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TO THE EARL 
OF 


lo & RF R YL, 


One of the Lords Juſtices of the Kingdom « 
* Ureland, Lord Preſident of the Proyince 
of Monnſtery &C. 


2 DEAREST BROTHER, h 
——— Sacred Book 
which furniſhes 
our Preachers 
' both. with their 
Hd 'Textsanda Great 
art of their Diſcourſes on — 
Az them, -- 4 


them, being. the Subject ad} 
bout which I amto entertang 
| You, I preſume it will nof 
much farprize You; if wha: 
I ſhall Say 1n repreſenting t4 t4 
You ſome Conſiderations om 
That book, reliſh more of { 
Sermon” than of a Letter 
Complement. And indeed 
ould ſo little becomea Peri, 
ſon that writes Of my Sub 
ject, and With my [efig N 
to Startle at the very Begin 
ning ſuch Readers as he de 
fires to Find or MakeDevouſ; 
with any thing written uþþ; 
the Wonted ſtrain of Epiſfth is 
Dedicatory : and the Natur | 
of the Treatiſe , to which 
th 


Dedicatory. | 
athis Paper is premis'd, does 
ailow ſoLittleof that;where- 
1WHfCuſton),0nſuch Occaſions, 
hal wont to challenge ſo 
(Much ; that I ſhouldlet this 
Book come forth Undedi- 

ated, were it not_ that the 
lotives that induce me to 
Addreſs it to You, are of 
elfuch a Nature, that 1 hope 
What meerly by a plain Re- 
Spreſentation of them, I may 
nomply with what makes 
Ine look upon this Dedica- 
Ufion as a Duty, without De- 
Parting from the ſerious De- 
Iign I propos d to my ſelf in 
the Dedicated Book Al- 
te ppough then ſuch Readers, 


as having perus d Your Wr1 
rings, ſhall caſt their Eyes o! 

mine, wall I fear think it 

bold Preſumption in me td 
addreſs Diſcourſes concer\ 
ning a Style to a Perſon 1g. 
much and ſo juſtly applau4 
ded for His ; Yet as ſeveral} 
Reaſons engage me to prey 
ſent You theſe Thoughts, ſq | 
the fear of paſſing for Pre4 
ſumptuous for ſo doing, ob4 | 
ligesme to Mention fome of 
| 


thoſe Reaſons, Whereof! 

the frſt ſhall be, That youn 

Kindneſs For, and your Re * 
: femblance in many particu { 
larsTo, Theophilus,makes mel | 
ofren Phanſie that I am yet | 
o Enter+3 


18 77:77 5th 
Encecraining, that Rare Per- 
ſon when I write on the 
+ | behalf of the Scripture unto 
{ You, Who may allo, Ipre- 
7 _ remember ( which 1s 
Jn y Second Reaſon) that 
2 =: i ſeven or cight * Years 
j ago, I ventur'd toſhew You 
$ Divers of theſe Papers, with 
{74 others ( that I yer ſuppreſs) 
4 belonging to the ſame T rea- 
þJ tiſe, You were pleas d to 
O 
O 


q give me ſuch a Pernuſlion, 
q that in caſe they ſhould ever 
4 be made Publick, I muight 
| Addreſs what I had writ- 
q ten at your Friend's delire. 
For an En? to You, as I took 
q for an Engagement, if, not « 
Ag Com; 
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| # PEjrl | 
Eaficund 'So that how un- 
like fſoever the followin 
Treatiſe 1s to that Beſt of 
Books it would Recom< 
mend : yet ſince You have 
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thus made the Preſent Ad- |. 


dreſs a Duty , I'muſt elect 
rather” to Betray to Yon my 
Weakneſſes, than not Mani- | 
 feſtmy Obedience. And to 
theſe, I muſt ſabjoyn this 
Third Conſideration, ( more 
prevalent perhaps with me 
than Both the former ) that | 
(as a homely Digger may 
ſhew a Maf a Rich Mine ) 
whatever the Book may be 
. that I Prefent Yon, that 

which I Recommend toYou 


Ss J- 


| | 4 1 oMatchlefs ane: will if | 
ſo Diſcerning a Reader hall A 
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bring as: much Aſſiduity as 
Capacity to diſcover its [Sh 
rogatives, appear'fa Worthy 


| of what have faid of at, that 


Fallow my ſelf a Hope: the 
followingConliderationswill 
prove ſo Happy as either to 
Endearthe Scripture to You, 


- or, (by notappearing Such as 
foGood a Sub ject would ſug- 


geſt to. Good Pen, )) Invite 
You to ſubſtitute Better in 
their Rooms: And ineither 


of theſe Cafes, I: ſhall not 


have Caufe to Repent of ha- 
vingW rittenthem;ſincethey 
will prove Serviceable either 

OY to 


OE: En 
to the Book or to the Man to | 
whom I moſt delire to be ſo. } 

And this Hope I muſt again | 
own to be the Chict In- | 

ducement of my venturing 

to preſent a Fragment of 

an Unpoliſhd Treatiſe to a 

Perſon that is wont to W rite 

ſuch as are ſo Eloquent and 

Accompliſh'd in their Kind. 

For though ſevere and not 

incompetent Judges of Com- 

poſures gf this nature, have 
been pleasd to give theſe 

Papers no difapproving 

Character ; Yet ſince 1 pre- 

ſent themto You, the Chuef 

thing I dare pretend to in 

_ them, is only {( as the Sing-- |} 
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| Dedicatory, 


ing rare Songs_Hl, is wont 
by an unheeded Indignation, 
to Engage the Poſleſſors of 
rare Voices to make them 
admurd;) by diſclohing my 
zeal and Inſuffticiencies,, to 
Invite You to Reſcue ſo 'Ex- 
cellent a Theme as the Scrip- 
ture, from ſo Dull a Pen as 


e: Mine, by employing your 
y Happy one 1n its Defence 
and Celebration;Or, (if your 


Partiality ſhould make you 
_ any value on ſo Un- 

niſhd a Piece) to convince 
you how capable of Rare 
Thoughts my Subject 1s, by 
its being able to furniſh fo 
Barren a brain as Mine with 
Accep- 


. The Epiſtle 
Acceptable ones. .. And cer- 
tainly, your Pen having no 
Leſs ſerv d your Fame, than 
either your Sword, or your 
Employments ( how high 
ſoever ;) at could not: but 
bring the Scripture more 
than a Few of the moſt Wit- 
ty and Illuſtrious V otaries, 
if That Eloquence were Em- 
ploy'd to Enamor them of 
that Divine Book, that hath 
made them ſo generally in 
Love with your Celebrated 
Partheniſſa. 1 will not re- 
preſent to you ſo pious an 
Exerciſe of your Rhetorick 
and Muſe, as a Duty.,for fear 
.of * Lefſening the Diſ-inte- 
refs dneſs 
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reſs'dneſs of the Employ- 
ment I recommend to You, 
by implying;that You cannot 
Decline it without a Fault. 
] ſhallrather invite your Pen 
to Prefer it ſelf To, & Grace 
Religious Subjects, by afſu- 
ring You, that as there are 
none more V V orthy of your 
Pen, fo there are Few Pens 
more likely to Succeed upon 
ſome of them than Yours. 
Thoſe handſome Efſfayes 
your Muſe hath charm'd 
me with upon ſome Parts of 
the Bible, have given me 
Longings equally great and 
juft, to ſee her, by a Devo- 
tedneſs to ſuch Heavenly 
Themes, 


e Epiſile 
Themes, as Happy 1 in the 
Choiceofher Sub jects.as ſhe 
15 wont to bein the Embel- 
liſhing of them, and to have 
her make thatherChiet Em- 
ployment, wherein 'tis Beſt 
ro Do, what ſhe doth alwaies, 
ſucceed Well, Andas with 
Burning-glaſſes, though we 
cannot make the Sun ſhine, 
yet when he Doth vouch- 
fafe us his Heavenly Beams, 


we.can with thoſe Glaſſes 


both Encreaſe Light and 
Heat, and Carry and Settle 
them here and there as we 
ſee cauſe ; ſo though with 
Wit and Parts, their Poſ- 
ſeflors could never have 
. been 


 Dealcatory: 
! been able to Engage God 7o 
'/ end forth his Light and hs 
" Truth ; yet now that Reve- 
! lation Hath diſclos'd them, 

| and now he hath beenpleas d 
| to make them Radiate in his 
| Heavenly Word, men may 
: with Knowledge and Elo- 
: | quence happily Recollect 
! thoſe Scatter d divine Beams, 

, and Uniting them in Parti- 
7 cular Subjects, and Kindling 
; with them the Topicks pro 
| per to Warm and Work on 
| our AﬀeCtions, may power- 
| fully Illuftrate Truths and 
Gs Zeal. Towards the 
| latter end of the enſuing Pa- 
| P<r3 you' will find ſomething 
ſaid 
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Taid to ſheet our Thes! 
| phitns, that the choiceſt Poe-| 
Lint and. Rhetorical Orna- : 
ments, may without Injury |} | 
rotheir Luſtre, be Employ dy : 
about ſuch Subjects as may 
be choſen -in the Scripture: |j | 
But more and Better thirigs } 
to the ſame purpoſe; havel 
ſince been ſaid by our Ingeni-| 
ous Friend Mr. C oley, who! 
not only has employ d much} 
Eloquence to perſwade that} 
Truth in his Preface to his} 
Poems, but has in One of 
them given a- Noble Exam- 
ple, and -conſequently af 
Proof of it, 'L-need not tell F 
You, I meat1' 'his Davides, af 
VVork; 


Dea 1catory. 


Work and W ay of Writing. L 
| which ſince your Muſe has 
1-8 already thought fit to Cele- 
y | brate, I hope ſhe will here- 
di after think fit to Imitate. And 
Yy 


7 this I wiſh the more ear- 
27 neſtly, becauſe .it hath been 
57 obſerv'd, - that | Secular Per- 
ej) ſons of- Quality (of whom I 
-J have elſewhere occaſion tg 
of name Divers) are generally 
hz much Succeſsfuller in W ri- 
t7 ting of Religion, ( to Gen- 
$4 tlemeneſſ ſpecially)than Scho- 
fi} laſticks or Men in Or- 
ders ; not only becauſe their 
: Style and way of Writing 
| is  obſervd to. have in. it 
| fortie pleaſing Fe. ne ſeay 

B 9109, 


The Epiſtle | | 
quoy , ſomething of Eaſe | 
Genuine and Handſom that's | 
peculiar 'to It, ( differing * 
from Regular Eloquenceas a : 
Good Meen doth from Beau- | 
ty)and Reliſhes of the native 7 
Gracefulneſs* wont toattend . 
on what they Do or Say ; but : 
becauſe their Writings at- © 
tract More Readers by the ! 
Author's Conſpicuouſneſs, 
and make Deeper Impreſſi- 
ons in them, by being ſup- ! 
pos d more Diſ-intereſsd, * 
and look'd upon not as Sug- 
geſted by their Profeſſion or # 
Self-ends, but as the Sincere ; 
Di&tates of their Unbridled | ti 
ſouls. For my part, _— jo 


] 


 Dedicatory. 


I am not ſo happy as to be 
7 much concernd in all the 
; precedent © Conſiderations ; 
: yetthoſe that you will find 
. * towards the Fad of the lon- 
' 2 geſt Digreſſion in the fol- 
| : lowing Diſcourſe, have been 
- | fo Prevalent with me, . that 
though ſome very Fair and 
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» | very Perſwaſive Perſons 
, > (whom perhaps I need not 
- # name to You) did, when 1! 


. | was writing the annexed 
- 7 Treatiſe, labour to divert 
: my Pen to: ſome more 
- | Youthful and more -Faſhi- 
onable (,ompoſures, by flat- 
| tering me. with a perſvaſi- 
7 on, that in thoſe Attempts: 
i Bz of 


The Epiſtle 

of that Nature -I had for- 
merly Occaſion to make, 1 
was not altogether unlucky ; ' 
Yet 1, that would bring my : 
ſelf to prefer to a whole * 
Wood of Bayes, the leaſt 
Sprigg of the ove of Life, 
am inchn d to think, that a 
Chriſtah may poſſibly find 
a higher Satisfaction 1n Per- 
ſwading men to Pay praiſes | 
to the Scripture, than in Re- 
cerving them from all the 
World befides:; and would 
think it more Defirable, 
( were the choice His J| 
to Diſcountenance prophane q : 
Wit, than live Unrivald-m q - 
the Glory of it, And though . 
for 
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Dedicatory. 
; for my own particular, ſuch 
! a Temperbe.,l fear,more my 
' Am than my Attainment : 
' + yet when I write of Sacred 
 * ſubjects, I had rather a Book 
; - of mine ſhould reſemble the 
' Moon, which, though ſhe be 


| | but Small, leſs Elevated, and 


| 7 full of Imperfections, lends 
- ! yetan Uſetul Lightto Men, 
and produces here and there 
a Motion that obeys a Hea- 
venlyInfluence;than a Star of 
the Firſt Magnitude, which 
; though more High, more 
# Vaſt, and more Flawleſs, 
; fhines only bright enough to 
$ make 'it Self Conſpicuous. 
Pardon me therefore, My 
Life | B3z Deareſt 


. The Epiſtle 
Deareſt Brother, if my Con- | 
cern for Religion and You * 
have made me ]mportunate * 
in appearing ſo eagerly Soli- : 
citous to ſee your applauded - 
PenSanctify'd by,and Adorn : 
the Beſt of Sabjctts: to En- 
gage You to which, if the en- * 
ſuing Diſcourſe may but be 
ſo fortunate as1nany Degree, 
or upon any Score, to contri- 
bute'any thing, 1 ſhall either 
not eſteem it a Trifle, or not 
Regret the- having vvritten 
it, For it 1s not alwayes ſo 
Deſpicable a piece of ſervice 
as may beimagin'd,toEndear 
by particular Conſiderations, 
an in Excellent Book, (and how: : 
much 
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 Dedtcatory. 
| | much more that Incompara- 
| | ble Book the Scripture ? ) to 
2 aPerſon capable of Diſcove- 
| ” ring and making Uſe of the 
: Rare things it contains, To 
: which purpoſe I might offer 
2 you divers more ſerjous In- 
#ſtances, but ſhall only at pre- 
}ſent( a little to Divert you, ) 
| take this occaſion to tell 
you, that Ben. Fohnſon paſ- 
#ſionately complaining to a_ 
Hlearned Acquaintance of 
mine, that a Man of the long 
{Robe, whom his Wait had 
Jraisd to great Dignities and 
{Power, had Refus'd to grant 
Jhim fome very Valuable 
q*biog he had Begg'd of him, 
. Bs . as 


The Epiſtle 
concluded with faying withF' 
an upbraiding Tone and Ge-J« 
ſture to my Friend ; }/hy the 
nds of Wretch © knows 'L 
ery well, that before he came | | 
i Preferment, Iwas the Man 


that made him Reliſh Ho-} 1 
race, But to return to the) « 


following Book, Though 1I* 
hope you do not think me ſo) 
Vain asto doubt that it is ſuf-? 
fer d to come abroad withs 
Imperfetion enough to need; | 
my Excuſes and your Par- : 
don: Yet ſince the Treatiſe it; 
ſelf j is ſo unmeaſurably Pro-% 
lix(for a Part of an Effay,) it? 
were unfit the Addreſs of ity | 
ſhould be ſo t too ; and give) 
your| 


_  Deaicatory. 
hi your Patience as great an Ex- 
e-Jerciſe upon the ſcore of its 
hed Quantity, as upon that of its 
ps; Quality : Andtherefore, re- 
ze | ferring you for what I might 
4. ſay of Apologerical,to what I 
2 ſayto the Reader; I ſhall only 
ce; adde, That though in. Epr- 

# fles' Dedicatory, Cuſtom 
Oo; hath made ita kind of Rudes 


17 ſesand Conclude with Coms 
dz plements ; and though what 
7 You have Acted and what 
t} You have Written might 
-7 ſupply a Perſon leſs con- 
t; cern'd than I, with: Matter 
et; for a Panegyrical Addreſs ; 
ej yet lince 1 told You at the 


y  Begin-, 3 


The Epiſtle 
Beginning of this Letter, I 
ſhould rather Preach thank; 
Complement in it, and ſince 
Praiſes fit to be aſcribd- to 
my Lordof Orrery,would be * 
unfit to be aſfcribd him by :. 
his Brother ; And ſince alſo, 
-twere ſcarce more[Jneaſie for b 
me to make Yau any: other + 
than SeemingComplements, : 
than 'twere Preſumptuous : 
to addreſs Any at all to ſo }- 
great a Maſter in the Art; I; 
ſhall both decline Praiſes, : 
which not to ſeem Flatteries : 
where You are Not known, : 
would perhaps be thought } 
Detractions where you Are; / 
and venture to Conclude | 
| this | 


®... 


Dedi, catory. 


q his Letter as I have Begun 
and Continu'd it, without 
o omplement -upon the {core 
0 of being Without, if not 
w Above any, | 
4 | 

,; © MyDearet Brother, 


r- Your moſt AﬀeRionate 


= © | Brother, and moſt 
$ z Faichful Humble 
ox a Servant, 
I - | 


RozBerTt BoYLE, 


Ne 


es 
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'Jhe Author having with the Following Diſ- 
2 courſe ſent the Publiſher a Letter, which 
contains almoſt All the Particulars chat 
3 wouldbe Requiſite to be taken Notice of in a 
*Z Preface, it isthought fit ro Premiſe inſtead of 
2 it, the Letter irſelf, as it was Addreſs'd to 
3 Mr.P.P. A.G.F.1, (to favour whoſe Mo- 

| 3 defly, he isnot now More Openly nam'd.) 


>09 Ou will perhaps think it Strange, 
FY that a Perſor,Obſequions enough 
Sg te Thoſe he Loves, ſhould be 
SD able to Hold out ſo Long a- 
SQ 2ainft the Importunity of two 
Puck Powerful Sollicitors, as 


= me leave to Acquaint You with the Conſiderations 
| | that. 


© To the Reader. . * 


that have hitherto Diſſwaded me from the Publi FF 
Cation of the Papers Tow Preſs for , Tow will 1] 
preſume rather marvel at my Reſolutng at laft 1% 
Comply with Tour Deſires, than that 1 bave been 
ſomewhat lonz Conteſting, before 1 could take wi} 
fo Oppes'd a Reſolutton, Firſt then, the Treatiſe” 
of which the Papers You Deſire make a Part, wat 
Written nine ar ter Tears ago, when my Green Towuth| 


made me very Unripe for a Task of that Natuye; 
whoſe Difficulty Requires, as well as its worth De- 


ſerves, that it fhould be hand!l'd by a Perſon in 


whom Nature, Education, and Time have happily 
Match'd a Senile Maturity of Fudgement with g 


Youthful V:igour of Phanſie, Next, the Dif courſe 
1 have mention'd, being Written to .a Private 
Friend who put me upon that Task, 1 not orel 


had a Theme off Anothers Chooſgng Impos'd upon 
me, for which he was pleas'd to think me much more 


Fit than T had reaſon to think my ſc If, but was by the! 
Freedom allowable among Friends tempted to vent Pf 
and expreſs my Thoughts with more. Negligence, 
than were proper to be made uſe of tn a Solemn Diſ-\ 
courſe intended for Publick View, The contrary} 


of which were yet very requiſite for a Perſon, who 
though he have by I know not what Wnbappy Fate, 
been caſt upon the learning* Divers Languages, bas 
get too great a Cotcera: for the Knowledge of 


Words ; and ſo was more fit to write almoſh of any 
thing, than of a Style, or of Matters Rl etorical : 
| LG Be- 


 Thmgs to be a diligent or ſollitows Confiderer off 


47 


o 


_ O the Keader, + | 
Z1; Weſides, that my Eſſay touching the Scripture, ha- 
1 1 ng uot been all Written in one Conntrey, but 
F 1 Bpartly in England, partly tn Another Kingdom, 
cen 2 ard partly too on Ship-board, "twere ſtrange if in 

oi what 1 writ , there aid not appear much of Uneven= 
tiſeaneſs, and if it did not Betray the Unleiſuredneſs, 
and Relliſh of the UnſetIdneſs of the wander- 
ing Author ;, who by thus rambling, was reduc'd far 
want of a Library to comply with the Requeſt of 
is Friend, who was more deſirous to recetue from 
the Author, Apples and Pears growing 1nhis own 
Orchard, thaz Orenges and Lemons fetch'd from 
h aforetn Parts : whereby 1 was condemn'd not to 
W ariech my Diſcourſe with what 1 might have Bor= 
Sow'd of Real and Valuakle from the Eloquent Com- 


wth! 
Ye; 
De. 
#1 


zh 


h | poſures of” more happy Pers, But theſe, Sg Ir, ave Lot 
on ell the Deterrments that Oppos' d my Obeying You ; 
ya For beſides- theſe Diſaduamages with which the 
he FDiſcourſe tt ſelf was written that Part of it You de- 


narnd, mutt appear with a Pecultar as well as Great 
ED:ſadvantage : for ti an Entire and Continu'd 
{0 D:ſcourſe the ſeveral Parts that compoſe it, do mu- 
Wually afford Light and Confirmation to each other - 
(47d therefore, though whatſcever T here preſent Tou 
ouching the Style of the Scripture had been Writ- 
4; 2: all together 11 ſome Ove place of the Diſcourſe, 
of pp Pereof it makes a Part 3, Tet 1 could not Diſmem- 
fp it from the reſt without a great deal of Injury, 
y W# well to It, as to the reſt of the Treatiſe. But this 
: Ws 710 the worſt of my Caſe : For though 1 did in 

| One 


Ce The Wekder ny 
Oye part of my Eſſay of the Scripture more Profeſ.: 
ſedly apply my ſelf to the Conſideration of its Stylez] 
get,, becauſe divers my were 1nterwouven even tn\ 


) 
- this dijiinft Tart, which were not ſo fit for Publick3 | 
View ; And becauſe that 11 dtvers of the other Parts} , 
of my Eſſay, Thad here and fhere frequently enough, | 
| Occaſion to ſay ſomethiag of the Same 1 heme, I | 
have been Otlig'd, that I might Obey Ton, not onehS$ t 
to Diſmemler, but to Mangle the 7 reatiſe Tou per x 
us'd, cutting out with a Patr of Scizzers here 4! ? 
mhole ſide, there balf, and tn another place per® , 
baps a Quaiter of ove, as 1 found in the thay 
parts of my Diſcourſe, Longer, or Shorter Paſſages, 1; 
that appear'd to relate to the Style of the Scripture Y, 
that 1 might gtve you at once All thoſe Parts of mY © 
"Eſſay, which ſeem'd to concern that Subjet., AntY w1 
though I bave here and there ty Diflating to ai pr 
Amanuenſis inſerted ſome Lines or words, to mateff n; 
the looſe Papers leſs Incoherent , where 1 thought 
it eaſie to be done, yet 1m many others 1 haut py 
onelyprefixd a ſhort black Line, tothe Incoherent cu; 
Paſſages, if I found they could not be connevtely 
with thoſe whereun:o 1 bave joyw'd them, without hg 
ſuch Circumlocution as either the Narrowneſs fits | 
the Paper would ot permit, or my preſent DiftraQ©1 o 
Frons (' which You know are not a Few) and tun 
weakneſs of my Eyes would not allow of. For tWPoy 
compleat my Unfitneſs to obey You with ary thing 0fpng 
Accurateneſs, I muſt to obey you at all, do it, botlf . . 
when I have other Compoſures in the Preſs, - ” 047 
Ww 


To the Reader. 
when the Diſlemper in my Eyes makes me ſo far 
from Daring to Tranſcribe the Papers I ſend. You, 
ns that I might Alter them atrording to the Exigency 
3 of Your Deſign intheni; that 1 durit not ſo much'as 
7 read them over bit with Anothers Eyes. To which 
h, I muft add, that beſides all theſe Diſadvantages 1 
$ bave already mentioned, 1 cannot but foretell that 
= the following Diſcourſe may prove obuuoxious to 
1-8 the Cenſures of differing ſorts of Readers, and 
& particularly to thoſe of Courtiers, for too Neglefied, 
* ard thoſe of Criticks, far too Spruce a Dreſs. By all 
8 which 1 preſume You ip1ll be eaſily 1nduc'd to be- 
Z leve with me, that 1 cannot Expoſe the Papers 
You defire ſo much to their Diſadvantage and my 
* Own. without ſome Exerciſe of Self-Denial : Since 
110 without needing much Foreſight 1 may well Ap- 
nf prebend; that 1 ſhall bereby bazard the Lofs of the 
ally moſt Part of whatever little Reputation 14 this 
gh Nature any of my former Moral or Devout Com- 
aVy poſures may among Favourable Readers have pro- 
ret cur'd me. 
fel But by this time, Sir, I ſuppoſe not only that You 
howly have Ieft wondering at my maktag ſome Difficulty 
5 offto put the Annexed Papers into Tour bands,but that 
fra 7 owe Tou and my other Friends an Account why I 
' thilnow Conſent to aComplance with Deſires which ſuch 
1 Powerful Conſiderations would drſſwade my Aſſent- 
20 082779 70, | 
botlf . My firſt Inducement then to what T do, 1s the 
 anWauourable Charafer that Tou, and ſome other very 
wh C | Com - 


To the R<:1:. "I 


Competent Fudges have been pleas'd to give me of 
theſe Papers, and eſpecrally Tour thereupon preſ- 
ſing therr Publication upon me as a Duty whereto 
1 Stand ozlig'd to thoſe Many Readgrs whom You | 
weuld have me think likely to be Benefited thereby. 
F.r ta ſuch Caſes where Knowing and Sober Per- © 
fors thiak there is a great Probability of a Diſ- © 
courſes doing Good, 1t 15 nt tmpoſſible but that 
an U.williagneſs to bave it Publiſh d, may not ſo © 
much proceed out of Moneſly, as from ſome Secret ©: 
Pride, almo$t as unjuſtifyable, as if a Phyſictan © 
ſhauld refuſe to come abroad upon an Urgent Occa- % 
{zer, becauſe he has not his Best Eloaths op, or ts not * 
Carefully Dreſs'd. And therefore when 1 incline to y 
make with Tou a Caſe of Conſcience of the Mat-® 
ter, 1 thiuk my ſelf Oblig'd, what ever my Private 
Apprebenſious may be of the Succeſs, to do my Duty, 

ard leave Events to the wiſe azd Soveratgn Diſpe- 

ſer of them. *Ts not, that T have the Vanity to ex- 

peft that I ſhall convert Osſtinate and Reſolv'd Ca-$ 
willers, nor much Initruft the Great Clerks : But ® 
fince I bave ot yet met, with ſuch a Diſcourſe as 1 
znteudedmine to be; And ſince the greater part of the % 
things I bave Written in it will nat perhaps be elſe- 
wheye met with ;, 1 hope that what T haveſaid, may% 
not be Uſeleſs to thoſe who have conſider d the Sub-% 
jet I Treat of Leſs attentively than 1 have done,andÞ 
may, if not Procure a Veneration for the Scripture 
znthoſe that are Altogether Izdiſpos'd to it, yet at 
leaſt Iicreaſe, or Confirm it in thoſe that have al- 
read) 


HEARTS =", 
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| To the Reader, | 
ready entertain'd it ; and Furniſh ſuch Devout Per- 
ſors with ſomething to Allege on the Scriptures Be- 
half, who are better furniſhid with Afﬀetions than 
with Arguments for it. And 1 the Leſs Scruple to 
allow my ſelf ſuch a Hope, becauſe you bave teen 
pleas'd to make ot onely to Me but to Others ſuch a 
Mention of the following Papers, that after Your 
Preference of them to the other Pieces of Devotion 
You have yet ſeen of mine ( without excepting that 
Diſcourſe of Seraphick Love, which yet bas had the 
lack to be ſo favourably Entertaii'd by Readers of 
all ſorts, ) 7 ſhall coxfeſs to You, that as Some of 
them do now appear very much Diſlocated and 
Mangl'd, ſo Others were Pemn'd with more Care 
than any other of my writinss about Xatters Theo- 
logical. «And indeed 1 concery'd my ſelf Oblig'd, 
7a point of Gratitude as well as Duty, to ſpeak as Ad-. 
 Uanitageouſly as 1 could of the Scripture, becauſe 
* if I may without Vanity make ſuch an Acknow- 
ledgmeit, I am ſenſible 1 have been Benefited by 
it, and might have been much more ſo; if 1 bad 
been as diſpos'd to Learn as the matchleſs Book us 
qaalifi'd to Teach : And 1 Confeſs to You alſo, that 
ſrnce the Phyſologtcal writings Thave been induc'd 
to publiſh of late, and the fort of Studies to which 
(for Reaſors to be told You at a fitter Opportuntty ) 
T ſeem at preſent to bewholly addifed to 5 make ma- 
2y look upon me as a Naturalist, And ſince ſome 
Perſons, as well Philoſophers as Phyfictans, have et- 
ther Faultily, or at. leaſt indiſcreetly giuen many 
C2 Mea 


=1 'O tne I £AC . 
Mew. eccaſion to think that thoſe that being ſpecula- 
truely Stud, ous of Natures Myſteries, depart,as 1 of 
ten do.from the vulgar Pertpatetick Philoſuphy,and 
eſpecially if they ſeem to favour that which expli- 
cates the Phenomena of Nature by Atoms , are n= 
 clizd to Atheiſm,or at leaſt to an unconcern dues for 


any Particular Religion, Since I ſay theſe things are 


fo, 1 was not unwilling to lay hold of this Oppor- 
tunity to give a Publick Teſtimony, whereby ſuch 
as do rot know me may be Saltsfied , ( For 1 pre- 
ſume all that do know me areſo,) that, if 1 be a Nas 
turalift,, tis poſſible to be ſo,without being an Atheiſt, 
or of Kin toit, Aid that the Study of the works of 
Nature has ot made me etther Disbelieve the Au» 
thor of them, or Deny bis Providence, or ſo much as 
DiſeFteem bis ivord ybich Deſ.rves our ReſpeF upon 
ſeveral Accounts, and eſpectally that of its berng the 
Grand Inſtrument of Conveying tou the Truths and 

Myferies if the Chriſtian Reltg1on: My Embracing 

of which 1 know not why I ſhould be Aſham'd to own, 

ſince Tthink 1 canto a Competent and Unprepoſjeſs'd 

Judge give a Rational Atcount of myſo dorag. 

To all this I might ſubjoyn ſome Apologtes, which 
might perhaps ſexue to Prevent, or Withdraw the 
Ceriſures of ſome ſorts of Readers, 

For to Criticks and Philologers T could repreſent, 
Partly,that 1bavenot alittle Impoveriſh'd my Diſ- 
courſe by making uſe of Broks to ſhun the Repetition 
of what Ifound Obvious already, Partly, that whenT 
wrote the Eſſay of which the enſutng Treatiſe 1s a 
Prece, 


To the Reader, 
Prece, 1 bad thoughts of annexing to it Annitati- 
ons, wheres I bop'd to 1llu#trate, and ty particu/ay 
Inſtances to Exemplifie,druers of thoſe things which 
ſhould appear to require it 3 or which elſe the Rea- 
der might ſuſpe# I bave Slightly conſider'd, becauſe 
1 ſeem to make but a Tranſieut Mention of them, 
And partly too that 1 1gnor d not the Hrifler Tnter- 
pretatious gruen by Modern Criticks to druers 
Texts by me alleg'd, but that ( not having Op- 
portunity to Criticize ) 1 was content to uſe them tn 
thetr ReceiU'd, or Obuion ſeiiſe : and have ſome- 
times Employ'd them but by way of Alluſion, or as 
Arguments Ad Hominem ( where: ſome of my 
Readers are like to Acquieſce, though 1 ao not ) 
and ſometimes rather us'd them to Expreſs than 
Prove my Thoughts, And 1ndeed 14 theſe Popala; 
Diſcourſes which are aot written For, wor io be Exe 
amid As, Regular Diſputations, Men uſe not fo 
much to look whether Every thing te a Strit Truth; 
as whether it be Proper to perſwade or impreſs the 
Truths they would taculcate : and eſpecrtally 1 Com- 
poſures of the Nature of this of Mine, Men bave 
been rarely cenſur'd for being ſometimes even 1i- 
dulgent to the Extgenctes of thetr Themes, Thoſe 
that require more of Method than they will bere 
nd, may be Advertis d, 3hat much of this Scrib- 
hle Leing deſign'd to ſerve Particular Acquarntan- 
ces of Mine,'twas fit it ſhould Taſiſt on thoſe Points 
They were Concerd 1h: and that ( conſequently) 
much of the Seeming Deſultortne ſi of my 2ethor, 
; EC 3 ai.d 


Tothe Reader, 
and Frequency of my Rambling Excur ſiors havebeen 
Eut Intentional and Charitable Digreſſions out of my 
Way, to ring ſome watdring. Friends into theirs, 
and may Cloſely enough purſue my Intentions, even 
when they ſeem moſt to deviate from my Theme. 
Ard as for the Longer Excurſjons which either You, 
o7 other Fudicrou Friends would needs have me 
teave here, aiid there, T bave for the Eaſe of my Per- 
uſers Anex'd to them ſome Marks whereby they may 
te taken Notice of to be Digveſſions that as I Subuut 
to therr Judgment, who think they may be Uſeful to 
ſome Readers, ſo I may Comply with my own Unwil- 
Engneſs, tolet them be Troubleſame to others; who Ly 
this meas bave an Opportunity to Paſs by if they 
pleaſe ſuch as they ſhall not expett to find themſelves 
(erther upon theirOwn ſcoreor that of thetr Acquatn- 
rances)Concern'd in, To thoſe of the Wits ,who hap» 
z1ng to be Diſregarders of the Scripture may find 
themſelves upon that Account 'us'd here with any 
fhew of Slighting or Aſperity, 1 may add to what 1 
Fave already ſaid inthe Papers themſelves, that, It 
hath Leen,but as we Pinch,and caſt cold water on the 
Faces of Per(ons in a Swoor, to bring them out of it 
to themſeives again : Thaving aone it with as harm- 
Ss, leſs Intentions, as thoſe of the Angel 
RG ranrory inthe A&ts)when he Breck 
Peter onthe [74e,zrot toHurt himbut to Awake him, 
Lead him the way out of the Priſon he was bound 
7, and Reſcue him from 4mmnent Death, Apd if 
tnat will uot ſatisfie ſome of the Leaft Judiciow,, or 
| LD the 


the Moft Deſperate ( For others 1 expef to find Bet- 


s ter Aﬀetted or More Moderate ) 1 am willing to 


leave the Intelligent and Piow to Fudge between 
5; aſſuring thoſe that axe ſo much more jealous 
of therr own Honour than of Gods, that as 1 writ 
to Reclatm them, not to Deprive them of the Repnte 
of wits, or Shareit with them, ſo 1 ſhall not over- 
much Deplore the being by them Denyd aTitle, to 
which 1 have as little Pretenſjon as Right. And 
(to diſpatch ) I might add, 1 hat Oratours may not 
unjuſtly bear with ſome Rudeneſſes 13 the Style of 
a Perſon that Profeſſes zo0t Rhetorick, aud writes 
of a Subjett that needs Few of ber Ornaments, aud 
Rejefts Many, as Indecencies misbecoming 11s Ma= 


 jefty: andthat Severer Druines may ſafely Pardon 


ſome Smoothneſs in a Diſcourſe written Chiefly 
fer Gentlemen, who would ſcarce Lefond of Truth 
in every Dreſs, ly a Geatleman who fear d tt 
might misbecome a Perſon of his Youth aud Qua- 
Itty Studiouſly to Decline a faſhionable Style. 
And if any Druine ſhould Cenſure me for Tatru- 
ding apon bis Profeſſion, and bandling my SubjeF 
Leſs Skilfully than be would have done 5 1 will 
zot Urge that to Write well on this Subjet 1s 
a Taik, which he that ſhall try, will perhaps find 
far Leſs eaſie than one would imagine; but 1 ſhall 
rather tell him, that I hope 1 may obtainh1s Par- 
aon, by aſſuring him, that 1 ſhall be as little an- 
gry to be Reiifi' din my Miſtakes, as to be ſhorn 
the Way when 1 am Out of it, and as little trou- 
C 4 bFd 


BL d to bave this Diſcourſe, that but skirmiſhes 


with Lazineſs aud Prophazeneſs, Surpaſs'd by an| 


other onthe Same Subjef, as toſee another Embracer 


of the ſame Quarrel come 11 with a Freſh Regi- | 


ment, to Aſſitt me againii a Furmid-ble Enemy in 
a Conflit 1 were Ergag'd 11 but wil a Troop, or Þ 
bring Cannon again: a Fortreſs, 1 bad but Sakers 
to Batter with, Yes , 1 ſhall be vlad if my 
aim ſhort-liV'd Match but ſerve to L:1ght anotbers B 
Brighter Torch, aud ſhall think it a Happizels, to | 
baye Contributed , though but thus Occaſionally, 
towards the Elucidation, or Splendour of the Scrip- Þ| 
ture, And corſonantly to this Temper 1 would be- * 


ſeech any Reader, that may ſo much want Learning 
as to need ſuch a Reque#t, rot to Meaſure what can 
be ſaid in the Defence and Celebration of the Scrip= 
tures Style, by what bath in the Followtog Diſcourſe 
teen Trac d by the callow Pen of a Travelling Lay- 
man, For I profeſs Ingenuouſly, that there can as 


Itttlebe an Upmelcomer as an Unjuſter Complement. | 


placd upon me, than to miſtake airy thing that 1 
am Able toſay, and much leſs what 1 Have ſatd, for 
the Beſt that cans beſaid upon ſuch a Subjet, Nor 1s 
it my leaft Encouragement to conſent to the Publica- 
tron of ſuch 1compleat Writings, that the Conſide- 
ke already 1.timated will Probably keep my 
Readexs from dotng the Scripture, aid thetr onn 
Judgement, ſo great an Injury, 
But I ſee I have ſo far Transgreſi d the Bounds of 
a Letter, that if { add any thing more of Apology, 
OR EEE it 
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To the Reader. 


it mu be for baving been ſo Prolix already. 
Wherefore there ſcarce RematnS any thing for me, 
but to Mind You, that ſince your Perſwaſions hate 


# ſo much Contributed to my Expoſizg the fullowtng 
= Tra Incompleat as it ts, Your Own Credit ts ſome-= 
® what concers'd init as well as Mine. And there- 
= fore I hope You will have a carethat there be no 
= Faults of the Printer added to thoſe of the Author, 
= which do ſo little reed Additional Blemiſhes. And 


, eſpecially that there paſs no Miſtakes of the Pun8a- 


_ 020 So We 


| 7102. For in ſuch Compoſures as this, if the Stops 
= te Omitted, or Miſplacd, it does not onely Leſſer 
© the Gracsfulneſs of what ts ſata, but oftentimes quite 
4 Spotl the Senſe. And if by this Care of Tours(which 


Your AfeRtion, both for the SubjeR, and the Writer 
makes me Confident of) and by the Authority of 
Tour Approbation, 1 find theſe Imperfed Conſidera- 
tons to beſo Favourablyrecety'd as to deſerve An- 
other Edition ; it will perhaps trutte me to put them 


© forth Enlarg'd, and Recruited with what 1 may meet 
with pertizent to their SubjeR tn ſuch other Papers 
i of mine Concerning the Scripture, as 1 bad ot yet 


the C oxventency to get tato mine own hands and lock 


© over, However, though 1 pretend 70t here to An- 


per all Objeaons againſt the Style of the Scriptures 
Jet, as I hope, Thave teen ſo happy as to Anſwer 


© Some of them, and weaken Moſt of the ret : Soif 
© bers that axe More able will but Employ themſelves 


as Earrefily in ſo Uſeful a work, there 1s great 
bope that ſome Aſmering this Otjeftton, _ 
| that, 


ee Ono the Reader. " 
"EN as * 
that, aud a third auother, they may at length beg 


_ of them Satisfaftortly reply'd to, And in the-meg 
time 1 ſhall think my Labour Richly Recompenc d, ii 
they either Procure, or Eſtabl! ſh a Veneration for the 
Scripture 13 anyof my Readers, or do at leaſt Encou- 
rage thoſe that are qualifi'd for a far more pioſpe 
rous making ſuch an Attempt, to Hliidertake it, by 
ſhowing thoſe of them that Know me, what were Ea- 
fiefor Them to do, _ they ſee what has bee 
done even by me, whom ſure they will zot think to be 
Half ſo much an Oratour,as 1 hope ſo uncaſie a Prod 
of bis Obedience will make Tou think him, r 


by 
© 
C 
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vr, 
Your Aﬀe&tionate Friend and d 


and humble Servane 


RoBERT BoyYLE, 
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ARR? Hci things, Dear 
Theophilus , being 
N) thus diſpatch'd, | 
EaXSg \uppole we may 
&> nowſcaſonablypro- 
JS cced to confider tie 
TENN Style of the | Scripe 
re: A Subjedt that will as well re- 
ire as deſerve ſome Time and much 
\rtention; in regard thar diverfe witty 
en who freely acknowledge the Au- 
ority of rhe Scripture take exceptions 

tit's Style,and by thoſe and their own : 
Keputation divert many from ſtudying, 
r ſo mach as peruſing, thoſe Sacred 
'ritings ; thereby at once giving men 
juriow and irreverent thoughts of it, 

and 


C onſiderations touching the Style. as” 
and. diverting them from alloy 


the Scripture the beſt way of juſtify 
it ſelf, and diſabuſing them. Th lu 
which ſcarce any thing can be mdlf®®< 
prejudicial to a Book that needs but fr 
be ſufficiently underſtood to be high 
venerated, The writings theſe men aff®P 
minate, and would keep others fraffi<® 
reading, being like that Honey whih® © 
x Sam.la, SauF's raſh Adjuration with-held ot 
2.27339. Iſraelites from eatins, which beifſ® 
taſted, notonly Gratificd the raſte, bf © 
Enlightened the eyes. — 

Now thoſe allegations againſt t 

Scripture we are to examine being bi 
roo various, it will be requiſite for wif 

to conſider the Style of it not _inti 

ſiricer acception, wherein an Author 
ſtyle is wont to fignifie the choice an t 
diſpoſition of his words, bur in half" 
larger ſenſe, wherein the word _ A 
comprehends not only the Phraſcolo> 
gy, the Tropes and Figures made uk 
of by a Writer, bur his Method, 
lofty or humbler Character ( as Ora 
tors ſpeak ) his Parherical or languid 
his cloft or incoherent _y of writing 
and in a word, almoſt all rhe whole 


manner of an Authors expreſſing him 


{clf, 


Where- 


the H, Scriptures, 
'terefore, though the Title of an 


6 ay ptcfixed to this Treatiſe will I 


FWſume invite you to expe& from me 
r ſome looſe conſiderations than 
full and Merhodical diſcourſe con- 
iotMning the Style of the Scripture z yet 
rope you will not think it ſtrange if 
6 comprehenſive a Theme make this 
.Wr of the Eſſay diſproportionate to 
others : cſpecially ſince the nature 

- Fyour commands and that of my de- 
oblige me to interweave ſome 
erthings with thoſe that more di- 


. ily regard the Style of the Scripture, 


ſl particularly to lay hold on all op- 
Frunitics I can diſcreetly take to in- 
> you to ſtudy much and highly to 
Wcma Book, which there is no dan- 
»Myou can too much ſtudy, or eſteem 
1 highly, | 
vj has been a common ſaying among 
1 MAntients,that even Fup!ter could nor 
Wc all. Bur by the Objections I meet 
-W againſt theScripture,I findrhart the 
; $G0d himſelf is not free from theIm- 
1Wtion of his audaciousCreatures,who 
touſly preſume to quarrel as we!l 
his Revelations as his Providence, 
expreſs no more reyerence to 


t he hath dictated than to whar he 
" doth. 


 Conſideratrons touching the St 
doth. For not now to mention wh 
by Arheiſts & Anrtiſcripruriſts alk 
to overthfow the Trech and Aw 
rity of the Scripture ( becauſe it is 
here, bur elſewhere, that we are 
deal with that. ſort of men ) « 
by ſome of thoſe that Acknowk 
both ( for with ſuch onely we | 
now toreaſon ) there are I know 
how many faulcs found with the 
of the Scripture. For ſome of then 
pleaſed to ſay that Book is roo obſe 
others, that 'tis immerhodical, ot 
that ir is contradictory to it {clf,or 
that the neighbouring parts of it 
incohereftt, others, that 'tis unadon 
others, that it is flat and unaffe& 
others, that it abounds,with things 
are cither trivial or impertinent, 
alſo with uſeleſs Reperitions. And 
deed ſo many and fo various are 
faults and imperfe&ions imputed 
theſe men to the Scripture, that 
wonder at them would be almoal 
great as 15 my trouble , if I did 
eonſider how much it is the Intere 
the great Adverſary of. mankind, & 
pecially of (that choiceſt part of it 
Church, to depreciate compoſures 
if duly Reverenced would prove 0 
| frus 
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ſiruiye to his Kingdom and Deſigns; 
© and if I did not allo Remember thar 
Af ( fuch 15 the querulous and exceprious 
nature of men ) *Twas Czcero himfelf 
that obſerved Yitart non poſſe Reprehes- 
ll forem fi nihil ſcribendo, Butas Poets 
J and Aſtronomers have fancied among 


- ff che Celeſtial Lights thar adorn the 


Firmament, Bears , Bulls', Goats, 
Doges, Scorpions, and other beaſts ; 
ſo our Adverſarics impute I know 
not what Imaginary deformities to a 
Book ennobled by it's Author with 
many Celcſtial Lights, fit ro inſtru& 
the World, and diſcover to them the 
wayes of Truth and Blefledneſs. Al- 
though I ſay this be ſo, yer ſince the 
miſ-reprefentation made by theſe men 
of the Bible is not inferiour ro thar 
made by Poets and Coſmographers of 
the Firmament, I hope you will be as 
little deterred by the moſt diſparaging 
Imputations from ſtudying the Scrip- 
ture, as Pilots are by the Names of a 
Bear given to the moiſt Northern Con- 
ſtellation from having their eyes upon 
the Pole-ſtarr, and ſtecring their cour- 
les by it. 0 
And ſince you will cafily believe that 


a Perſon ſo averſe from wrangling as I, 
is is 


* Confideratrons touching the Style WW 
is not like to make the diſputing with 
theſe Cenfurers of che Scriprure-Style 


any further his defign than as the 1n- 
validating their Obje&ions conduces 


to the Reputation of that Sacred Book, k 
I preſume you will not think it ar all © 
impertinenr, if oftentimes I intermix}} © 


with thoſe things that more diretly re- 
=_ ſuch Obje&ions, other things that * 
ecm to tend rather to celebrate than 


vindicate the Scripture: for in ſo doing; - 
I hope I ſhall not alone conſtderably, 
though nor perhapsſodire&ly,ſtrength- n 


cn my an{wers, by ſhewing that we h 
juſtly aſcribe to the Scripture Quali- 
ries quite oppoſite to the impertect- 
ons imputed to it 3 but I ſhall perte&ly 
comply with my main deſign, which ( 
I here declare once for all, is butto en-f| ;* 
gage you to ſtudy and value the Scrip- 
ture, and therefore obliges me to an-ſl © 
{wer Obje&ions onely fo farr forrh as F 
they may look like argumems.to diſ- | 
{wade you from prizing and ſtudying , 
it. And becauſe 1 find not that the © 
ObjeRions to be conlidered have any il | 
great coherence with or dependence p 
on each orher , I ſhall nor ſcruple to'} c. 
mention them, and my Refle@ions on 
them, in no other order than thar 
 wierein 


wherein they (1 
ro'my thoughts whilſt I am writing, 
Of rhe contiderations then that I am 
to: lay -before you, there are three or 
four which are of a more genetal rja- 
eure, and therefore being ſuch as may 
each of them be pertinently employed 
againſt ſeveral of rhe exceptions raken 
ar che Scriptures ſtyle, it will not be 
1hconventent to mention thera before 
the reſt, © | - 9,4 
' And in the firſt place it ſhould be 
confidered, that thoſe Cavillers at the 
ſtyle of the Scripture that you and [ 
have hitherto met with, do ( for want 
of skill in the Original ) eſpecially in 
the Hebrew, judge of it by the Tranſla- 
tions wherein alone they read it. Now 
ſcarce- any but a Linguiſt will imagthe 
how much a Book may loſe of its ele- 
gancy by beirig read 1n 4nother tongue 
than that it was wricten in , eſpecially 
if the Languages from which and into 


ws 


which the Verſion is made be fo very 


differing as are thoſe of rhe Eaſtern 
and cheſs Weltern parts of the world. 
Bur of this I foreſce an occaſion of 
laying ſomething hereafter, yet at pre- 
ſent I muſt obſerve ro you; that the ityle 
of the Scripture is much more diſad- 

| D vantaged, 


ſhall chance. ro occtirr 
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vantaged , than that of other Books, 
by being judged of by Tranſlations. Far 
the Religious and juſt veneration that 
the Interpreters of the Bible have had 
for that Sacred Book, has made them in 
moſt places render the Hebrew ang 
Greek paſſagesſo ſcrupulouſly word for 
word,that tor fear of not keeping cloſ 
enough to the ſenſe, they uſually care 
not how much they loſe of the Ele- 
quence of the paſſages they Tranſlate, 
So that whereas in thoſe Verſions d 
orher Books that are made þy good 
Linguiſts , the Interpreters are wont 
to take the liberty to recede from the 
Author's words, and alſo ſubſtitute 
other Phraſcs inſtead of his, that they 
may expreſs his meaning without in- 
juring his Reputation : 1n tranſlating 

_ the Old Teſtament Interpreters have 
not put Hebrew Phraſes into Latin of 
Exgliſh Phraſes , but only into Latin 
or Exgliſh words , and have too often 
beſides, by not ſufficiently underſtand- 
ing, orat leaſt conſidering, the various 
ſignifications of Words, Particles and 
Tenſes inthe Holy Tongue, made ma- 
ny things appear leſs coherent , or {ls 

rational, or leſs conſiderable , which 
by a more free and skilfull rendring of 
: ti 
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the Original would not be bletniſhed 
byanyappearance of ſuch imperfe@ion. 
Andrhough this fault of Interpreters be 
pardonable enough 1h them,as catrying 
much of it's Excuſe in it's Cauſe, yer it 
cannot but much derogate from the 
Scripture to appear with peculiar diſ- 
adventages,befides thoſe many that are 
common ro almeſt all Books by being 
Tranſlared. | 
For whereas the Figutes of Rheto- 
rick ate wont by Orators to be redu- 
ced torwo Comprehenſive ſorts, and 
one of thoſe does ſo depend upon the 
ſound and placing of the words(whence 
yl "be Greek Rhetoriciaus call ſuch Fi- 
in-W gures XyuorTo Neftos ) that if they be al- 
ng *<r'd, though the ſcnſe be rerained, the 
vel figure may vaniſh; this ſor of figures I 
ors ſay, which compriſes thoſe thar Orarors 
tin call Epanados, Antanaclaſis,and a mulri- 
cn wdeof others,arewonrto beloſt infuch 
4d. literal Tranſlations as are ours of the 
ns Bibles as I could cafily ſhew by many 
nd} inſtances, if I choughr i Requiſite. 
2 Befides, there are in Hebrew, as in 
6 other Languages, certain appropriated 
Graces and a peculiar Emphaſis be- 
longing ro ſome expreſſions, which 
muſt neceſſarily be impaired by any 
; D 2 Tax 
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Conſiderations touching the Style = 
Tranſlation, and. are but roo often, 
quite loſt in thoſe that adhere too ſ{cru- 
pulonſly to the words of the Original, 
Andas in a lovely face, though a Pain- 
rer may well enough expreſs the cheeks 
and the noſe and lipps,yet there is often 
ſomerhing of ſplendor and vivacity in 


the Eyes which no Pencil can reach to; 


equal : fo in ſome choice Compolures, 


.though a skiltul Interpreter may hap- 


pily cnough render into his own Lan- 
guage a great part of what he tran(- 
lates, yer there may well be ſome 
ſhining paſſages , ſome ſparkling .and 
Empharical expreſſions'that he cannot 
poſhvly repreſent to the life. And this 
conſideration is more applicable to the 
Bible and it's Tranſlations than 'to 
other Books, for two particular Rea- 
ſons. PT 

For firſt, it 15 more difficult totranſ- 
late the Hebrew of the Old Teitament; 
than if that Book were written in Syr/ack 
or Arabich, or ſome ſuch other Eaſtern 
Language. Not that the Holy Tongue 
is mach more difficult to be learned 


than others, but becauſe in the; other: 


learned Tongues we know there are 
commonly variety of Books extant; 
whereby we may learn the various ſig- 

| | _. nifications 
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nifications of Words and Phraſes; 
whereas the pure Hebrew being unhap- 
pily loſt, except ſo much of it as re- 
mains in the Old Teſtament, out of 
whoſe Books alone. we can bur very 
imperfealy frame a Didtionary and a 
Language , there are many words, 
eſpecially the *AT&£ Azy6ume and thoſe 
that occur bur ſeldom, of which we 
know bur that one Signification, or 
thoſe-tew Acceprions wiicrein we find 
it us'd in thoſe Texts that we think we 
clearly underitand : whercas if we con- 
ſider the nature of the Primitive rongue, 
whoſe words being not numerous, 
are moſt of them Equivocal enough, 
and do many of them abound wiuh 
ftrangely-different meanings 3 and if 
we conſider too how likely it is thar 
the Numerous Conqueſts of Dauzs, 
and the Wiſdom, Proſperity, Fleets, 
and various Commerces of his ſon S4- 
bmon did both inrich and ſpread the 
Hebrew Language, it cannor bur ſeem 
very probable, that the ſame Word or 
Phraſe may have had divers other fig- 
nifications than Interpreters have ta- 
ken notice of, or we are now aware 
of, fince we find in the Chaldee, 
Syriark, Arabick, and other Eaſtern 
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Tongues, that the Hebrew words and 
Phraſes ( a little varycd, according 9 
the nature of thoſe Dialets ) have 0 fl 6 
ther, and oftentimes very differing fig- 
nifications beſides thoſe that the mo-iſ 6 
dern interpreters of the Bible have 
aſcribed ro them. I ſay the Modern, be- 
cauſe the Antient Verſions before, ot 
not long after our Saviour's time, and 
ehociels that which we vulgarly call 
the Septuagint's, do frequently favour 
our conjecture, by rendring Hebrey 
Words and Phraſes to ſenſes very di- 
ſtant from thoſe more received ſignifi- 
cations in our Texts, -when there ap- 
pears no other ſo probable reafon 
their ſo rendring them, as their be- 
lieving them capable of ſignifications 
differing enough trom thoſe to which 
our latcr Interpreters have thought fit 
ro confine themſelves, The ufe that 1 
would make of this Conſideration may 
cafily be conje&ured , namely , that 
tis probable that many of thoſe texts 
whole expreſſions, as they are rendred 
in our Tranſlations, ſcem flat, or im- 
proper , or incoherent with the con- 
rcxt, would appear much otherwiſe, 
if we were acquainted with all the} 
fignifications c> words and Eraſe 
that 


| \ 
chat were known in the times when the 
Hebrew Language flouriſhed, and the 
p Sacred Books were written : It being 
SW very likely, that among thoſe various 
NO-Yf fonifications ſome one or other would 
be afſerd a better ſcnſe and a more fignifi- 
"E cant & ſinewy expreſſion tnan we meer 

IS with in our Tranſlations, and perhaps 
a would make ſuch paſſages as ſeem flar 
ca" or uncouth appear Eloquent and Em- 
Pu phatical. Whilſt I am writing this, 
h our Engliſh Tongue preſents ro my 
6 thoughts an Example which may ſeem 
ny w illuſtrate much of the foregoing 
he Conſideration : and it is this 3 Thar 
UE tholigh, as one would caſily believe, 
Bf there are but a few forms of ſpeaking 
NS which relate to the Birch of Infants, yer 
cl there are five or ſix exprcſſons concer- 
7 ning that one affair, wherein very pe- 
2 culiar and unwonred notions belong to 
BE the Words & Phraſes, For if | ſay that 
TY ſuch a Woman has looked every hour 
4 theſe 1 days, That yelterday ſhe cryed 
"K out, That ſhe hada quick& ealy labour, 
" That laſt night ſhe was brought a bed, 
"& That now ſhe lyes in, and char iris fit 
we ſhould remember the Lady in the 
ſtraw; if, Iſay, I make uſe of any or 
all of cheſe exprefiions, an Englith- 
Ds man 


Conſuderations touohing the Style © 
man would readily underſtand meg. 
bur if I ſhould lircrally and word 

for word tranſlate them, 1 ſay not into 
Greek or Hebrew, bur into the Langua- 
ges of our neighbour Nations, French 
or 1tal:as, men would not underſtand 


' what I mean : and if a diſcourſe where- 


in they were employed were tranſlated 
by an Interpreter only acquainted with 
the genuine and more obvious fſigni- 
fication of the Exgliſh word, ir would 
in ſuch paſſages appear very diſadvan- 
tageoully, and perhaps þe thought im- 
pertinent or non-ſenfical to a French or 


ttalian reader. 


Bur this is not all ; for I conſider in 
the ſecond place, that not only we have 
loſt diverſe of the ſignifications of many. 
of the Hebrew words and Phraſes, but 
that we have allo loſt the means of ac- 
quainting our ſclves with a multitude 
of particuJars relating to the Topo- 
graphy, Hititory, Rites, Opinions, Fa- 
ions, Cuſtomes, &c. of the Antient 
Jewsand neighbouring Nations, with- 
out the knowledge of which we can- 
not in the perufing of Books of ſuch 
Antiquity as thoſe of the Old Teſta- 
ment, and written by and. (principally) 
for Jews, we cannot I ſay bur loſe. 

| | \cry 
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ery much of char eſteem, delight and 
liſh with which we ſhould rcad very 

any paſſages if we diſcerned the Re- 
erences and Alluſionsthat are made in 


q- gcrcnet | 
<< Whcnito thoſe Stories, Proverbs, Opi- 
1d Mins, &c. to which ſuch paſſages may 


cll be ſuppoſed to Relate. And this 
onjeure. will not I' preſume appear 
rational, if you but conſider how ma- 
y of the handlomeſt paſſages in Fuve- 


her Lacine VVriters (not to mcntion 
Heſjod , Maſews , cr other ancienter 
recks ) are loſt to ſuch Readers as are 
nacquainted with the Roman Cu- 
omes, Government. and Stories, nay 
br are not ſufficiently informed of a 
zreat many. particular circumſtances re- 
ating to the condition of thoſe times, 
and of diverſe particular perſons poin- 
&d at in thoſe Poems 3 and therctore 
t 15 that the later Criticks have becn 
ain to write Comments or at leaſt 
ores upon every Page, and in ſome 
ages upon almoſt every Line of thoſc 
Books, to enable the Readcr to diſcern 
he Eloquence and Reliſh the Wit of 
he Author. And if ſuch Dilucidati- 
ons be neceſſary to make us value wrt- 
Ings that treat of familiar and ſecular 
| — affairs, 
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val, Perſiv , Martial and diverſe 0-- 
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affairs, and were written in an Europe 
Language, & in Times and Countrig' 
much nearer to ours, how much do you © 
think we muſt loſe of the Elegancy 
the Book of Fob, the Plalms of Davy 
the Song of Salomon, and other Sacre( 
compoſures, which nor only treat of 
tentimes of ſublime and fupernarurll 
Myſteries, but were written in very 
mote Regions ſo many Ages ago, a 
midſt Circumſtances to molt of which 
we cannot but be great ſtrangers > And 
thus much for my firſt general Con 
deration. 

My ſecond is this, That we ſhoull 
carefully diſtinguiſh berwixt whar th 
Scripture itſelf ſayes, and what is onl 
ſaid in the Scripture. For we muſt not 
look upon the Bible as an Oration & 
God to men, or as a Body of Laws, 
like our Engliſh Statute-Book, wheret f 
it 15 the Legiſlator that all rhe way ® 
ſpeaks to the people, but as a Colle-W P 
Qion of compolures of very differing} *| 
ſorts, and written at very diſtant rimes f 
and of ſuch compoſures, that though} Y 
the Holy Men of God (as S. Peter t 
calls them ) were acted by the Holy t 
Spirit. who both excited and —_ C 
| chem 
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all them in Penning the Scripture, yet. 
lf there are many other beſides the Au- 
J thor& rhePen-me introduced ſpeaking 
there, For befides the Books of Foſuab , 
Tudges, Samuel, Kings , Chronicles , 


| Þ the four Evangeliſts, the Acts of the 


Apoſtles, and orher parts of Scripture 


aff} thar are evidently Hiſtorical and wont 


tobeſo called , there are in the other 
Books many paſſages that deſcrve the 
© {ame name, and many others wherein, 
J though they be not meer Narratives of 
things done , many Sayings and Ex- 
preflions are recorded that cither be- 
long nor to the Author of the Scrip- 
ture, or mult be looked upon as ſuch 
wherein his Secretaries perſonate 0- 
thers. So that ina conſiderable part of 
the Scripture , not onely Prophets and 
Kings and Pricſts being introduced 
ſpeaking , bur Souldiers, Shephcards 
and Women , and ſuch other ſorts of 
perſons from whom witty or eloquent 
things are not ( eſpecially when they 
ſpeak extempore ) to be expected ,- it 
would be very injurious to impute to 
the. Scripture any wantof Eloquence 
that may be noted in the Expreſſions 
of others than it's Author. For though 
not only in Romances , bur in many of 

thoſe 


Conſtderations touching the Style i 
thoſe that paſs for true Hiſtories , the 
ſuppoſed Speakers may be'obſerved t 
talk as well as the Hiſtorian 3 yet that 
is but either becauſe-the men ſo intro- 
diced were Embaſladors , Orators, ct 
Generals , or other Eminent men for 
parts as well as employments , or be- 
cauſetheHiſtorian does,as it often hap- 
pens, glve himſelf the liberty to make 
Speeches for them , and does not ſet 
down what indeed they ſaid, bur what 
he thought fit that ſuch perſons on ſuch 
occaſions ſhould have Fd : whereas 
the Pen-men of the Scripture , as one 
of them truly profeſſes , having not 
followed cunningly-devifed Fables in 
what they have written, have faithfully 
{er down the Sayings as well as Acti- 
ons they record, without making them 
rather congruous to the conditions of 
the Speakers than to the Laws of 
Truth, Fa wk | 

Nor 15 it onely the ſtyle of very ma- 
ny paſſages of Scripture that may be 

juſtified by our ſecond Conſideration , 

but with the ſame Diſtin&ion well ap- 

plied we may filence fome of their 

malicious Cavils who accule the Scrip- 

ture of reaching Vice by the ungodly: 

Sayings and Examples that are _ 
| an 
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theſandthere tobe mer with in it. But as 


d role Apoſtle ſaid 8 that they ave not all 7 Rom, 6. 


charlf®7ae! that are of Iſrael ;10 may we ſay , 
rro-Mhat all is: nor Scripture that is in the 
Scripture .:» for many wicked perſons 
and their perverter/Sathan are there jn- 
oduced ,, whole Sayings tne Holy 
WEGhoſk does not adopr, bur barely regi- 
ers; nor does the Scripture affirm that 
hatrhey ſaid was true ,: but that it is 
rue they ſaidit. . And if I had not re- 
duced ſome of thefe Cavillers to con- 
fels 'that they never'. did themſelves 
cad thoſe pieces of the Bible art ſome 
of whole paſſages they cavil , I ſhould 
much more admire than I do to find 
them father as confidently as they do 
all they. hear cired- from it upon the 
Enditer-of it, as if the Devils ſpeeches 
were not recorded rhere; and as if it 
were requiſite romake ;og un atm | 
ly inſpired , that. all the Blatphemies 
1- | & Crimes it regiſters ſhould be ſo too. 
x As forthe 11s recorded intheScripture, 
belides:rhat wicked perſons were ne- 
- © ceſlary to exerciſe Gods Children and 
r © illuſtrate his providence,and beſides the 
Allegations comonly made on thatſub- 
je, we may conſider that there being 
many things to be declined as well as 
prac- 


'  Conſuderattons touthrng the Style © A 
praRiſeg,'twas fir we ſhould be tauph 


' - as well what to avoid as what to inj wh; 


Reva, 24, 


race 3 and the known rocks and ſhelwgh, ;, 
do as well guide the Sea-men as thifls,, , 
Pole-ſtar. Now as we could nothh;ſe 
armed againſt the 'Tempters tmethodh, 
it we ignor'd them 5 fo could we nefff] j 
ver fafcher nor better learn them tha by 
in his Book who can alone diſcover th 
wilcs and fathom rhe depths of Sathaf 
and track him through all his windithWgnc 
& (otherwiſe untraceable) Labyrinth; 
and in that Book where the Antidoiſhir 
is exhibited with the Poyſon,and eithalfh 
mens defcat or victory may teach us ape 
others coſts and without our hazara 
the true art of that warfare we are ali 
{o highly concerned in; And as Chyr 
miſts obſerve in the Book of Nature} 
That thoſeSimples that wear the figur 
or reſemblance ( by them termed SigWof 
nature ) of a diſtemper'd part are Meſh; 
dicinal for that part of thar Infirminſly: 
whole ſignature they bear z ſo in God: 
other Book the Vicious perſons ther] 
mention'd ſtil] prove under ſome not 

on or upon ſome {core or other Antido- 

tal againſt cheVices notorious in them, 
being (to preſent it you allo in a Scrip- 
ture Simile) like the Brazen Serpent 5 

| t 


" Bike Wilderncls ſet up to cure.the Poy- 
Won infalcd; by choſe they reſemble. 
ul hatſoeuer things were written afore- Kn.15.4 
limes, ſayes the Apoſtle were written 
UB, our {p5traiion. And to make further 
Wuſcof our former compariſon, thoſe to 
Swhom the Scripture gives the names of 
' MT. ions, VWolves, Foxcs, & other Brutes, 
by God's aſſiſtance prove to his Saints 
Sinftructive Beaſts as doth the Nor- 
""Schern Bear unto. the wandring Pilot : 
Wand: as. Antiently God fed his Servant 
unE1;as ſometimes by an Angel, ſome- 
"Mcimes by a VVoman, and ſomerimes 
Vcoo. by Ravens 3 ſo doth he make all 
5 perſons in the Bible, whether good or 
Wbad or indiffercnt, ſupply his ſervants 
USwith that inſtruction which is the Ali- 
ment of Vertne and of Souls, and 
Wakes them and their examples contri- 
bute to rhe verification of that paſſage 
of Saint Paul, wherein he ſayes that all ron.s, 28, 
EB:b1ngs co-operate for good to them that 
ove God,,.. ... | 
My third Conſideration is this , 
hat the ſeveral Books of the Bible 
tWBycre written chiefly and primarily to 
hoſe to whom they were firſt addre(- 
Wicd, and to their contemporaries, and 
$ that yet the Bible not being written for 
one 
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one Age or People onely , hurtorth - 
whole people of God , confiſting lm 
perſons of all Ages, Nations , Sexafi þe 
Complexions and Conditions, it will thi 
fit it ſhould be wrictenin ſuch a way al we 
thar none of all theſe might be quinif 
excluded from the advantages defignalrhs 
chem in it. Therefore were theſe Sſich: 
cred Books ſo wiſely as well 'as graifficer 
ciouſly temper'd, thattheir Varicty {ag 
comprehends the ſeveral abilities andþþ 
diſpoſitions of tneni that ('as ſome PicCu 
ures ſeem to have their cyes'dtreahſh 
fix'd on evcry one that looks on them 
fronz whar part ſoever of the room 
eyes them) there isſ{carce any frame dtha 
ſpirit a man can be of , or any condl 
tion he can be in , ro which ſome pal- 
ſage of Scripture is not as patly apMive 
phcable as if it were meant for him, of}: 
. 2 $29.12, ſaid to him,as Nathan once did to Daiſper 
%7. wid, Thou art the man, What has bectiſÞ 
thns obſerved rouching God's deſignin p 
the contrivance of the Scripture mayſiick 
aſſiſt us ro defend the ſtyle of a greathuc 
mulrtirude of it's Texts , and parricu-Mry 
larly of diverſe of thoſe which belonglic 
to the five following kinds: | | 


And 


r 


"* — "yo... —_— Sa, 
ni OA e117 prAyes, 


i 


And: farſt, the. fer [ :that 
 Y make up the. Canon ofthe Scripture 
SY being primarily :defigned for their uſe 
al char-lived in the times: wherein they 
/ WY were divulged ; it need be no- wonder 
if cach:of . chem. contain many things 
that principally concern the perſons 
Micharthen Lived, and be accordingly writ- 
Fcen in-fuch a way that many of it's paſ- 
ages -allude and otherwiſe relate to 
fi particular Times 5 Places, Perfons, 
FCuſtomes; Opinions , Stories', &c: 
hich by our : formerly-mentioned 
ant of a good account of ſuch te- 
Wnore Ages & Regions cannot afford us 
har) inftruction- and: fartisfaRion. that 
Whoſe +0 whom ſuch. Books were im 

*Wcdiately: addreſfed-might eaſily. de- 

Wive from che peruſalof them. -: > 
ol 'Nexe; as ſome portions of Scripture 
"cre ptincipally. deſigned for ages very 
Wn fince paſt,. ſoſame other. parts of 
cially thoſe that are yer Prophe- 
Bd;rmay probablyretpect tarure rimes 
auch thote than ours: : and our'Poſte- 
cu-Wtyimay admire what we cahnot: now 
2n8EWlich ; ibecauſeiwe do nor yer under+ 
Wand ir. Moreoverthere|being:inany 
__ e's $f Scripture; ; as. almoſt: rhe 

\nd@hole laur laſt Rn * 


in 


24 Conſiderations.towehing-MaStyle * 
in God is intraduted as cither' mine 
diatcly. or mediatcly giving Gaws:w 
his people or his worſhippers: Lu 
poſe it will not-be thought. neceflay 
thiar ſuch parts of: Scripture ſhould bf - 
Eloquemtly: written: , and that:the Si -/ 
preme Legiſlator ofthe World , wif ; 
reckons the greateſt Kings amongft bg | 
Sabjes , ſhould in giving Laws till | 
bimfelf ro thoſei-of Rhetorick , th | 

G 
f 


{crupulous obſervation of whuchwou 
much .derogate.from thoſe rwo- Qual 


tyes ſo conſiderable in Laws, Cle » 
neſs. and Majeſty, : e. 1 3:0 þ 
Beſides, there being a ſort. of ma 6 

of which I hopeithie number: will dailffi } 
encrealſe,, whoſhave ſuch a defire wi $ 

$ P22.1.12 Petey; tells us the: Angels. chemfſeldf | 
- cheriſh, to look inro the Myſteries p 
Religion , andare qualified wirhthfl a 
vated and:comprehenſive Intelieas if ic 
apprehend them 1p ſome meafure;itY C 
aot- unfit that 'to. exetciſe -ſoch mull [2 
abilities, and to reward their iindufil fr 
there ſhould be ſome abſiruſe Tex] in 
Scripture fitted corhecapacirics ofifulſ fy 
ſpetulative wits., and abovethe readff th 
of vulgar Appvchenfions, fi 621 bl ſhi 
:And:on-the orherfide-;, he Om th 


dent Ax of the Script 
F*R I cell 


RY , of the H, Scriptures, ON Ie 


me-Y ſeeing that it would follow from the 
off condition of mankind that the greatcſt 
ups part. of the members of the Church 
an would be no great Clerks,and many of 
1 bell them very weak or illiterate ,. it was 
56 bur fuirable ro his goodneſs char a grear 
us many other paſflages of the Eooks de- 
tbl figned for them as well as others, 
19. Qhiould be written in ſuch a plain. & fa- 
tf miliar way as may befit ſuch Readers, * 
ou and. let chem fee that they were nor 
uy forgotten. or ovet-looked by him who 
euly {ayes by the Propher that all Ezech. 18. 
Souls are his... And yer ia many even + 
of: theſe Texts -which ſeem. chiefly to 
have been deſigned to reachthe.fimple, 
Scholars themlelves may find much to 
leam. For nat onely there are ſome 
paſlagesthar contain milk for Babes , 
and others that exhibir ſtrong . meax 
tor riper ſtomacks; but ofrenrumes ( as 
Cows afford borh-milk and:bect.) the 
lane Texts thar:Paþes. may, {dk milk 
from, Rrong menteay find rang. mear 
in-\The Scriprure it felt im ome ſente 
fulfilling the promiſe. made, us. in it ; | 
that Habenti dahiter (to bin that bath 
ſhall he geven, ). and being lik2 a fire 
tharferves molt men bur to warm, and 
dry — rheir.mcar > 
DG ie 2 


' bur 
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Conſiderations touching the Style 
but ſerves the skilfull Chymiſt ro draw 
Quinteſſences and make Extracts, 

I doubt not but you are acquainted 
as well as I with diverſe querulous 
Readers , who very boldly find fault 


with this variety wherein, God hath 


thought fir ro exhibir his Truth” and 
declare his Will in Holy Writ, and 
preſume to cenſure ſome Texts as too 
myſterious , very . many as too plain, 
But theſe exceptions at the Occonomy 
of the Scripture do commonly proceed 
from their Pride that make them 3 for 
that vice inclining them- to fancy that 
the Bible either was or ought to haw 
been written purpoſely for them 
prompts them to make exceptions ſui- 
table ro ſuch a preſumption , * and 


whilft they look upon their own abili 


ties as the meaſure of all diſcourlſes, 
to call alf that tranſcends their appre 
henfions Dark, and all that equals it 
not Trivial. They will be alwayes find- 
ing fault withthe Holy Ghoſts expref- 
ſons ; both where tus condeſcenſion 
make them cleer , and where the ſub 
limity of rhe matter leaves them ob- 
ſcurer ; like Batrs, ' whoſe tender eyes 
love' neither day nor night , and are 
Only-pleaſed with (what is alone pro- 

| £5 portioned 


$ 2.2 ES >. mr gong on 6. oe. eo... 


"0 oy - of the H. Scripture, 


oxtioned to their weak ſight ) a Twi- 

he that is bath or neither. Bur as a 
akilfull Fowler ( and the compariſon 
will-be excuſed by thoſe that remem- 
berthat God in Scripture is faid to be 


d as a Cart 15 preſſed that 1s full of Amos 1x, 


ves , and the Son of Manto be as a '3: 
Theef tn tre might ) according to the 
differing natures of his game, ſo con- 
ttives and appropriates tis ſtratagems, 
that ſome he catches with light ( as 
Larks with day-nets ) ſome with bays 
(as. Pigeons witch Peaſe ) ſome with 
frights(asBlack-birds with a Sparrow- 
Hawk or a Low-bell ) and ſome he 
draws in with company (as Ducks and 
ſuch, like ſociable Birds with decoy- 
Fowl : ) ſo God knowing that ſome 
perſons muſt be wrought upon by Rea- 
ſon ,-others allured by Intereſt , ſome 
driven in by Terrour, and others again 
brought in by Imiration, hath by a rare 
and merciful ( if I may ſo call ir ) ſup- 
pleneſs of wjiſdome ſo varied the Hea- 
venly Do&rine into Rariocinations, 
Myſteries, Promiſes, Threats and Ex- 
amples, that there is nor any fort of 
peopk that in the Scripture may not 
find Religion repreſented in that form 
they are moſt diſpoſed tg receive im- 
E 3 preſſions 


2X4-,4.34 the Prophet thar ſhrunk himſelf inw 
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 preſſions from; God therein graciouſly 
dealing with his Children nor unlike 


the proportion of the Child he mean 
to revive. ' The gentuſes, the capacities 
and the diſpoſitions of men are ſo di 
ſtin& ; 4nd oftentimes ſo extravagant; 
that there is ſcarce a paſſage of Sctip 
ture that is nor ſnitable or appro 
priate to fome of thoſe numberleſs 4b 
tcrences of humor the Bible was'ds 
ſigned for , ' and inthar unimaginabl 
variety of occurrences ſhared among 
ſuch vaſt multitudes finds'nor a proptt 
objeR, 'And therefore God who ( hi 
ving created them ): beſt knows'the 
frame of mens ſpirits; having bee 
pleaſed ro match rli&m/ with prope 
Texts, I ſhall nor'quarrel with: hi 
— to: liſp myſteryes to thoſe 


that would be dererred by -any orths 

way of expreſſing therti;and to qualifhſf (v 
his Inſtruments accotding' ro the - ni4f co 
eures he deſigns theny' ro work upon; the 
Icſt .he ſhould ſay to 'me with. the tur 
Houſe-holder in the Goſpel , 7s thinffj of 
eye Evi'l bectafe I am Good 7 And (ur fly 
ir muſt extremely misbecome us ro 7648 dil 
pinc at rhe greatneſs of Gods condefy val 
{cenfions, only vpon the {core of alff as: 


Know 


Knowledge: or: Attainmenrs that: we 
..-By refleting upon._the three: force 
pong pentralConſidetarions,you will, 
preſume ,: cafily parceive. what it is 
hat is: precended ko in:what b repre- 
fenxeo you'in the behalf of the ſtyle of 
pM the geriprure. For you will caſily:gueſs 
by: what Ihave tuitherra cold you 1 

if d notto prove oraffertthatever 
HW Text of Scriprure ,- eſpecially in rranſ- 
latious, 15s:embellifhed with the Orha- 
menes:of: Rhetorick,' but only to ſhew 


palff thoſerworthings, the'one, Thar as there 


148 maybe drawn from-.diverſe things in 
ty che Sctiprare it {elf (without excluding 
al the [ſtyle ) confiderable. Arguments:of 


ll ic's having been wrieten or approved 


hl by naen;peculiacly affifted by rhe Spirit 
i: Gad 5 10'if a manbe perſwaded 


her cicher by-rhele intrinfick Arguments 


ill (wich I may in another paper evince 
tobe no {light ones)or by any others,of 
the Heavenly Origination of the Serip- 


Ty cure:;/7 if; Lay, a:manbe per{waded 


1m of this; ſhe ought nor in rcaſon by the 
ureſl fiyle of 'theſe Books ro be kept .from 
je-@ diligently ſtudying of them, and highly 
d&F£ valuing chern. The other ( which 41 add 
oF as one.evincemenr of the former ) is, 

In E 4 Thar 
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that nar onely the Scripture 'i®'every 
where written with as much eloquena 
as the chicf Anchor (whoſe: Otpni- 
ſcience qualified him ro judgebeſtin 
the caſe.) thought fit and expedient fot 
his wife ends in/publiſhing ir, bur that; 
as = rub I Books, 
pecially intherr Originals, very: many 
paſſages of — nds." far from-being 


[8 


deſttrure of what even our. VVeſten 


Nartions count Eloquence , that they 
dcletve tobe Admired for-it., - And, 
Theophilus,if you pleaſe ro keep in your 


eye what I have:nowitold youconcern | 


ing my Scope in'writing,and-to bearinif 


your memory the three general Cons 
{:ideratiens I have premiſed',:L ſhall 
need hereafteras often as I have occs- 


ſion to mention them, only to/point at 


them, 'and thereby ſhall:excuſe youſh 
and my felt from the unwelcomerrowi 
ble:of many times repeating the ſanuÞ 


things. : 34 . Ji» ,..444 Wil 
To proceed thento the. more parti- 


cular OQbjeions againſt the Scripture; 
The firſt I ſhall conſider is , Thar it is 


obſcure. ' And this I find alleged by 
twoſort of: men to twodifferingpur- 
poſes 3 ſome endcavouring; by ir! ro 


diſgrace the Bible , and others: only 


- making 


*I'' 


1 
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©: oF the H,Soriptares, . | 
making the pretended darkneſs of ma- 
: of it3 paſſages: an Excuſe for their 
jl0 < ang 1t.  - c-4 
pe rſt ſort of Objecors Ian 
rer-, that it is lictle Jeſs than incvita- 
ble that many paſſages of the 'Scrip- 
re-ſhould ſeem obſcure to us,; and 
ata: is bur. fit:that ' diverſe orhers 
ol dbeſoroo,:': $64 Wh =_ 
- Farfirſt,the Objecors,as I former- 
ly obſerved , reading the Bible bur in 
ranflations, are deſtitute of - thoſe 
lps'to underſtand the ſenſe of man 
Paſſages that 'may be afforded by skill 
in che Original Languages; Beſides; 
hat even to thoſe'that have taken pains 
o underſtand the.Original Tongues, 
x Genuine ſenſe--of diverſe words 
and Phraſes is denied- by the injury of 
time," through which ( as was already 
nowed) a greater /part of the” Hebrew 
and Chaldean Tongues:have becn'loft. 
.: Secondly , Many Texts appear ob- 
ſcure.co thoſe. that live. in theſe latter 
times;, only becauſe that by reaſon of 
the periſhing of thoſe Writings and 
other Monuments. of Antiquity that 
werecontemporary tothe Books-of the 
Old Teſtament, we cannot beſuffici- 
ently-acquainted with the _ the 
3204, : aws 


32 Conſidlvations toucbing the Style 
Laws and Cuſtomes: of tehe Fewes' aniiſibo 
other Nations:mentioned tn the Script 
ture, ſo that it need be: no. wondered 
&ivers Paſſages of. the Books: of 'G;$1cc 
eſis, Joſuah,Fudges, Samuel, the K yt Vit 
Hefter, &other Hiſtorical Books af thiiſpts 
Scrigrure,as alſo. of the four laſt Booſt 
of Moſes, are obſcure to us ,: anda 
mighr be very intelligible to thoſe! 
whoſe times they were written;and{af$y91 
whoſe ule they were principally deligy 
ed, Ag although Lycrus Florus wo 
in many | cngary 5 con very obſcure}: 
ſuch Readers as know nothing of tip" 
Komanaffairs but by.the account givaſſ9: 
of them in his writings ( whence :< 
verſe late Criticks have been invired ff 
luſtrate him out of orher Lacine Au 
chors)yet queſtionleſs ro the Kama Res 
ders that lived in his.time, or not va 

Jong after, his Book was caly enough 
be underitood. How much the want ax 
other Hiſtorians contemporary. to thyſ 
Pen-me of theOld Teſtament may mak 
things ſeem obſcure thar might by ſud 
ſtories be cafily cleered up,we may ob 
ſerve from divers Paſſages of the Newſf®0 
Teftament,which can ſcarce be:wel un” 
derſtood wirhour an account of Herad 
family, and the changes that ppt 0m”; 
Ou 


"aaffour our Saviours time in Fudea, 
xripSvbich was ſometimes all of it gover- 
ex ed by Herod the Great that maſſa- 
'6a&red the Children ar. Bethlehem , and 


ometimes was governed by 7:late.and 
1 1 her Koman Magittrares , and ſome- 
a@imcs was ſo. divided that it was as to 
| willome.parts--on'y governed by Hered's 
eaDclcndents:under various. Titles ; the 
ova of che Knowledge of which, and 
ion ithe ſeveral. Princes that bore the 
uWame of, Herod, docs much puzzle ma+ 
ey Readers that are Strangers to Foſe- 
tb. And it ſeems ſomewhar ſtrange 
ve 0: manygthat Chr oh ſhould in St. Lake Luk 21. 
d8ÞdJmoniſh his Hearers to flye out ofFe-, *35452- 
| of oſalem and Judea, and not refaft thi- 
lier from:che neighbouring Countries, 
ben they ſhould ſceFeruſalem encompaſſed 
en@1th Armzes, ſance-thole Armies would 
\oprobably hinder. the counſelled retire- 
oFyent (ar: leaſt a5 to theCity.) Vhere-+ 
Hellas be that, finds:in the Story , thar rhe 
Reman forces underGratus did On a ſud- 
den , and{ as good Authors tell us) 
Mwichour any manifcſi Cauſe withdraw 
trom the ſiege of Jerzfalem, and then 
nrcturn to it again, and ( under Tits ) 
;carry the Town by force 3 he that 
Wihall rcad allo in Exſeb, 1:b, 3. cap. 5. 
mt - | that 
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' that the Chriſtians of Jeruſalem 0 y 
( divinely admoniſhed) make uſe ofthÞ'r 
Opportunity preſented them roquiraÞ* 
of them the City and retire to Pellag0! 
the other ſide of Fordanz He, I ſay,th 

ſhall read &rake notice of all this,wilf 
not only cleerly underſtand rhe Reak 
nableneſs of our Saviours warning?! 
bur admire the Prophertick Spirir bf 
which he could give it.- And as itt 
difficult to colle& our of the Old Ti 
ſtament alone the Hiſtory of rh6k 
times wherein it was written; ſo iti 
not tobe expe&ed, thar out of tha 
Books we ſhould be able ro colleR ani 
comprehend either complear Idzas« 
the Iſraclitiſh Government Civil an*: 
Ecclefiaſtical,or rhe true Stare of thei 
ſeveral Seas, Opinions and affairesi 
marters of Religion : And yet withat 
che Knowledge of thoſe ir cannot bet 
but that many Texts will ſeem Obſcun 
rous, which were not at-allſo-to the! 
that were coztaneous to the Pen-malt®* 
of thoſe Books. The Labours of ſone* 
modern Criticks that have pur then 
{elves to the trouble of making a tho- 
row ſearch into the Writings of thoſe 
{[ewiſh Rabbies thar lived about owf© 
Saviour's and his Apoſtles times, haw. 


' 
( 


ye WW - of the H, Scriptures. 
» by tic help of this Rabinical Learning 
of i eady cleered up glvers Texts which 
uit aefore were Dark,becaule they related 
zo particular Seas, Cuſtoms,Sayings or 
7 ,chſOpinions amonelt the thenFews, whoſe 
5 wiknowledge the Writers of the New 
eagWeſtamenc do nor Teach but Suppoſe. 
tins WAnd.I doubr not but higher and valu- 
it ble Artainments in that kind of Lear- 
s icing (how worthleſs ſoever I ſhould 
1 Think ie; if it were not conducive to the 
hef@lluſftration of the Scripture ) will ere 
ite be very long diſperſe thar Obſcurity, 
hd@vhich yet dwells upon divers other 
an exts,. and will ſhew the Groundleſs- 
15;oels of all our Cavils at them, as well 
2,5 chat of many of gur roo fierce con- 
heWFentions about them, I ſhall add.,rhat 
e538 dare almoſt preſume to queſtion , 
ou8Fvhether even our famoulſcſt Criticks 
t ave not lefr divers Moſaical Texts in 
unite dark-, -if nor clouded them by their 
-n—-ommenrs, meerly for want of know- 
ang of the Religion of the antient Za- 
mef$145, in oppoſition of whoſe Magical 
Fvorſhip and Superſtirzons, I am apt ro 
1o-@hink-divers Ceremonies of the Ritual 
ae8-2w of the Fews to have been inftitu- 
wiFed. - And ,yct of thoſe Zavriſts ( or 


Ivo 491% (3 Ig ns, = þ 
S"2Y and Czy4mar as the Hebrews 


and 


Conſideratrons touehing the Style © 
and Arabtans expreſs the name)1 find 
deep and general ſilence 'in -Clafſid 
Aurhors, except (the Rabby's Orach 
Maimonides, our 'of whom our gre 
Anrtiquary ( MF. Selden ) both in fam 
liar diſcourſe and in his excellent Traf 
of rhe Syr:az Deities gave me: firſt 
hint , which by lighting on anor 
Author of thoſe parts -I have ſin 
had the luck ro improve ſufheiently, 
make me tear, char they that are ſtray 
gers 12 the Zahrans Rites and: Cree 
will ſcarce give us the cleereſt account 
the Theme 1s capable of in divers pd 
ſages of the Moſaigk Law : as I a 
apt to- think that our Ignorance ( 
want Of raking notice of the Perſw 
fions and Pratces of rhe Gaofticks,C 
porratians , and*-the Seas allyed t 
theirs, if it do not make us miſtake at 
miſs-interprer, doth art keaſt: keep 
from giving the cleereſtImterpreratia 
whereof they are capable to many Pi 
ſages of the New Teſtament ,-wher 
ehey are either cleerly Pointed ar 
cloſely Related ts. Mig Qtitilg! 

"Thirdly , we may reaſonably fup 
poſe, that of the Texts: that are nd 
diſhcult unto us,-there atedivers ® 
are ſo bur becauſe they were prin 
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if pally intendedfor'the uſe of thoſe that | 
26 ſhall live in afrer-times, by whom they 
ack will queſtionleſs be better underſtood. 
Tra Tothe Fews thar lived in and long after 
amilff Meſs his time ,' tnany of thoſe Predi- 


ra Qions both Verbal and Typical of the 
rt & Mefſhas ſcemed very Dark,which to us 


whe Cheiftians are abundantly 1luftrated 
ſinglf by the riſing of that San of Righreouſ- 
yy, nds ;-who was aimed at in them. 
rad And' though ' the "Myſterious Tem- 
lll pls and Ciry deſcribed in Exetie!, 
un as allo much of rhe Apocalypſe and di- 
ll vers other Prophertck Paſſages of Holy 
Laff Writ do yer ſeem abſtruſerous, yer 
e of they 'will- nor appear ſo ro thoſe, ro 
(wh whom their - Completion ( the beſt 


Co expeſitor of dark Prophecies ) ſhall 
d of have unfotded them. ' For I obſerve, 
 anffl that as ſome Divine prediftions -are 


cleerly/ expreſſed ro the intent thar 
{on thoſe thar are made-acquatnted with 
_ may beforehand o_ pps 
pen; {o others are propoled,, nortlo 

4 ae owe, they are firſt 
| addrffe#; ſhould know the foretold 
ſi} evetns'before rhey come ro paſs," as 
oj that; 'when they do come to pals," the 
ill fare accampliſhmene that cpu 
ing ehcindy evincetharthe Fore _ 
al 201217 them 
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- ſciples, to whom he Propheſyed- the 


#xpreſſing it. . For.not to. mention that 


s * 


them was able to Forelee chem: actty 
ding to thar of our Saviour to his Db 


Sufferings they ſhould undergo ,. The 
things bave 1 tgld you, that when the'taw 
ſball:come ye may remember that 1 told 

of them. | 


- - 


Fourrhly,ic was fit,that there ſhouj 
be ſome ObſcurePaſlages left in the wy 
ſpired Volume, tokeep thoſe from tiy 
Knowledge of -ſome of thoſe Divin 
Myfteries,that are borh delightful ad 
uſctul, chough nor abſolutely neceſſary, 
who do not. think ſuch knowledgt 
worth ſtudying for. As itwas allo 
(which | parcly noted above)rhar then 
ſhould be ſome clouded andmyſteriow 
Texts, to excite and. recompence tit 
Induſtry and ſpecylation of Elevatel 
wits and Religious. Inquirors... -- :-: 
Laftly, there are divers Obſcure. pl 


ſages in Scripture , wherein the diſh 
culry lyes in the thing it ſelf chat is,ex: 
preſfled,nor inthe Scriptures manner of 


obſcureneſs,that is wont to attendPro- 
pherick-.Raptures ( of which rhere are 
many mentioned in Scripture,) there 
are divers tings, that we agree to ef by 


. &6 LO 
Knowable by the] re light of. Nature on 


* Without 
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without Revelation, which: yet are ſo 
FE uncaſic- to be. ſatisfaoraly underſtood 
ml by: our imperfc& Imelledts , that ler 
"IF them be delivercd in the 'clearcft Ex- 
ug pcefſions men can deviſe, the; Notions 

chemſelves ' wilh yet appear Obſcure. 
MW Thus in natural Philolophy it ſelf, 
ug the Nature of Place and Time,the Ori- 
UEgineof Motion,and the manner where= 
by the humane Soul performs her Fun» 
= ions, are things which no VVricers 
delivered fo clearly, as not to leave the 
Wchings ſomewhat Obſcure ro Inqui- 
fitive and Examining Readers. And 
W ſhall we then wonder that thofe Texts 


and Decrces of God, and of fuch fub- 
lime- Myiteries as the Trinity, rhe Ins. 
carnation, the influence : of the Spirit 
upon the Soul of man, and ſuch orher 
abſtruſe things, which it cannot be Rea- 
ſonably. expe&ed that humane words 
ſhould keep ' from being hard ro be 
comprehended by humane undetftan- 
dns, ſhould be. Obſcure ro us, elpe- 
cially -if we fuffer our not underſtan- 
ding their full meaning ar firſt ro des 
ter'us from endeavouring to find it out 
by furcher fiudy 7 I am ſorry I can add 
on this 'Oecation, that divers Texts 

| F are 
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of Scripture, that treat of rhe Nature 


8 


are made'to appear more dark, rhan- 
therwayes.they would, by the Gloſſe 
and Interpretations of ſome, that pre- 
rehnd to expound them. For rhere are 
divers ſubril men, who being perſwa- 
ded upon certain Metaphyſical Noti- 
ons they are fond of, or by the Autho- 
rity of ſuch cither Churches or Per- 
ſons as they highly Reverecnce, thy 
ſuch or-ſuch Niceties are either requi- 
ſite to, the Explication of. this or tha 
Doctrine delivered in Scripture, or a 


a ( 
Pri 


kaſt deducible from it, will make bold; 


ſo to interpret dark Texts ( and ſome 
times even clear ones ) that they ſhal 
ſ{cem ro hold forth not only their own 


ſenſe, but the nice ſpeculations or dei 
dudions of him that quotes them : Soff 
that divers Texts, which to a Rationale: 


and unprepoflcfled peruſer would ap- 
pear plain enough, ſeem tocontain Ir 
extricable” difficulties to thoſe unwan 
or prejudicate Readers, who are nd 
carcfu] rodiſtinguiſh betwixt the plain 


ſenſe of a Text it ſelf, and thoſe Mel 


taphyſical ſubrtilties, which witty and 
mtercſted Perſons would father uponſj 


ir,though oftentimes thoſe'Niceties are 
citherſo groundleſs, that though there 


needs much Vit to deviſe them, there 


needs 


needs bur a little Reaſon to deſpiſe 


them 3 or ſo unintelligible, as ro rempr 


a conſidering man to ſuſpe&, thar rhe 
Yropoſcrs either mean not what they 


"Wpeak, or underſtand not what they 


ay. ' And I could wiſh theſe Meta- 


Wphyſical Querks, with which ſevcral 


xt only School-men but ather Wri- 
ers have perplexed the Dodtrine of 


| redeſtinacion, of che Trinity, of the 
aKverarion of the Spiric of God upon the 


Hl of man , and ſome other myſte- 


ol ies of Chriſtian Religton, did not give 


dvantagcs againſt thoſe Dodrines to 
eters of them , and perhaps 
ake ſome men oppoſers; who other- 
iſe would not have been ſo. And I 


War, that too great an opportunity has 
Ween afforded ro Arheiſtical wits by 


unintelligible Phancies, which ma- 
y have made bold ro add to what the 

ipture has revealed concerning the 
rernity and Infiniteneſs of God: 


or whilſt men indiſcreetly and unskil- 
-Wlly ewiſt rogerher as integral parts of 
indie ſame Doarine a revealed truth 
With cheir own Metaphyſical ſpecula- 
cons abour ir, though theſe be- roo: 
16Wten ſuch as cannor be proved, or per- 


$ © 


© 


ps ſo much as underſiood,they zempr 
F 2 ſuch 
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ſuch-examining Readers, asare'rational 
enough to diſcern the groundleſnels d 
ene part of the DoErine, to rejc the 
whole for it's ſake. Bur I fear I hat 
digrefſed.: For my intention was one| 
r0 intimate, that it is nor oftentimes | 
much what the Scripture ſayes, as whu 
ſome men perſwade others it ſaycs, th 
makes it ſeem obſcure ; and that ast 
ſome.other paſſages thar are ſo indeel 
fince it 15 the abſtruſencſs of what 
taught in them that makes them almd 
inevitably ſo, Ir is little Jeſs ſaws 
upon ſucha ſcore to find tault with'vl 

ſtyle of the Scripture, than to do 
with the Author for making us þ 
men. Þ 
Thus much being ſaid by way of Ac 
{wer to the firſt fort of Objecors' 
Darkneſs againit the Scripture, it is 
fie to forcſce, that the fecond ſort| ts 
them may endeavor to pervert wh 
has been delivered to Apologize k 
their Negle& of the Scripture, by all 
ging, that albeit what has been rei 
ſented may ſerve to ſhew thar the M 
ſcurity of rhe Scripture is juſtifyabli ,,, 
yer the very proving it needfull a. 
that it ſhould beobſcure, is a plain jut 
feſſion-that it is ſo, Wherefore it is ;,v4 
Sed | qui 
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 quifite that I now ſay ſomething to 
'S rhisfore of Objecors alſo, who arc fo 
* © unfavourable to the Scripture and'thcem- 
"i ſelves, as that, becauſe they cannor un- 

derſtand all of it, they will nor endea- 
'Mvour to learn any thing from it. I have 
B already acknowledged it, and ſhall nor 
now deny, that ( gs Heaven.it ſelf is nor 
MI allftars ) there may be parts of Scrip- 
© cure, whoſe clear expoſition ſhall eno- 
ble and bleſs the remoreſt of ſucceeding 
ages, and that perhaps ſome myftcries 
Y are ſo obſcure, that rhey are referved to 
Mcheillumination and Blazes of the laſt 
anduniverſal fire. | 
JW Bur here ir would be conſidered in 
- , Wthefrrſt place, that thoſe Texts that are 
© Mfodifficult ro be underſtood, are nor ne- 
- Wceflary robe ſo. In points fundamen- 
"Wal and indiſpenſably neceſlary , the 
WM darkneſs of Scripture is no lefs par- 
© etal, chan of Egypt, which benighted 
.M onely che Enemtcs, but involved nor 
" che people of God': in fuch Articles 
"MN as theſe, 1F the Goſpel be hid, "tis bid to » Cor. 4. 
"+ them that are loſt, in whom the God of this 3» *+ 
world hath blinded the minds ; Ar leaſt in 
M celation to ſuch Truths as theſe we may 
. JM jultly apply that of 2oſes, where he 
Ml tells Iſrael, This Commandment which 1 

T0085 v3 Y command 
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Pcutez0. command thee this day is not bidden franff 
7, vo thee, neither 45 it far of . ——But th tO 
word is Very near unto thee, in thy mouth ſy 10 
end in thy heart that thou mayeſt do it 
And ſurely the Bibles appropriate þ 
,, ing (asitſelfrells.us) to enlighten th 
4s 's ” eyes, audto make wiſe the ſimple : and 
being written for rhe uſe of che whok 
pcople of God, whereof the greate 
number are no Clerks, things are then 
expreſſed with an Evidence proportis 
nable to the degree of Aﬀent thar thy 
exaR; and are as far forth Intelligibk 
to pious and Induftrious Readers a 
they are neccflary to be Underſtood by 
them; and we may not unfitly ſay d 
the underſtanding of thoſe Cloudy pal: 
ſages of Scripture, what Iremembery 
—_ Father ſaid of the Sacrament, That 'w 
rempus The wanting it, but theſlighting 2t ſhd 
damaat, condemy men. *Tis our duty to ſtuds" 
thcm, bur 'tis not ( alwayes ) to under$0% 
ſtand them, | 
; And as the Knowledge of rhokſſſii7 
Texts, that are. Obſcure,is not Necefla: 
ry, ſo thoſe others, whoſe ſenſe is-neÞ**! 
ccſlary to be underſiood, are: Eateſl® 
cnough to be fo. And thoſe are,a"P: 
much more Numerous than theſÞ'at 
. pthers, as more Clear, Yes there are 
ts ſhining 
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ſhining paſſages enough- in; Scripture 
to light us the way to Heaven, though 
ſome unobvious Stars of that brighnr 


yr :cannot be diſcerned withour 
the: help of a Teleſcope, Since God 


| hl then has been pleafed ro provide ſuffi- 


; ciently for our Inſtruction, what :rca- 


fon have we to repine, . if we have in 


ff a book, not deſigned for us alone, pro- 
8 vided allo for thoſe that are fitted for 
io higher arrainments, eſpecially ſince, if 

WM we be not wanting to our ſelves, thaſe 


ibeMpallages thar are ſo-obſcure as to teach 
a5 nothing elſe, may ar leaſt reach us 


© Hunility > 


:Nor does it misbecome God's Good- 


afMocls any more. than his Wiſdom, to 
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havcſo tempercd rhe Canonical Books, 
3s therein ro leaf all ſorts of Rea- 
ders an Exerciſefor their Induſtry, and 
give even the greateſt DoQtors conti- 
oval inducements to implore- his In- 
firuRions, and depend on him for his 
Irradiations, by leaving amongſt many 
paſſages that ſtoop unto our weak- 
nels, ſome that may make us ſcnſible 
of it. It ſhould, me thinks, be looked 
upon as the Prerogative,not the Diſpa- 
ragement of the Scriptures, that the 
Revelation of his truth vouchſafed us 

F 4 by 
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by:God inthem is like a River,wherelſ9 

a Lamb may quench: his thirſt , andſ#s: 
which an Elephant tannor exhauſ}, ne 
ſhould-- think him but an ill-natu}4 B; 
Child, who ſhould be angry to left! 
" Sttong meat. provided for his Eldaff 

brothers; becauſe he himlclf can yaſſo! 
digeſt: nothing bue:Milk.. And as df 

ſame Child being grown up to' ripe of 
years would be then troubled, that acyl 1% 
cording t9- his firſt envious with then of 
were no ſtronger Aliment provided iffſ W! 
the Family than Milk: So when by riff a 
attentive and repeated peruſal of he i! 
Scripture, a Child in knowkedge ſhall 

attain to ſome higher meaſure of Kill {0 
inthe Scriptures, he. will then be; wel © 
pleaſed to have his underſtanding cuff *© 
erciſed by thoſe moſk myſterious Texulſſ ir 
of which he formerly complained thajiff -- 
they ſurpaſſed ir. However, ſince ther '0 
arc ſo many plain Paſlages of Scriprurſ ® 
that clearly hold forth, not. onely al *© 
that 15 neceflary for us ro know, bujff OF 
I fear much more than we are carehullff ie 
to learn and praQtize, the zclous Chi 
ftian would, no more decline fceding Cit 
on this heavenly food, though all rhe 
hard places ſhould till remain ſud 9) 
to him than the Jews would forbeat 
| t0 
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realtq cat the Paſchal Lamb, though not @ £x09.:2. 
andM/ore of it were to be broken. And ( in care 45 
&,.jfncit ) would not he merit unrelieved 
my Beggarys that ſhould refuſe the profit 
> ſefffct a rich; Mine, becauſe all choſe of the 
14 World are nor yet diſcovered,nor thoſe 
yeh of che /razes exhaultcd 2 os of 
ll Morcaver,the pretended Obſcurencls 
nll of the Bible 15. a miſtaken diſcourage- 
ment from reading it : for the frequency 
M of reading it ill Ictſens char obſcurity z 
which like a Miſt ſcems thicker ar a di 
M ſtance than when one cneers it, and at- 
 temprs a paſſage through it, which in 
i Qur caſe many pious Students have done 
kill ſoproſperouily, as to find by welcom 
cxperience, .thax what ata diſtance de- 
terred them, was not intended to fru- 
ſtrate Induſtry, bur puniſh, Lazineſs. _ 
.-; Beſides, that the Scripture being a- 
vowedly the beſt Expolitor of it elf, 
our Ignorance of thoſe- places, whole 
ſenſe we {eek for, makes us often occaſi- 
onally much knowinger, and more pcr- 
fe& in the meaning of all the reſt ; and 
makes us too 10 much. more ready un 
the uſes of chem, that I cannor bur ap- 
x ply to this ſubje& the Fable. of that 
dying Husbapd-man, who by telling 
i his Sons of a bidden Maſs of von 
0 
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' he had buried in a nameleſs place « 
his Vineyard,occaſioned their fo ſedy 
lous Delving all the Ground, and tur 
ing up the Earth about the Roots, 
the Vines, that they found indeed: 
Treaſure, though not in Gold, i 
Wine : for thus out of hope, by the 
light of underſtood Scriptures to pe 
nettate the ſenſe of the obſcurer one 
we occaſionally ſo improve our knoy 
ledg and readineſs in the clearer Pal. 
fages, that our By-acquiſts do richh 
fecompence our fruſtrated ( or rathet 
unſucceeding) pains; ſince our particy- 
lar Diſappomtments hinder not the 
promotion of our general Defign, 
which is a greater proficiency 1n Spirt- 
ual knowledge, and therefore ought 
not to deter us from the duty of thoſe 
ſearches, in which nor onely to Diſco 
ver is happy, but even the unſucceed- 
mg Atremprs are gainfull, what ever 
the Event be, the pains being ſeldonie 
fruitleſs, but reaching either their end 
or recompence. And this prompts me 
ro repreſent to you further, rhat not 
onely the Scripture 1s inſtructive upon 
the ſame account with other Theolo- 
gical writings, but that we may hope 
ro improve our undcriiandings by «t 


upon 


— 7, of the H. Scriptures, 
& ypon this fcore, thar ir is alſo the in- 
ſiruted means, as well of Knowledge, 
urnf as of Grace, and appoinred for our 
rs, Inſtruftion by him, who, as Sin came 
xd A into the World by mans liſtning to 
if che Worgs of the Devil, is pleaſedro 
th make Reſtoring Grace operare chiefly 
by.our: liftning ro the Word of God 
( whether heard or read. ) VVherefore 
thoſe, whom the Intuicon of: this en- 
K couragement invites to be diligent Per- 
uſers of. the Scriprure, do to their 1n- 
firmunderſiandings, asthe Inbabitants 
of Gennezareth did to. their ſick and 
yeak Qquntrey-men, lay them in Jeſus 
his way, and- conſequently in that of 
recoyery. - 'Tis of ( ar leaft one of ) the 
darkeſt, books of the Scripture, that it 
is laid, Bleſſed ts he that readeth, and they 
that hear _the woras of this Prophecy. 
The Eunuch in the Acts - would 
(though upon the- high way ) needs 
read the-Propher 1ſatah, and though(as 


he underſtood not what he read,-yct 
did the Spirit take thence ( perhaps a 
riſe, as well as.) opportunity. to reveal 
' Chriſt unto him, and both ſatisfie him 
ofthe meaning of thatPrediftion, and 
acquaint him with the freſh and happy 
|  Accom- 
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appears by his queſtion to Phzlep)as then 


Marb 6. 
V, 56. 
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Accompliſhment of it. And ſurely th wal 
Conſidgation of the Bibles being on cha 
of the Eonduir-pipes, through! whighh * 
God hath appointed to conveigh hi 
Truths, as well as Graces to his' Chi a 
dren, ſhould me thinks both: hugely; 
animate us to the ſearching of till 
Scriptures, and equally refreſh us in 
For as no Inſtrument is weak in an on ** 
niporent hand : ſo. ought no means tohe 
looked upon as more promiſing rha 
that whuch is like to be profpercd by *, 


Grace, as 'tis deviſed by Omniſcience, ck 

We may confidently expeR Gods ble( © 

ſing upon his own Inſtitutions, ſihce we © 
1 Fohn know, that whatſoever we ask accords 7 
5.14. tothe will of God,” be will give itt us, al 


we'can ſcarce ask any thing more agree - 
able to the will of God, than the compel} © 
cent underſtanding of that Book,where}| * 
in his Will is contained. | } 

' The Difficulty ought not to deter uw 
from the duty of Scarching: the Scrip- 
tures, the difficulteſt commands of God 
being a Warranr'to a Believers con- 
fidence of being -enabled Acceptably 
( chough not Exactly ) ro obey them 
which S*. Peter ſeems to have known 
well in the Theory, though he failed 
in the Pratice, when to be enabled to 


walk 


ve H, Scotptares. 


walk-upon-the Sea, - he deſires onely 54.1. 
Echar our Saviour would pleaſe ro com- 2. 22. 
mand Him ro come to him upon the = 
water. 'The Bible is' indeed amongſt 
Books, what the Diamond is —__ 
1 ſtones, the preciouſeſt, and the ſpark- 
lingeſt, rhe moſt apt to ſcatrer lighr, 
© and yet the folideſt, and the moft pro- 
per to make Impreſſions : bur were ir 
as unſuitable to its ends, as 'tis the con- 
trary, I ſhould remember, that our Sa- 70bn g. 6. 
viour- could ſuccesfully imploy even 
clay and ſpittle ro illuminate blind 
eyes : andthough 1 thought rhe Bible 
to be on other accounts no more than 
equal ro other books of Morality and 
Devotion, Gods Deſignation would 
make me ſtudy it more hopefully, by 
minding me of that of the Syria» Le- 
per, when he would needs have Abare , xa s, 
and Parphar, Rivers of Damaſcus, like- v. 12. 
ly to be as medicinal for his diſeaſe, as 
Jordan, and vainly fant'lied, that Gods 
appointment could not put a diffe- 
rence betwixt things that knew: no 0- 
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I know, that becauſe of the Inter- 
mixture of ſome Obſcurer Texts of 
Scripture with the Clear ones,there are 
divers wall-mcaning, and even devout 
perſons 
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perſons rhat leave the ſtudy of ir for tha &P 


of other books of. Religion, which by 


leaving out all ſuch difficulcer mattenſi 


ſeem to promiſe more of InſtruRion: 


Bur hr qe this, I ſuall na 
much ſcruple ro afitrm, that as rt 

Moon, for all thoſe darker parts, we 
call her ſpots, givcs us a much greater 


j 


aL 


light, than the Stars that ſeem all lumi-} 


nous 3 ſo will the Scripture, for all it's 


. Obſcurer paſſages, afford the Chriſtian 


Pſa). ig, 
verſe. 105, 
and P;oy, 
6.23, 


and Divine more light than the bright- 
eſt humane Authors. 

To diſpatch, fince the Seripture is 
both a Naturally proper, and an Infſti- 
tured Inſtrument to conveigh Revealed 


knowledge to the ſtudicrs of it; andin 
it many Clear paſſages may inſtru 


Ordinary capacities ; and it's Darker 
ones may cither recompenle more In- 
quiſitive wits or humble them ; I ſee 
not, why the Obſcureneſs of a [mall 


part of it ſhould deterr any ſort of 


pious perſons from the perufal of the 
whole. And as the Word of God is 
ecrmed a l:ght, ſo hath it this proper- 
ty of what it 15 called, that both the 
plaineſt Ruſticks may, if they will got 
wiltully ſhut their eyes,by the benefit of 
1ts light dire@their ſteps, and the rep, 
| c 
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thakg Philoſophers may be exerciſed, if 
! byhot poſed and dazled with it's ab- 
teiruſer myſteries, For thus. in the 
on:Þcriprure rhe Ignorant may learn all 
2quifite Knowledge , and the moſt 
zowing may lcarn to diſcern their 


gnOrance. 
The ſecond ObjeAton, 


ian To procced now to the ſccond 
nt-WObjc&ion againſt the Style of Scrip- 
. ure: The ſecmingly Disjoynted Me- 

Whod of that Book is by many much 
ti- MCavilled ar 3 ro which, were the Sup- 
cd ſoſal a Truth, I mightreply, Thar the 
in Wook of Grace doth bur thercin re- 
emble che Book of Nature 5 wherein 

2 Stars, ( however Aſtronomers have 
en pleas'd ro form their Conſtcllati- 
dns ) are not more Nicely or Metho- 
lically placd than the Paſlages of 
cripture : That where, there's nothing 
ut Choice Flowers, in what Order ſo- 
ver you find them, they will make a 
ood Pofie ; That it became not the. 
Majeſty of God to ſuffer himfclf to. be, 
ettcr'd to Humane Laws of Mctiiod,; 
hich devis'd onely for our own Nat-: 
ow and Low Conceptions:. wou. 

OMe - 
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ſometimes be Improper for, 8&Injuriciihe 
to his, who may well ſay:( as he doiiife's 
m the Prophet ) that his Thoughts all; 
ſo far from being ours, rhat ; 4s tilſha; 
Heavens are higher than the EarthiMer 
fo are bis ' Thoughts higher than ale 
Thoughts : That as a Mixture of Anh 
ber-Griece and Musk is more Redoiii/ 
lent than the Single Ingredients ; and ffi 
in Compound Medicines, ( as Mithrh 
date and Treacle ) the- Mixture giughh 
che EleQuary a higher Virtuc than ti 
Sever'd Drugs poſſc(s'd 3 ſo oftentinfan 
in Morality and Divinity, a Complifter 
cation of Precepr and Example , +, 
Rhetorick and Myſtery, may Operaier, 
better than theit. Diſtin&tion woulWne 
And ſure we ſhould Judge that M 

a vety Captious Creature, that ſhoul 
take Exceptions at a Profer'd ſun 
onely becauſe' the Half Crowns, Shih 
lings,and Six pences,were not ſortedhe 
Diſtint Heaps, but huddled into OnWy 
This, I ſay, with much more, might iſe 
repreſented, were the Scripture-%hc 
ries as Deſtitute of Method, as is pre 
tended : burthe Truth is, that the Mio 
thod ; though it be nor Pedanticalihe 
Nice, is Proper and Excellent 3 it iii 
Gookineſs ofa Method be to be judgYihe 
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"tfsby the Order of the Seions, than 
oe'sbeing . in :Ordet- to the Author's 
S WEnd') and never ſwerv'd from bur up- 
5 baſfficient Ground, or for ſome: My- 
Weriotis Purpoſe : the Laws of Order 
Wn the Scriprure being rarely declin'd , 
\nSur-as-the Laws of Narureare in the 
caolWorld, for: Man's: Inſtrution, The 
1d iſtorica! - Diſlocations -have. their 
Saricular Reaſons,” and , forthe moſt 
Warr} are accompted for by Judicious 
| UWxpoſicors : and as for the frequenr 
Wand ſometimes long) Digreſſions, ex- 
iWepted againſt, m the Epiſtles of 
7 Paul; were he a bare Humane VVri- 
er; I: (bould pofhibly attribure his fre- 
went Excurſtons to his Fulneſs upon 
Subje&s, not his VWanr of Skill ro 
oulFrolecute any. One; and compare his 
un to thoſe Generous Horſes, who 
Hough never ſo well Managed, will 
0 er be Jerting our on this or that ſide 
Withe Path, not our of Undiſciplined- 
oiets,: bur purely:our of Meral ::: But 
-Woking upon $*;; Pal under: anogher 
Notion ,: I: ſÞall-rather chooſe ro tell 
Fon ,,;:chat as Rivers are {aid torun'to 
utc Sa,though ofrentitaes the Ihrerpo- 
| tion: of hard-or; riſing Gtounds,. or - 
dy Sher Obſtacles-5-:forbe-them ro fuch 
- 6 | wind- 
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winding Meazders,; rharelicy fortnf}j 
retreat from the Oceatithey tenditof 
which | neverthelefs . with enctcak 
Streams they afterwards: bend riaga 
their '1ntermntted 'Coutfe. ro , han 
Warter'd -and feruliz'd by their Pa 
ſape the Grounds through which hl 
ſcem'd to. wander :.ſo. our Apoſilit; 
though: he :dire& his'Diſcourle roll; 
Main Scope , may not only withalſhh 
Declining 1t, bur in Order to it; ( lf 
in ſome Caſes the: Viſdome of i 
Proverb will infotm-us,rthat the Long 
eſt Way about is rhe neareſt W 
_ —_ for _—_ ICE) u_ 
it, by fetching a compaſs to Anſy 
ſome Sarerong et on en ſomellhin 
.cit Obje&ion , and afterwards miiſd® 
Proſperouſly reſume. his former Calhz 
{iderations;; now Strengthen'd by 
Defeat of the interpoſing Scruples, le 
ving by. the By happily Illuſtratedy 
Enrich'd thoſe Subje&s, which his! 
cidental Excurſions led him Occali 
nally to: handle. I muſt add, that 
S', PeaPs; as in the reſt of the-Inſpinifes 
Writings, the mecr VVant of Heedilifet | 
the Holy -Ghoſt's'wdy: of W rivinþ;" 
makes the Method: apptar to'us'aDil 
very i great Diſadvantage,- For'inWor 


1 'F 
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By ae Fo of the H, Striptus of &. 

Hiſtoeical Parts of Scripture, when the 

Order of Time is Interrupted , choſe 
oy5epoc,, TeonJers and todd, and 


Mach Diſtocations, are uſ['d oftentimes 


paly to comply with the Connexion 


T3Yofthe Matter 3 and cither diſpatch all 


hat belongs to the ſame long Narra- 
ive-at once, orelſe to joyn Paſſages 


0 Ally'd in ſome other Circumſtance , 


hough Sever'd in that of Time ; and 


averrmes roo,things are inſerted which 
' Ulo-nor readily ſeem pertinent. to the 


Series of the Diſcourſe , but are Ex- 
emely ſo ro ſome Scope of the Au- 
zor, and afford much Light and Ex- 
len Hints to the Reader: Some- 

mrs the Coherence, where it appears 


WDefeRive, may be very well made our 


Wy.rendring Hebrew Verbs ( and fome 


rk Aoritts ) in & Preterpluperfect 


Wenſe inſtead of a PerfeR; or by ſome 


ich other Graramatical Variatgon of 
> Words, as all that underſtand He- 


Wrew well, know to be allow'd by the 
nPropricry of that Tongue, -, which 


zzores divers Moods and Tenſes, &c. 


di of otir Weſtern Languages. Some- 


Ll 
| 
[1 


, 
+ 


that which ſeems Incoherent to a 
Diſcourſe , ſerves really ro Preventa 


Foreleen (though perhaps not alwayes 
Pq —_— a Ob- 


# di 
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Obvious) Probabiliry of Miſapplicie 
tion of it 3 and ſo muſt-nor be judg{F7} 


Impertinent to a Doctrine, whichi 
hinders from being either {crupled. alffdic 
or abuſed. - Sometemes the Prophets, ul 
the midſt of the Mention of particulg 
Merctes Promis'd to, or Judgmenhy: 
Denounc'd againſt the People of Godiſho! 
Sally out into Parherical Excurſions wh 
tating to the Meſſias, which ſcem exfifſe: 
tremely Abrupt and Incoherent wi 
ehe reſt, to them rhat conſider not howſper 
{caſonable the Mention of Chriſt male 
' be, both in that of the Mercies of Godliþr: 
of which he is the Foundation and P\Marc 
nacle,theGround and ConſummarioWli 
(and the Promiſe made of him, taugliſ/ 
the Faithfull to reaſon. thus with liff4e 
Apoſtle , He that ſpared rot his on 
Son , but delivered him up for us all Woh 
how ſhall he mot with him alſo frehe 
ly grue us all things 2 ) and with tiiper, 
Threats of the Judgments of God, ificr 
which he was his People's Grand Conf; - 
7 13, Tolation.- ' Sometimes 6 919 x0uc\G- Thifver 
verfs 13- Teacherthat Biſhop of our Souls, whillſpe 
ig '?- was in the Supreme Degree of Perfeoſſſccll 
: Tim.3.2, tion, whit S*. Paul required of a Biſto | 
ſhop, Sid\aſiuws, both Fit and ForwardſScri 
w Teach, takes a Riſe from any Inv the 
R ration 
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lickReation;cicher of a Word, Expreſſion,or 
dadFrheme, tho belonging to his own firſt 
chilSubjeRzro give further InftruQions,by 
d. afdigreſſing a little ro that occaſional 
S, Wſandntervening Theme ; which, how- 
ulaiever it related to his Matter, ſujred ve- 


calſtry well with his Mercifull Inclinations 


Woinſtruk dimm Mortals. Sometimes, 


vay oftentimes , [the Inſpir'd Diſcour- 
enſas:ſeem to ſay things nor onely Inco- 
Werenc:bur- Contradiftory z ( as is very 
amarkable in divers of S*. Paul's Epi- 

les, where he ſeems to pravſe and diſ- 
;00SÞraile the ſame Perſons ) whereas ad- 
ireſhng themſelves ro Mix Aflem- 
jonWlics;wherein (as Noah and Ham in the 
Ark; and the Tares and rhe Wheat in 
| 184ery Domentco) there were both Good 
maod-Bad Men ,- Hereticks , cfpecially 
allFCnoſticks, and Orthodox Chriſtians, 
reeeiey only ſo wiſely diſpens'd and tem- 
ipered their Diſcourſe , that both theſe 
, ores of Perſons! might find ſomething 
onfin;-whar was \in general terms dcli- 
Tiytvered, to appropraate to themſelves in 
magparuicular;zwhich Application was ne- 
coficellarily left ro their own Conſciences 


KO make, Sometimes the Order 1s in 


arogScripture much diſturb'd or injur'd by 
the Omifſion or Miſplacing of a Pa- 
0) G3 aps 
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vo 


rentheſis. For there not being anyi 
the Hebrew Copies,nor(as'tis though 


in the Original Greet ones , the Pu 


liſhers-of the ſeveral Editions ofx 
Bible, have plac'd Parentheſes as the 
have judg'd moſt convenient ; ſome i 
cluding'in them whar others leave c 
of them ; and ſome making long one 
where others make none ar all za 
rhaps none of them having been 
appy, as to leave no Reom for. Alt 
rations, that may deferve the Tirlet 
Corre@ions and Amendments, £ 
ſometimes too , the ſeemin th 
dicalneſs of the New Tcfaman (n 
to determine any thing of the Aui 
quity, ( which is certainly Great ) a 
the Authority of the Accents,andPy 
tition of the Old Teſtament , (beca 
amongl(t very able Criticks Adhuc 
Fudice bis eft ) 15 due to: the inconw 
nicent Diſtin&ion of Chapters and Ve 
ſes now tn uſe : whichthough it be 
very great Help to the:-Memory , at 
be ſome other wayes ſerviceable ; ye 
being of no Greater Antiquity t 
I's Contriver, Stephanus 3 and bein 
(though now of General -uſe ) but « 


Private Authority, and by him draw 


vp in haſte ; it will be perhaps nol: 


Oh 
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Conſiderations touching the Style 


mc ofthe H;Scriptares,” > G4 
i dc: 20; tha Induſtrious Promoter of © 
wh Heavenly Learning:, ro ſay, he hath 
ll ſometimes Sever'd Matters chat ſhould 
6 have been left United , and United 0- 
 thers::: which 'more conveniently he 
all might/have Sever'd, and that his Lucky 
Attempt ought nor to lay any Re- 
firaint upon other Learned Men, from 
making uſe of the ſameLiberty he took 
in altering the former Partitions (for 
ofthem I ſpeak,nor of the Punatauon) 
of the New Teſtament ; in altering 
his Alcerarions, to che beſt Advantage 
efthe Senſe or Method. The iAnaly- 
8 tical 'VVorks: of ſome ( T with I could 
xl ſay Many:) Judicious- Expofitors and 
& Divines upon the Scripture, may ſuffi- 
ciettly manifeſt -irs being. generally 
reducible enough to a Perſpicuous 
Order 3: and that ir conforms to the 
known Laws-ot Method ,” where it's 
Diviner one doth not tranſcend them. = 
Aad it -were not impoſſible for me to - 
give divers Inſtances to manifeſt, -thar 
as the North-ftar, . though it be-lefle 
kiminous than -many' others, - yet, by 
reaſon of its Poſition, doth berter 
guide the Pilot; than-ev'n the'Moon 
herſelf : ſo'are there ſome Texts in 
Scripture, which though leſſe Conſpi- 
| G 4 CULUsS 
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cuous in themſelves, are, by reaſondljiſÞ}e 
their Relation tro a:Conrexr, moreh; 
ſtrucive. than other + mote Radiant 
Paſſages , to. which-Theſe would bait 
much inferiour, if they were ' not af 
well conſiderable fat cheir beingThereyſhw 
as ſuch, por 3.4014 2A aanl 


1,2 


| The third ObjeBion, 


Ally'd to their ObjeQion , w 


find fault with the: Scripture for. be- 


ing Immethodical,ts theirs, who wouldic 
fan perſwade us, that it is ſeldom Co-W5. 
herent, and ſcarce any where Diſcur«ſ" 


five. - And I have obſerv'd with trou-W8 | 


ble, that ev'n ſome Pious Readers ate 
eaſily tempted-to look: upon the Bible 
as barely a Repoſitory of Sentences 
and Clauſes, where Divine, Truths:lye 
HuddP'd, and not Rang'd, and are roo 


ready to apply to irs Texts the Title, i! 


Nero gave Seneca's ſtyle, of Arena fint 


calce, Whereas an Intelligent and 


Artentive Peruſer may cleerly _— ; 
diſcerny both that the Prophers and A-* WW 
poſiles do make frequent Deductions 
and Interences ,. and that their Argu- 
ments, though nor caſt into Mood and 
Figure , are oftentimes as cogent as 
| cheirs 
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irs , thatuſe to make Syllogiſms in 


billlebos. I frequently entertain my 
anifwich both thoſe Authors , and yer 
Sethinks ,.S', Paw! Reafons as Solidly 
; afſh©d as Acutely as Aristotle : and cer- 
inly, according to Davunis Logick, 
1BHe that planted the' Ear ſhall be not Pſa. g4. 
- her 2: be thixt fram'd the Eye ſhall he not 7) **: 
+2 be | that: teacheth Man Knowledge 
od mot. he know > ) the Firſt 'and 
nd Author of Reaſon. ſhould as 
ll know , how.cro manage and diſ- 
ole that Facnlty , as they. that poſ- 
{s it but by Participation, and gli- 
{o-but with ſome few condeſcend- 
Ws Beams, vouchlai'd:byrthar _ 
fi Wn,who'ts indeed the Father of Lights, fan.1.19. 
m which each Good, aud .Perfet Gift 
Wſcenads;: Bur on this occaſion to point 
jo Wa few Particulars, I confider 
1. That... fome .Ratiocinarions..of 
tiptures remain undiſcern'd or mit- 
derſtoad;; becauſe of our unacquain- 
dnefſe with the Figurative, and (of- 
Wotimes ) Abrupt-way of Arguing us 
amongſtthe Eaſtern People, who 
their Arguments uf'd to leave much 
the Diſcretion and Collection. of » 
ole they dealt withz and difcourl'd ar 
wide. diſtance from the Logical 
| Fornis 


Forms of out Exrepean:Schools ,” aut 
Perſons verſt in their Writings ofhei 
at butbe notorious, - + \Wnd 
2. Thar:rhe:ſeceming Incoherafifice 
of many Ratiocinations proceeds piſſſior 
ly from the miiſrendringof the Qifſp 

' nal Particles,  elpecially of che Hebilen 
* ConjunRion Copulative Yaw, or I ii 
( as tis diverſly pronounc'd 'by:cn 
Fems ,/ of whom I ſhall here adcvenſeh 
you once for all , that rhey have'aliÞju 
teſtro me , they differ in pronounaſſſſet 
Hebrew, not.only from the Chriſta 4 
but excecdinglytrom oneanorher )Wl 
there is hardly any of thoſe PartidſÞn: 
that hath not beſides rhe Obvious, \ 
rious ſignifications, of which, fag 
were skilfully and freely-in every Tanht 
raken up, that would There afford. 
Beſt Senſe, the Scripture would, Ini 
confident,appear muchmoreCohenſM 
ahd Argumentative than'TranſlatiaÞt : 
or\Expoſitors ate wont to'-make iÞec 
and thoughI did but confider hownſ - 
' ny thouſand times the Particle YP' 
uſed in the Scripture ; and thar it dafſoi 
not Onely ( though it do Primary 
ſignific A N D, bur hath alfo ( I ſpaſſio 
within Compaſs ) four or five afop 
twenty other ſignifications ( as Tiſ(v 


"aus Or, S0, When, Therefore, Yet, 
alfGhen, Becauſe, Now, As, Though, &c.) 
\Wnd char the Senſe only gives it this 

:raflllcat Diverſity of Acceptions 3 L cans 
ie but. think that if we. alwayes al» 
wlowd our ſelves an equal freedome in 

Wading it, where the Motive( which 
the Exigency or Conveniency of the 

ple ) = ſame 3-the dexterous uſe 
nRendring of that one Particle, would 
Wake no ſmall Number of Texts. both 
Water lnderſtood, & more Eſteem'd. 

al 3- Thar ſomermes ( eſpecially. in 
r)W«lavo:'s and Sf, Paul's Writings ) in 
idnany Paſſages ſo penn'd as to contain 

» like Seneca's) 4 racir kind of Dialogue, 

fait is unskilfully by Readers, & even 

Taacerpreters,taken for an Argument or 

dill Affertion, which is indeed an Obje- 

Iotion : and thar ſuch a Miſtake muſt 

:a8nightily Diſcompoſe che Contexture 

tiaffpt a Diſcourſe , even a raw Logician 

Weed not be told, | 
4+ That the Qmiſhonor Miſplacing 

# Wt Parentheſes (which the Hebrew Texr 

iſpitogether wanting, Interpreters have 

pply'd-and uſ'd at their own Diſcre- 
xMion ) makes the Scripture oftentimes 
appear eſs Diſcurfive,, as well as 
kaff( what we <l{cwhere complain of ) leſs 
|  Mctho- 
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Methodical. And the like may beſaiiiay 
of rhe Points of Interrogation. Millen 
whether it be true'or no what the Cl 
ricks eſteem, that in the Original « 
Copies of the New Teſtament the 
were no ſuch Points ( as indeed I hniiat 
found them wanting in the Antieneſain 
Manuſcripts I have ſeen) *ris certain 
thar in our Modern Copies, both Grffiaf 
and Tranſlated, the Authors of ſeven 
Editions have variouſly plac'd theme: 
themſelves thought fit : and-thoughiWMn! 
Kead-of the Interrogative Potri ,- thilflvit! 
Hebrews make uſe of- their InterronMe: 
tive” He ; yet thar the Senſe of ty 
Words,and a certain ſuppoſed Modilific 
lation, do oftentimes make an-Internuii 
gation where rhat He is wanting, va 
Hebrictan can1carcely ignore, no mai 
thana Logictan, that the Interrogarialſſſe: 
15 not alwayes ſupply'd to the beſt Alon 
vantage of che Scripture's:Logick. / Wenc 
5. That the Apoſtles and other lift 
ſpr'd Diſcourſers in the Bible, diventea 
times uſe Arguments, not to-Convind}: 6 
Oppoſers, bur ro-Confirm BelieverAr 
For the Perſons they reaſon with, beiſſÞc 
ing ſuch, oftentimes, as Eſteem theniſſcc 
Ecachers ſent from God, upon wholilar 
icore all they Teach exacts Belicf, rhe 

| mall} 


ew "2 of the WH. *Sereptures, -* 
beſaiigy without Irrationality uſe Argu- 
Mſhenrs to confirm ' in their Dodtrine 
© CifMen already acquicſcing in the Princi- 
Grilles of it, and perſwaded of rheir In- 
te , Sufficiency, and Authority 5; 
| hair *t would be unproper to urge a- 
entFainſt a Refractory Disbeliever, that is 
tanMonvintd of none of theſe. And as 
Gralaſters often ule in InſtruRing their 
vercholars , Arguments they would for- 
mer to inſiſt on againſt a Profeſl'd 
I _— : ſo the Apoſtles dealing 
 Ufivith thoſe rhar thought themInſpir d 
M\Meachers , and fully Inſtruced in the 
Myſteries of Scripture , and the De- 
uon'd Diſpenſations of God, mighr 
"multly draw Infcrences not to be urg'd 
» Woainſt an Infidel , from a Do&rine 
Firſt delivered by themſelues, or from a 
mexr orPaſſage wherein thoſe they rea- 
und with juſtly ſuppos'd they might 
/ now more of the Mind and Counſel 
Wot God than other Men ; and would 
Weach Nothing as Such that was nor fo. 
ee 6, That Argumenrs Exquiſite, and(as 
Artiſts. term them ) Apodidtical, had 
xMbeen oftentimes leſs Proper in Diſ- 
"Fcourſes, which being adarcſt tro Popu- 
Sar Auditories , requir'd rather Popu- 
Jar Arguments;which the Inſpir dDiſ- 
-) courſers 
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courſers employ, but as likely-w hf 
berterUnderftood, and more prevalat*® 
than thoſe which are ſo Logical tif 
they require Logicians to relliſh thay? 
Where Teaching and Perſwading 1 
the Deſign, not only the Native C# 
gency of a Ratiocination is to be colffÞ® 
ider'd 3 bur it's Proportion to thiff® 
$pirits'ris addtes'd to, and it's apritup* 
to Work upon thetn. For as a Spuf®*© 
will catch Flies better than a Haw! 
carizas a Cat is more fit todeſtroyMi Jo 
than a Gray-hound , though rhis 
ſironger and ſwiftetzand as the CrogÞ® 
ing of a Cock will ( according to lf 
mous Naturaliſts) ſooner fright a Linh 
than the Bellowing of a Bull, rhowf® 
the latter be much the more territynſ* 
Noiſe, and proceed from the more fa 
midable Animal: ſo oftentimes wealt 
and Popular Arguments, ſucceed ba 
tcr with a rcſembling Auditory , th 
the Irrefragableſt Syllogilms. 
7. Thar divers Scripture-Argumet 
do not _— and Cogently pron 
theThing they would perſwade, mee 
ly becauſe they wete meant only k 
what Logicians call Argumenta ad H 
minem ; ( Reaſonings deſigned not k 
ptoperly to Demonſtrate rhe Opinic 
hs 
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7-10 5 contend for, itreldtively and ab- 


-valradtedly-confider'd, as xo convince of 
Me Truch of-rhat Opinion,the Perſons 
atheyare addxes'd to. ) and conſequent- 

ino &.ihe Inſpir'd Diſcourſers arguing # 
"Woes, :fromPrinciples conceded and 

zonfels:d'by thoſe they. reaſon with , 
Shouzh the-Principles ſhould be unſo- 
tica&id; the: 'Rariocination is not. Thus 
ohere are Divers Texts of the Old Te- 

Jagſtament apply'd to Chriſt in the New, 
Which though they did not now inevi- 

us Wably conclude againſt the Preſent 
5, were without any Lllogicalnefle 
Smploy'd againſt their Anceſtors ; be- 

-Mcauſe then the Relation of thoſe Paſ- 
oieWeges to-the Meſſias was ſo acknow- 
"Wec zd , that there needed butthe Per- 

-linent - Applications made of them in 

aMtheNew Tcſtament 3 whereas the Re- 

alffratorinefle of the Succeeding Feres 
hftath raught chem to deviſe ſo many 

Sophiſtical Evaſions toelude the Texts 
nl we ſpeak of, that they now Diſpute 
on not only the Application of them, bur 

vl the Explication too. St. Jude argues 

i with the Rodomonts of his Time, our 

of of the Story of the Arch-Angels and 

{@ the Devil's Conteſt about the Body of 

inf Hoſes : and rhough perhaps that Story 
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be ( like the | Fawiſþb Book whence Y 
feems not improbable it was takenfſgen 
ſomewhat Apocryphal , yer as loiggkhe! 
they. Reverenc'd it, it was not 1rraniſken 
nal-in him to. urge them' with it, agen! 
employ it to the Redargution of rhaſfel.! 
Infolence, And as although there bWpe 
nothing lIcfſe ſolid , and more fidiſkm 
than the Vind- ; : yet the skilfull Pilhua 
diligently obſerves it , and: makes Wyo 
driveon his Ship,more forcibly , thus! 
the Powerfulleſt and beſt contriv'd Enfſpll1 
gins in the World could :: fo thonglfivit 
there be ſcarce any thing more groundiÞr \ 
Ifle and unſtable than Popular OpiſWurc 
nions and Perſwaſions, yet a - Wikno 
Teacher negle&s them not ; and may 
ſometimes make ſuch uſe of them, aſe 
to draw thence Arguments more O 


t 
rative than the accurateſt Syllogiln ; 
Logick could deviſe. And indeed thyjot 
moſt. convincing Proofs of AflertionſÞil 
being ever afforded by the AdediuniFe! 
wherein both parties agree , . not onlyſÞ0n 
Socrates in Plato's Dialogues, - bur dex 
terous Diſcourſers generally have oP: 
ren eleed the drawing of InferencePil 
from the Opinions and Conceſſions dlÞi0! 
thoſe they dealt with, as the moſt per 
ſwaſiveand ſucceſsfull way of Arguing 
Toall which I ſhall add, 8, Tha} 


+ *«* Y x 7 4. S 7 / ures, 


»& -$.Thar another thing, which: very 
aF-cmcrally keeps: Men from diſcerning 
iohbeReaſonings ( and conſequently of- 
ueemimes. the Reafonableneſs- and crue 
Wcnſe) of Scripture Texts ,s,the Shineſs 
af. Divines to let the Context and the 
Speakers Scope, regulate their choice, 
Wmongſt all the Various, though not e- 
ily Obvious,fignifications of Ambi- 
ous VWords and Phraſes.'Tis not that 
Was far I have obſerved ) Men almoſt of 
Religions are not wontto make bold 
Wvich ( and perhaps for a nced to Strain 
dr Wreſt)Phraſes and Words of Scrip-, 
Wure, when the giving them 1:f5 uſual 
VieNotions may fir them to ſerve rheir 
urns: but che Miſchief is, that they 
, Wecline ; the Commioneſt Acceptions, 
Ypefſſur to.make the Texts they quit them 
iſm ,'Symphonize with: their Tenents, 
| thor: with their ,neighbouring Texts. 
ionfilwere merhinks Imparrialler, if the 
uniſcquenter Impartialler of an Expreſ- 
on be to be way'd. ( as oftentimes it 
exWuſt ) for one leſs Current, to. do this 
{4 make the Scripture Cohcrent or 
ePilcurfive : and then, for our Opi- 
5 ofſ#ions, .rarher to conform themto the 
xr-F<n(c of the Scripture, than wreſt the 
ag ords of —_— ro Them, Bur pers 


haps 


"2 Conſiderdtions touheng the Style 
haps this Imparrtiality would fileticewo1 
many of our clamorous Controverlighy 
(by ſhewing ſome to be Groundlet 
and other AUIndeterminable ) tobe like 
ly to take place in the heated SpiritzMi 
men 3 ſome of whom, I fear, whilMic 
their fewds and Fierceneſs laſt, would 
be willinger to have the Texts of Scripiſity 
rure looſe ſtones, which they may maſſa 
eaſily throw at their Adverſaries, thaifci 
Buile-up intoa Strufture, wherein riipſi 
muſt loſe'that convenience ( it beinfillish 
difficult ro pluck tones our of a Briilififire 
ing ) though Reaſon her ſclt werenliplir 
Archite&, | 10 
But to leave theſe eager diſputaihyt 
to their Animoſities, we ſhall ag 
repeat,- that the Bible loſes muchiyph 
nor being conſider'd as a Syſteme.  iſthe 
though many other Books are compiiifell 
rable to Cloath, in which by a {nuliſfhe 
Partern we may ſafely judge of "fel 
whole piece; Yet the Bible is likeWne 
fair Suit of Arras, of which thoughie) 
Shread may aſſure you of rhe fineupr 
of the Colours, and Richnefs of ture 
ſivff, yet the Hangings never appdſſno 
to their true Advantage; bur when line 
arc diſplay'd to their full Dimenſionffl th 
and ſecn together, ' Mhe 
/ Til 
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eto} Theſe things, Theophilus, among mas - 
rſinfy others, may be repreſented on rhe 
deicralf- of the Scripture, againſt thoſe 
ho will needs Cenfſure it as-a Colle- 
i6Miay, 'not ro fay a Heap, of Immerho- - 
eical-and Incoherent Vaſſages. - But 
ouſt you ſhould ſuſpet me of Partia- 
cripity, 1 ſhall ingenuouſly confeſs to you, 
mollae' there are Some things in the Oe- 
uFotomy of Scripture, that do ſome- 
What Diſtreſs my: Reaſon to. find a Sa- 
denia tory accompr of ; and rhar there 
dire very few things wherein my Curi- 


eWlicy 15 more concern'd, and would 
i0te welcom a Reſolution in. But 
then ' I - remember how many 


ang I once thought Incoherenr, in 
hich I now think I diſcern a Cloſe 

though Myftick) Connection; when L 
mefle&t on the Author and the Ends of 
[naFke Scripture, and when i allow my 

Welt to ichagine how exquiſite a Sym- 
theWnetry ( chough as yer undiſcern'd by 
Wnc)Omniſcieace Doth, and after- Ages 


1F-probably) Will diſcover in the Scrip= 
f tare's Method, in ſpite of ghoſe ſcem- 
pains Diſcompoſures that now puzzle 
fi ne ! when I think upon all this, [ ſay, 
oo think it juſt to check my — 
- Ffioughts, that _— either | 

ie A 
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Firncis of Means to Ends . unknowe 
and am reduc'd to think that; Oecou 


my the Wiſeſt, that is choſen byj 
Wiſdonr fo boundleſs, :that it; cat; 


to know all the Recluſe-Ends of: On, 
niſcicnce, or peremptorily judge of ch 


LL 
+ 
ha 


on 


once Survay all Expedients, and;ſo Ul 


byaſs'd., 'that ir hath-no intercſl 4 


chooſe .any, but for: it's being Figtel 


I ſhall anncx, that I. think thoſe my 


derogate hugely fromthe Scripmuiſ;, 
who onely' conſider. che Senfe of tif; 


Particular Sc&ions, or ev'n Books of 
for I conceive,that (as in a lovely Faq 


though.the Eye, the Noſe, the Lip 


and the othcr Parrs fingly look'd-q 
may beger Delight and deferve Praik 
yet the whole Face muſt. neceſlari 
loſe much by not bcing ſeen All rog 
ther ; ſo ). though the ſever'd Leay 
and Porcions of- Scripture do Irrch 


tively, and in themſelves,ſufficiently bf 
tray and cvidence their own Heavajif, 
ly ExtraGtion ; yet he that ſhall array 


tively ſurvay that whole Body of Cl 
nonical VVritings we now call the 
ble, and:ſhall judiciouſly in their $ 
ſteme compare and confer them | 


_ cach other , :may diſcern upon 
whole Mattcr, ſo admirable a Contelf 


\ eu 


"BY 5!” of the HB. Scripture, 
Fo weahd Diſpoſition, as may manifeſt 
* "War Book ro be the Work. of the ſame 
"*I\Viſdom, that ſo Accurately compos'd 
* "Wic: Book of Narure, and {o Divincly 
YWoniv'd this vaſt Fabrick , of the 
Wvorld.' The Books of Scripture. illu- 
Write and expound cach other 3 Geze- 
-* Ward the Apocalypſe arc in ſome things 
"Mcciprocal Commentaries ; (as in Tri- 
Wonometry the Diſtanteſt fide and An- 
"We uſe beſt. to help us ro the Know- 
" "Wedge one of th. other 3) and asin the 
winers Compaſs, . the: Needlc's:- cx- 
emity, though ir ſcem to point pur- 
dlely bur at the North, doth yct ar 
We ſame time diſcover both Eait and 
"Weſt, as diſtant as they are from it , 
""Widtrom cach other : ſo do ſome Texts 
"of Scripture guide us to the | Intcll:- 
"Wence of others, from which they are 
Widely diſtant in the Bible, and fecm ſo 
"MW the Senſe. *Tis as High as Pius a 
"Wtifaction ro obſerve how the Sacred 
"Wen-men ſupply cach others Omiſſi- 
=5-(as'is very obſervable in the: four 
" @1anveliſt's: mention of the Genealo- 
Wy of-Chriſt,) according to:Gods De- 
f&s and . Seaſons: in diſpenſing the 
"Pnowledge of his Truths and Myſte- 
"Ws in the ſeveral Ages of the Church; 
ol REP H 3 (to 
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(to which he ar firſt vouchſaf'd 
a light ſhining in a Dark place wxatill i 
day Dawn, and to which theſe mun 
Irradiations and ſecret References pr 
ſwade, that all theſe repuged Auth 
had their Yens guided by an Omnil 
ent Hand, and were but the ſew 
Secretaries of the ſame Enditer ) q 
to find in Writers fever'd by ſo m 
Ages, and Regions, a Harmony wht 
Diflonances | but romanifeſt g 
Sincerity and Unconſpiringneſs of 
Writers. And truly for my pan, 
am profcſſcdly enough an Impan 
liſt, nor to ſtick tro Confels to x 
Theophilus, thar I read the Bible ; 
the Learnedſt Expoſitors on it, w 
ſomewhat Particular Aims and D 
poſitions. For beſides, that I comet 
to them with a crowd of Ard 
which I am there reſolved to find 
make Arguments to defend, with 
Overthrow of all Antagoniſts, eſke 
ing it leſs ſafe ro carry my Opini 
ro the Scriptures than to take tht 
up There : beſides this, I ſay, thougl 
neglc@ not rhoſe clear Paſſages or4 
guments that may eſtabliſh the 1 
Arine of that Church I moſt adie 
to, yetam I much leſs buſted, and cc 
| '" os 
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LY 3: © of tbe Hl Seriptures, 
d il cern'd to collet thoſe ſubtle Gloſſes 
& or; Inferences thar can but enable me 
wlcrye one Subdiviſion of Chriſtians 
; palll againſt another, rhan heedfully ro make 
uhalll ſub Obſervations, as may ſolidly Ju- 
nil fifie ro-my own thoughts, and improve 
valll ig chem a Revetence for the Scriprure 
) aff in elf, - and Chriſtianity in general : 
will ſuch; Obſcrvations as may diſcloſe ro 
vil ae in che Bible, and the grand Arti- 
t off cles clearly deliver'd in ic, a Majcſty 
x if .aud an Excellency becoming God him- 
nM (elf, and tranſcending any other Au- 
thar 3. and ſuch Obſervations ( to dil- 
parch ) as may Unveyl.to- me in thc 
2 aff Scripture, and what it Treats of, thar 


wiſdom of God, which even the An- 
8 gels learn by rhe Church. Thelc are, 
1 confeſs, the Things ( as to ſpecula- 
tive Divinity ) that I Gladlicſt meer 
with, and take the: hcedfulleſt Notice 
of, in the Writings of Divines, of 
whatloever Religion that owns the 
Sriptare : (for inthis 1 am almoſt c- 
qually gratified by rhe abler. Expoſitors 
of all. diffenting Sas) For I can ſcarce 
think:any Pains:mifpenr, that'brivgs 


Iruch, .That the ; vba Word 
TIT 4 
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me-in:folid Evidences'of- that: Great © 
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78 Conſiderations touthruo the Style  QW © 
of God, which is indeed the Graydiſj' 
Fundamental ; all other Articles ger 
rally thought ſo, being, if Trurhs; bet 
ter deductible from'this one, than Thixſric 
from any of Them. And I uſe theſe 
Scripture, not as an Arſenal, to be'reifÞc 
ſorted to. onely for Arms and 'Vexſpo' 
pons to defend this Party, or defcativſÞg" 
Enemies 5 but as a Matchleſs Tent 
ple; where I delight to Be, tocomen 
plate the Beauty,the Symmetry,and 
Magnjificence of the Structure, and wiſh 
Encreaſe my Awe, and Excite my De- 
votion to the Deity there Preached andſÞ=3 
Ador'd.. Ns _ 


Stews =» The fourth Obje®tion. 


ſeemingly 6" 
Impeiti= The Apoſtle of the Gentiles Teady 
uſeleſs, Ing us:that the whole Scripture (for fo 140 
ſhouldrather Engliſh the TIX yea); 
2 Tim. 3. becauſe therefollows ) is 967vws©- Di 
15,16, winely inſpir'd, and is Profitable for Du 
arme, fer Convicion, for # orrefHon, FM Us wh 
Tuſttuttton 11: Righteoufteſs ; That tif 
Man of :God may be perfef, | thorowh 
furmſkab unto all Good works : and the 
Apoſtle:of the Circumciſion - aſſuring! 
$ 727.1.21- 5, thay; :Trophery came not 1 Ola tim | 
by the will of Mdung- but A” £ 
22 . 11. 7.0 


anded: ſpate” as they were moved by the 
-Thes oly*-Ghoſt 3 we are not to believe 
zealharſo Divine an-EndUiter, by Secre- 
cies) moſt of them 'Conſpicvous by 
theie Gifts of Prophecy or Miracles, 
reFouldſolemnly Publiſh ro the World 
ed for-his Church , -any thing - that 
tix @Þohtindeed to be accounted Impcrti- 
-wſn or Uſeleſs, And yer of theſe 
-Wuzlitics, fome Perſons, more -Bold 
an Learned and Conſiderate , are 
wcasd ro impeach many ' Paſſages of 
YEcripture.- Bur rruly' that God who 
ndWas ſo Preciſely ExaR, inthe Dimen- 
-*Wons, Proportions, and all other Cir- 
Rances of the Antient Tabernacle, 
tough it were but a Typical and Tem- 
rary Structure, ought to be ſuppos'd 
jak as careful ro let nothing Super- 
nous intrude into thoſe Volumes, 
hich: being conſign'd to 'the Church 
Ir the Perpetual Uſe and Inſtrution 
it, muſt: contain nothing uncondu- 
eto.thoſe Deſigns; the leaſt Text 
ir being'as contributory to the Coam- 
learing:of the "Bible, as' every Loop 
r:Pin was! to the Perfection of the 
abernacle; © God',.. by '{o Great a 
ohdefcenfion- to the” Weaknels' cf 
"Capacities and 'Metnories, as = 


We > =: 5: 
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with-holding from the Canon fo hi 
Writings of. Selomon, and ſo majgifipic 
the Oracles and Miracles of owWy! 
wiour ; and by ſo ſtrangely Preſerylity 
the whole Scripture,(for the Books pf 
tended to be loft, though VVritteaWik 
never ſo floly Men, are cither inÞprc 
Bibles extant under other Name: 
cannot be Demonſtrated to hav 
ver been Canonical, that is, entniiff 
ed with the Church as the Ini 
ble Rule of Faith and Life ) do's, oi 
thinks, abundantly evince his Dd 
of Inchaſt _—_ there , i 
hath no tendency to his People's 
ſtrution. Were not my Dilcc 


confin'd & my Occaſions, and the 


of Diſtreſling Your Patience to { 
what narrow limits, I could eaſily 
ſeveral Inſtances of Texts, ſeemuſh 
Uſeleſs, ſhew how much men hy 
been miſtaken in imagining chemfi 
Many Paſlages that at the firſt orſea 
Reading I could find nor Guels! 
Ulfes of, at the Third or Fourth Ih 
diſcover'd ſo pregnant in them, ti 
almoſt equally. admir'd the: Ric 
of thoſe Texts, and. my not Diſcermſ 
it ſooner. . A, Superficial and- Curla 4 
Perulal preſents [us many chi 
AY 10\\ oy 


ne Fe PD veripturer. 
0 wileivial or Superfluous, which a Per, 
apicacious Reflexion dilcloles ro be 
iyſtcrious, And of fo pron 4 ap: 
ſergfity is the Knowledge of Scripture, that 
Wo one Part of it ought to be eſtcemed 
aMicl(s, if it may bur facilitate or im- 
in cove the Underſtanding of. any other : 
Divine Truths being of that Worth, 
hat the Knowledge and Acquiſt of a 


nalfew of them, as much our-values 


greater Knowledge of other Things, 
NE eweller's Skif and Stock ts = 
{etr'd before a Maſon's. And I con- 
Wider here, that as the Bible was not 

ritten for any one particular Time 
or People, but for the whole Church 
Militant diffus'd through all Nations 
and Ages ; as many Paſlages.{ as thoſe 


ly Woppos'd to the Zab:an's Magical Rites} 


ohave at firſt been neceſſary for the Jews, 
which loſe the Degree ( ar leaſt ) of 
ther Quality for us ; ſo there are many 
Worhers very Uſctyll, whichwill not per- 
+ haps be found ſo theſe many Ages : 
being poſſibly reſerv'd, by the Prophe- 
ul tick Spirit that Endited: thern, and 
8 whoſe Omniſcience Comprizes and 
aff Unites in. one ProſpeR all Times and 
ES) ro quell ſome furure fore- 
© ſeen Herefie 5 which will not pon 
* = © 
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Conſiderations touching the Style "Nl © 
be Born till we be Dead ; or reſo 
fome yet unformed Doubr,or confowlif c 
{ome Error that hath not yet a Nane el 
So that all the Parts of Scripture aff 
uſeful in ſome Ages, and ſome in Al 
We read in the Goſpel, that at the fit 
Inſtitution of the Euchariſt, *twas & 
preſly ſaid to the Diſciples' concernin 
the Sacramental Vine, Drizk ye Al l 
zt, whereas upon the Exhibirion ofthe 
Bread the Particle A/l/ is omitted, Th 
Difference ris like, the Prinutive Ci 
ſtians marvell'd at, and diſcerning n 1 
Reaſon for it, might be wav, ' 2 
think the Paſſage Ulcleſs or Superff 
ous; bur We that live in a Age whereh;!! 
in the Cup is deny'd ro much tht 


are invited not only to Abſolve ti 
Recording of this Particulatiry, but 
Admire ur. The Ceremonial Law 
with all irs Myſtick Rites, (which, li. 
the Manger to the Shepheards, hold” 
forth Wrap'd in His Swarthing: wR 
Cloths, the Infant gcſar, ) to man 
that beſtow the Reading on ir, ſeem be 
ſcarce Worth it : Yet what Ule the,” 
Apoſtles made of ir with the Jo D 
and how Neceſſary the Khowledge of « 
it. is yet to Us, in our Controverſies” 
| with} 


m0. the H, Scriptures. | 
Tihchen; he that 1s any thing vers'd | 
ch chem cannot ignore. And let Me 
We. ell you, Theophtlus, that thoſe Funda- 
< Mental Controverſies are both more 
\ "8 eceſſary and more Worthy a Wiſe- 
- mans ſtudy, than moſt of thoſe com- 
\Sacatively, Trifling ones, that at Preſent 
0 Miſerably, ( nor to ſay ſo Caule- 
eſly) Diftra& Chriſtendome. How 
Snany. Paſſages, of the .. Prophets by 
azy Readers are. thought to have no 
Miſe, which, as the Starre did the 
iſe-Men, lcad the Attentive Con- 
iderers to Chriſt 5 and ſo Loudly and 
Warmoniouſly, together with 2foſes's 
Wypick Shades, utter thoſe Words .of 
Wic Baptiſt, Behold the Lamb of God that 7, .. 
eth away, the Sts of the world, that 1 
Wnect with ,numcrous Paſſages in the 
New Teſtament, to which I cannor byir 
ppply what.St. 2atthew notes upon, 1s 
arrative”. of our Saviours- apprehen- 
Fion ; AL thes was done that the Scrip- Mar.z6, 
 Wores of the Prophets mtght be fulfilled 55+ 
ir rather.now all this was-ſo done that 
'Whcy were fulfilled ; ( for ſo oftentimes 
he Context: Commands vs to render 
«Wc ve intheſe Citations). and which 
.Miccall to. my Mind the Hiſtory 'of the 
{J—cancfguration ; For as theret yr cl 
, D 


by 
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Conſrderatiz8  tolehing the S!yle” 
ſtles at firſt ſaw Moſes ad Elias Tulete 
ing with Jeſw, but ar rhe Second Vieſhal 
( when the Cloud was with-drawn,aicp* 
he had Spoken' to thein ) ſaw zone Wie 
Tefws only; {o: ſuch Paſſagesas I x 
ſpeaking of, in the Law, the Propheſſnſt 
and the Goſpel, ar firſt' Survey appaſſot 
bag Things,but upon a Seconffiet 
Inſpe@ion, and the Acceſs of mum 
Light from an Attentive Collarion {6 
things, they do All, as it were, Vanilifoit 
into Chriſt ; Of whom ( ro Uſe vet 
Apoſtle's Terms ) Moſes :n thc Lao 
and the Prophets did write ; and MW", 
whom thoſe Types and thoſe Predidihlc 
ons pointed. Thoſe Inſtances of diffÞipit 
Old Teſtament , of the Confus'd « 
Diſlocated Mention of Known Peliffind 
grees and Storics, were'pofſibly UW: 
If ' and even Troubleſomt - ro til 
Afnrient Jews z but ſerve Us extreni 
ly to ſilence the Cavils of the 
dern Ones, when they would invalg4 
date the New Teſtament's Authorigſite 
becauſe in St. Steven's Narrative, an-He 
ſome of the Evangeliſt's GenealogyY64 
the Holy Ghoſt is pleas'd to empioylc 
in the New Teſtament,  rhar Obſcunſted 
ſtrain he had oftner us'd in'the OWYG) 

cet 


(and ſure as inſultingly as the Je 
uk 
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Tuleto urge againſt us ObjeRions ofthar 
VieEature, 1 could readily Reraliate, and 
n;affiepsy them in the ſame Coyn, were 
w here no Common Enemy that migh 
I i Advantag'd by our Quarrel, -- 
Wnploy eirher's Arguments againſt 
wpeloth. ) And as there are divers Pro- 
coiherical Paſſages in the Revelatron, 
Which we know as little che Ulſe as 
on Weaning of, which yer doubrleſly our 
inioſtetiry will. not find Barren, when 
Soce the Accompliſhment ſhall have 
rovdthe Expoſitor. of thoſe Pred1&i- 
os, whoſe Event will ( if ir do nothing 
a&1{c) arreſt rhe Omniſcience of rheir In- 
' eifpiter :' fo poſſibly, of many Moſaick 
{ (Conftiturions, whereof we Chriſtians 
Wind Excellent Uſes, moſt of the Old 
1ews ſearce knew any; at leaſt my Con- 
errlation with our Modern Rabbies, 
wbows me that they, whilſt they obſti- 
ately decline referring them ro' the 
WMefias, can fcarce make any more of 
"the Inſpir'd and Myſterious Laws of 
Hoſes; (Except chole that Relate ro the 
yiCabian Superſtition 3 with which roo, 
look of their Doors are as unacquain- 
wted as ours) than rhe Egyptians, of 
4} Gymnoſophiſts, could of rheir Sacrifi- 
ces and other Rirual Devotions. , 
il *Tis 
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*'Tis not that I think all che Beolh Re! 
thar Conſtiruce the Bible, of equalNMorh 
ccſliry or equal Ulſetulneſs , becafhmes 
they ate of equal Extraction z or thiytt 
I eſteem the Church would loſe Mew 
much in the Prophecy of Nabum, Mie 
that of 7ſatab ; or.in the Book of rulfſhew 
as in the Epiſtle ro the Romans, or tiihhoſ 
Goſpel of Foh# : ( as rhe fix'd Stamfſtoo 
themſelves, though of the ſame Heayiihd'! 
are not all of the ſame Magnitord 
and Luftre ) Bur I eſteem all che calf i 
ſtituent Books of Scripture, .ncceſſuſiſvi 
to the Canon of it ; as Two Eyes, Tulſſſprti 
Ears, and the reſt of the MembaWri 
are All neceflary ro..the Body ; - with 
out divers of which it may Bc,, bur, nÞþkd 
be {o Perfe&, and which are all WPr 
Great, though not of Equal.\1{daliſ $ 
neſs. - And perhaps it might. wid}ot 
out: roo much ., Hyperbole - be - ſafer 
yer furcher ; that; as amongſt the Staſſſpug 
that Shine in the .Firmament, houſe 
there be a Diſparity of Grearndifdt 
compar'd to one another, yet they ans 
all of them Lucid and Celeſtial Bodisj - 
and the Leaſt of. them far Vaſter thai 
any thing on Earth ; fo of the rw”: 
Teſtaments. that compoſe the . Bibls 
though there may be ſome Diſparity 


i 
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oof Relation to themſelves, yer are they 
INSoch , Heav'nly and. infirutive Vo- 
caſkmes , and incſtimably out-valuing 
thi bs Earth affords, or Human Pens 
emc'd, AndlI muſt add, that as 
igeraliſts obſerve, that Rich Mines 

ie wont to lye Hid 1n thoſe Grounds, 
Whoſe Surface bears no Fruic-Trees, 
r00-much malign'd by the Arſenical 

avid: reſembling fumes ) nor 1s well 
Mord with uſctull Plants or Verdure 3 
$ if God would Endear rhoſe 111- 
ſavourd: Lands by giving them great 
Twiffortions: ) ſo divers Paſſages of Holy 


rie, which appear Barren and Un- 
omiſing ro our Firſt Survay , and 


.nÞÞi4 nor obviouſly forth Inſtructions 

| @ Promiſes, being by a Sedulons Ar- 
fu Search'd into , (and the Original 

| _ ou us'd in that Text of 

Wo the Scriptares , does ptoperly C- 7ob. c. 393 
aÞugh enibe the etching for bid” "I 
aWcalure.) afford out of their penetra- 

ned Bowels, Rich and Pretious Myfte+ 

sf Divinity. - INT 
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The fifth ObjeRion. * (ca 


The Next thing itmptired! 16:i{fÞ0) 
Seriprure .15 , that it contains\ muſt 
things Trivial : or ;mperrtinent 3:4 
tis not-impoſſible,buc thar ſome rhinſul 
may Seem ſo,though they Are.noto pi! 
this ſort are Disjoynred fpeecherali 
abrupr:Tranficions obſerv'd in tman 
our Saviour's Diſcourſes ; in whithWv 
fo-we ſomcrimes rcad him to have WK 
{wer'd,, without being asK'd the QF: 
ftion, (rhough that te otherwiſelÞ,? 
vable by a Critick ) and ſometime 
have .Anſwer'd to a quite other QB* 
ftion than that he was As&'d. :Butip% 
15 notro berttiought an Abſurdiry WW 
an Excellency 1n the Replies of Cliff 
who poſicffing the-Prerogative of 
.. ecrning Hearts, did Preach after 
rate iz His Oratory -rook-'a: (hay 
—_— Ours can follow it wi 
Profecured his Deſign by Alerinyy*9 
Diſcourſes ; and wiſcly med{utft- 
Firneſs of his Heavenly Sermons, *? 
their Relation to his End, nat 
Theme. For as he knew his Heanf** 
Thoughts,he addreſt himſclf ro thaff®: 
and reaching them * in their catlif** 
Formal | 


orins tions. = 4 i it wcre, " their Gr 
Ile » before they had leifure rg 
+6 inco- rhe Tongue , he not_ more 
1G on his Auditory by Anfwering 
& Thoughts, than by thus Manifc- 
chat he Knew them, Of. his ſo 
b underyalu'd Parables , ſome, if 
>Wrmoſt, do { like thoſe Oyſters that, 
des the Meat they afford us , con- 
in Pearls ) nor only include excel- 
nt Moralities, bur comprize impor- 
Mic Prophecies. The Parable of the 
pn op puck of Muſtard-ſeed that #ar. 13. 
\&Þ ſuddenly grew ro ſo large'a Plant, *:3%-3% 
«S352 (now tylf1Þ _ Prodckon of the 
F urably ſwift ogrels of rhe 
iWolpel. ; hich fo c{picable Be» 
Wioings , ſoon proſpcr'd to a height, 
ar tendrcd it a/moſt as firan Obje& 
«Wonder as for Faich.. That other = 3, 
_ arable of the-xreacherops -Husbang- 3 
colic w, clearly foretpld Chriſt's. Death 
py che Fews Malice, and their Deſtru- 
Lion for 5h ak emip'f =y ro 
+ yabeeded Prophecies diſclos'd in 
Wifers of. chem. , elooricty being in- 
x80rm dehar there isa Critick, ( Mons 
eut 4. B.)now art work upon aD-fign 
B Manifet ing many, otherwiſe in- 
| 75 _ ok New Tcſta- 


ment 
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Con farrations Toue1ng the vIf0® 
mehit to be Prophecies ; of whomt't 
leſs than the Famouſeſt of the Wl; 
dern Rabbies, Mena ſie Ben-Iſrael, (WF; 
time I made -hima Viſit at his owf® 
Houſe in Amferdam ) gave me off 
Charader, that he took him for tif 
Ableit Perſon of the Chriſtians. Th 
Hillotical- Circumſtances quartell;:: 
with in Chriſt's Patables, ate like” 
Feathers thar wing our Arrows,whiiiif, 
though they Peirce nor like the He 
| bur ſeem _ things, and of a dif 
ting matter from the reſt,are yer requif® 
ſite to make the Shaft to peircez & Wl. 
both conveigh it to, and petiettare} 
Mark. Bur nothing is thought male 
impertifiene it Scripture than the fi_ſſ® 
quent Repetitions, Bur the Larf;7 
need not to be told, that many thi: 
ſcem tothe Ignorant bare Reperitionſ® 
which yet ever bring along with the 
ſome Light or ſome Acceſſion My, 
that comparable to the Stars, whidif, 
as Like as they ſeem to Vulgar Gt, 
' zers, arc by the <kilfulf Aftrolo;... 
taught to contain under that Colal 
and Figure corhmon to them all; vet 
Peculiar and diſtin Influences. I he 
alſo confider , that in all Langudgal. ©: 
there are ſome Cuſtomary Geminad 


and Expreſſions, which, though to 
"Wrgngers hey appear Superflugus ,. if 
"Sx Abſurd ; ro the Narives, and. inthe 
;Wotxicty of char Speech, are nor only 
M@wrcot , bur oftentimes Emphagical. 
Wind wichall, rizac chere is ſcarce any 
W:thcle ſceming, Imperunencies , of 
Whicha Learned and Judicious Expo- 
Wor /cannor aflign a pertinent. Caulc 
4 Reaſon. And I conſider too, thar 
fe BOC 5 of Scripture being Enduted, 
"Wi 21]. ar Once, but at very ſcyeral 
Wd giſtant Times z- (according ro the 
own laying , - that. Nurquam ſatis 
eter quod 147:quan ſatis diſcitur') the 
» Wpczition of rhe ſame Sins and Er- 
Wc5zrequir'd char.of the ſame Iylenaces 
- Wd Dillwaſions ; whoſe frequent en- 
_ Wins z ſerving both ro Arteſt and to 
Feoaviace.the Sinner's Obſtinacy, was 
-Wabare Repeating , bur ſuch a Re- 
: bling as we are fain ro uſe, to drive 
84 Nail tothe Head: (and the Words 
the Wiſe are, in the Wiſe man's 
1c ds, eAs Natls faſtned bythe Ma- Zo 
of Affemblies) where though in all 
tenew'd Stroaks the buſie Hammer 
— WS, the Ac be ſtill rhe ſame ,- yer 
= $00 Blow ſuperfluous ; the Number 
them ſerving to compleat their O- 
I 3 peratlon : 


92 


ro Difprave a Ttath arrefted by tot 
tid 


Conſiderations touthing the Style | 
perabion. They that in peruſitlg Body] 
_ hen | and Skill 9-4 wil 
them of what Oratory or Srealeltiawlf 
Dreſs'd andDiſguts d them: ily 
fily difcerh moſt of: ther ro be ut®# 
Vary'd Repetitionss which for jy pit 
I find diffcring from thoſe of ' Say Þ 
ure, but in that the later do in'rhe full 
Words gencrally comprize NewM 
ter, whereas the former uſually proſe 
us Stale Matter in New VVords: Al 
T-confider further , rhatourown kl 
Experience ſhowing us, that theteiff 
no Single Text of Seripttire chat$d 
tifer Hererick's —_— carnort ply 
fibly enough elude zxhe Holy Chit 
forefceing this from" the Begimvili) 
hath Mereitully-and Wiſcly provid 
thatthe Fundamental Truths of Fall 
and Manners ſhould be held forth 
lo Many Places , ' and-in fo muchVi 
ricry of Expreſſions,” tharone-ot oth 
of them -muſt unavoydably: ititetdy 
choſe Evaſions ,” ind-ſeapetheſe F 
conſtructions, rhar Sophiſtry may 
vpon the reſt, Which Providendl 
lene hath preferv'd many Arriclesfia 
rhe Arrempts 'of Herericks mall 
theE'borh Bluſh ro Queſtion, 8&Deſpulſ 


eg 
$- he 
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To of the FE, Soriptures, = 
il car's of 3 VVitneſſes; and giving Or- 
ll dodox' Believers the SatisfaRion of 
all tplpt their Anchor ty'd ro a Three- 
L604; rbich 15 mot cafily broken. 
{IHE che Bibles Repericions (or In- 
S ations rather reach us ſomething 


| 4 


5 cr untaughe before ; and (as1n Gen 4 
6 Bis Villon; though both the Ears 25-31 


off Wd the Kine fignif'd the ſame thing , 
{ll KFoſeps's Interpretation ſhows that 
kl fiether- was Superfluous, ) evin thoſe 
ythar Teach ys nothing elſe, Teach 
wie {caſt che iniportance (or ſome 0- 
t&-Arrribure; ') of thoſe- repeated 
Points we were taught before. And 
ff Ictople not ro compare the Expreſ- 
| fioas of the Scripture to a Roſe, where 
i though ſo many Leave: neerly reſcm- 
ll bls each other, theres nor one of them 
hur contributes to the Beauty and Pcr- 
lQion of the Flower. | 


09 7 EDO - Of Con- 
aft; The fxth ObjeHon. traditia 


Ham not unacquainted with the * tum'd be- 
Kit; and. the 2ro9 Cethib : nor the ne 
maADo ppn Tikksn Soph'rim in the SSipare. 
af 01d Teſtament:Nor yer with rheVarie 
wt £e9:oncs(eſpccially thoſe of the-Eaſtern 
g ardVVeſtern Fers asthey are call'd) ra- 
ken Notice of by Modern Criticks in 
-2ig | I 4 the 
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| the Words, and-ſomcrimes too as ty 


C onſiderations toxc! ing the Style 
the Hebrep Text, of rhe Old,as, wdlallge 
1n the Greek of the New Teſtament fs :] 
I am not neicher altogether 9;Strange ou 
co. the Difficultics-ro be mer withy 
making good the Citations we / fu 
made of divers Texts of the Former of 
thoſe Sacred Inſtruments in the Later: pr 
In which they ſeem not unfre Bc 
to diffcr much from what we find ex iſt: 
ſtant in-the antient Teſtament , as 1 


the Senſe. Theſe things, 1 ſay, though 
by ſome much urg'd againſt the Scrip- 
ture , I am not ignorant of, But | 
think it not fit to conſider them in this 
place 3 nor only ,. becauſe thaſe that 
are much better qualified for fuchy' 
Work than I, have done it alreadyzbut 
becauſe theſe ObjeRions relating, ras 
ther to the Truth or the Aughori 
than ro the Style of the Scripture, 
the Nature of my preſent task does 
not Oblize me to examine them, 
Eſpecially fince 1 have already ſaid 
ſomerhing of rhem,and may ſay more; 
in what 1 write on the brhaff of rhe 
Chriſtian Religion. And 'tis upon thels 
grounds, Theophilus, thatT allo decline 
at preſent the conſideration of what is 
wont to be Objeced , as if there 

were 
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Pi” of the H, Seyiptures, 
Uarfucea great many Self-contradiftions 
Ent, ſky -be' *m1er with in the Scripture, 
get JOnly: I (hall in che mean time invire 
ha Souto take Notice with me , thar 'ris 
} 

y 


| 


bl 

ul Boor oftentimes ſo much the various 
of Faſpe&s of rhe Texrs, as the divers 
er; Bfrepoſſeſſions and Intereſts of the Ex= 
th Booktors, rhat make Books-ſeem reple» 
&& Baiſh'd wich interfering Paſſages and 
0 FComradictions. For if once the Theme 
th ueated of do highly concern. Men's 
Inercſts , let the Bqok+be as Clear as 
tan, ſubrile and engag'd Perſons on 
both fjdes, peruſing it with Foreſtall'd 
Judgments 'or Byaſs'd Paſſions , will 
te {ure. to -wreit many Paſlagey to 
countenance their Prejudices, and 
krve their Ends,though.they make the 
Texts never ' ſo fiercely fall out with 
oe another, to reconcile them to their 
Partial Glofſes. Of this I might pro- 
dice an Eminent Inſtance in 4riſtotle's 
Phyſical. Writings, alleg'd by ſo ma- 
mdiſlenting Se&s of School-men to 
euntenance their Jarring Opinions 3 
tie-injur'd Sragirite ( cmploy'd as Se- 
cond by every one that quotcs him ) 
deing by every Sc& brought to Fight 
with its Antagoniſts, and by them all 
0 give Battcl ro himſcglt, Thus _ 
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Confideratrans touchihg the Style Y. 
the Diſſenting . Se&s of - 44abungwi(dt 
quarrel as well: about the-;Senſc gf jar 
their Alcoraz, - a5 we do about thang ner 
our Bible, and mgke the oneas muchel be 
Noſe of Wax,asthe RomeſtCathold Bu 
lay we make the other. Which brug bei 
unto my mind, that nor only; wi wi 
I\usv6jſa. Twe., the Some things: hard mf 20 
ber. underflood in S*. Pau}'s Epiſtle} we 
but Alſo the Adio yfolÞou: , The therlf La 
Scriptures are by S*, Pater aid ta bf w 
by the unlearned: and unit gble wry be 
Sted to their own DesiruFton, Whal op 
4.ſober Author finds an Impanulff ro 
Readcr, who takes his VV.ords inter} m 
genuinely Obvious Acceprion, where] th 
ever the Context doth not manitcfth} B 
force another.on-them, (in whichthafſ 
the Reader acquicſces ) the: VVriretiſ}| & 
eaſily underſtood : but when nimbe 
and forcſtall'd VV its peruſe an Aurha, 
riot ro fit down with His Senſe, bun} 1 
make himſpeak Theirs (whecherat be | 
his Own or no : ) and giving them « 
ſelyes che Pains and Leaſure of conlvf} x 
dcring all the poſhble Acceprions dl r 
a Word or Phraſe, and the Liberty dj « 
pitching upon that which-beſt ſerv 1 
their Prefent turn, allow themaſclveswy * 


conclude, that becaulc it May fig! : 


?! 


Ye 'F” : of the H, Scriptures. 
nil (hand ſo elſewherc,therefore ir does ſo 
nſc gf fare: 3-40 Avchor muſt be much wa- 
bad ner chan Homer and Virgil, whom Ez 
ache) era and ' 4lexander Roſi have made 
hd Brangeliſts , ro k« ep his Words from: 


th} whar wa+: never in his Thoughrs.' And 
ad of ery. pregnant Initance'of this Trurh, 
we-may obſerve in-the Law of onr 
Or Land ; whote very End being to Pre- 
xi vere or. Aboliſch Strifes 3 and which 
beng Written ſo Punfually and Ex- 
pefly,, and in ſo Peculiar and Barba- 


ther. bemg conducive.to ſo Good an 
cliy8 End: could make it: Supportable 5 45 
I yer by : Mens concem'd Wits ſo miſ- 

Wy conſtrued and perverted, rhat nor one- 
inPrivate Mens Caſes , we ſce the 
udges ſo puzzled: that Sures ' often- 
res our-lait Luftreszbnr the Prince's 
Party and the Subjet's, Ki:1, and E x- 
eure one another ;.and ( as Charity 
temprs me to. preſume ) think- rhcy 
may-do ſo By the Law, and doſoFor 
the Law. In this belief, Thar we of- 
ten 1rrpure to the Scripture our own 
Fauks or Deficiencies, (the Inſtances 
& rhofe Anti-ſcripruriſts I have con- 


vers d 
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brig teing rormur'd into. a Conſcfſion - ofs 


rows a Style { clogg'd © wich ſupctru- 
rf merary Reperitions ) that nothing bur” 


Fob.6. 60+ 
66- 68, 
69. 


Conſrderatians tonching the Style * 
vets'd with, have very much confirm'g: 
me : though I have (till eſteem'd, that 
che Beſt as well as Shorteſt way, is 
not to wrangle with them about ev 
Nicety, where the Defcar of their Qb- 
je&ions gives us no Victory over their 
Incredulicy, and by bur evidencing the 
Scripture's not being cither Falſe or 
Abſard , can ſerye but to Juſtifie ou 
Reverence to them , not to [mpart it; 
bur by ſolidly afferting the Divine 
Origination of. the p_ , reduce 
men-to aſcribe rheir ſcruples to the 
true Caulc;& perſwade us to.theTem- 
per of the Apoſtles, who, when Chriſt 
had utter'd a Hard ſaying , which ſo 
unſetled many of his Diſciples that. 
they- deſerted him upon ic 3 though 
(their groſs Miſapprehenfions of nu-. 
merous other much leſs Obſcure Paſ- 
ſages will cafily. perſwade us ) they 
relliih'd it not aright, yer would by 
no means Forſake him for their Ma-: 
ſter, becauſe, ſayes their Spokeſ-man, 
Peter , Thou batt. the words of Eter- 
nal Life , and we believe and are Sure 
that thou art the Chriſt the Sor of the 
Lrumg God : teathing us with one 
Grand and Comprehenſive Truth , ' to 

filence Particular Scruples, And one 
thing 
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12nd Authority of the Scripcures , 
[ad confequently their nor being Con- 
radictory ro themſelves, hath ( as we 
may elſewhere have occaſion tro ma- 
nifeſt more ar large ) been immemo- 
riglly Believ'd by che Learned'ft Men 
n-the World ; many of whom may 
be very reaſonably ſuppol'd ro have 
examin'd: Opnions without any other 
Concern in their Enquiries than that 
of not being Decciv'd z or any other 
End than thar of Finding our the 
Truth 3 and moſt 'of whom, though 
by their Sedulouſncſs and rheir Eru- 
dtion they diſcover d Difficulties in 


'Iihe Bible thar our Quaeriſts could ne- 


xr have dream'd of ;, yer did thcy all 


Jconclude the Belict of che Scriprures,, 


grounded on as much Reafon as is 
onſiſtent with a due Latirude for rhe 
Exerciſe of Faith: which poſſibly needs 
ſome Dimneſs or Reluancy in the 
Underſtanding , ro be an accepracle 
Vertue of the Will ; ( Faith and the 
Twilight ſeeming to agree in rhis 
Property - that a mixture: of Dark- 
nefs is requiſite to both: which too re- 
fulgent aLigts, the one vaniſhing into 
Know- 
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- ting would not be unworthy our Ob- 
mg: xAor's conſidering 3 Thar the Truth 


John, 1, 


. At atten. TIF 


Knowledge , as the other into Day;)| ty 
And ' now Faith thus caſually pres {19 
ſengs her {lf in my Way, it will, pers ſh 
haps , not- be 1mpertinent to obſcrve, | we 
chart Chriſt often deals with New Be fe 
lievers,: as he is recorded to have done fl 
with Nathamel z, for as when tha -- 
Guileleſs 1ſraelite had acknowledg 
him the Meſias, upon the bare Evis 
dence - of his having been diſcern 
by him under the Fig-Lrec, | our Ble+ 
{cd Saviour tells him, Becauſe 1 (afd 
wnto thee, 1 ſaw thee under the Fiq- 
Tree, believeſi thow 2 thou. ſhalt ja 
greater things than theſe 3 ( which in 
the next Verſe he procceds to met: 
tion ) So when men once have eny 
brac'd the Perfwaſion of the Scrips 
ture's being Divinely Inſpir'd , that 
Faith is a rhing ſo acceptable ro God, 
that he often diſcovers to them , 
confirm them. ]1n rheir Belief , Argy 
ments muchclecrer than thoſe thatu 
duc'dthem To it 3. and convinces then! 
of che Reaſonableneſs. of: having ſub 
mitted their Reaſon to him that gaw 
irchem. And, ( asif there were Myſie 
ries in which Faich doth more proſpe 
rouſly make way for Underſtanding 
than Thar is ſct awork 'to —_— 

aithJ - 
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ay) Ifaki : ):it bappens to them as ir did 

pes {19 the .xwo Blind-mcn  mention'd* in 2arr. 9. 
ets ihe: Goſpel 3 in whom our Saviour firſk *7» & «+ 
rve, [requir dFaith; and(having found That, 

= k).chen Open their Eyes. 


- Wy T6, The ſeventh Objetons 
g <:igris © 1: 5631 
Evi f From the(nor long fince mention'd) 
mdf frequent Repeticions to be met with 
Id- inthe Seripture, and-from-the unafual 
«jd | Method. wherein the Author of it has 
q thought fic chat the Divine Truths and 
JF Frecepts ſhould be extant there, Di- 
110 wts have. been pleas'd ro take Qcca- 
cn fon to Criminate the Bible, as if, its 
en» Ball: confider'd , ir: were but a barrcn 
rp-£ Book, wherein Inftructions are but ſpa- 
that Þ ringly ſcatter d in compariſon of what 
of is: ro; be mer with in divers, other 
OF Wricings, whcre Repetitions are a- 
M-J wided, and more of uſcfull Marter is 
4J geliver'd:in fewer VVords. And hence 
ey it is (fay thele Objecors.)) that ma- 
bf ay Perſons unqueſtionably Religious, 
ay chooſe rather to ſtudy Other Books 
| of Devotion and:Morality, as contain- 
ing more full and Inftrucive Preceprs 
gif otGood Lite. . [46h 4 
ry I might Anſwer this Allegation by 
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Mat. T3. 
44, 


keeps us from diſcovering ; that the it 


ET Ee 
tepreſcnting , that the ſeveral Partsſai 
culars whereon the Accuſation is 0 
gronnded , having beeti already exaſnd 
min'd by me, I need riot ſay anal 
thing diſtinaly to this Accumulatin he 
Charge. Bur becauſe I would ne the 
only Defend my Veneration for theſþyt 
Scripture, bur Perſwade it, T ſhall onſund 
this occaſion offcr two or three thing ſl 
to Confidcration. | 
Although then the Scripture wer p 
leſs repleniſh'd with Excellent Do- us 
Arines , and were bur , as well asthe 
beſt of other Books ; like Mines; in {ut 
the richeſt of which the Golden Ou Þ1p 
is mitgFd with fore of lefle preciow ſuc 
Materials, ( and needs a laboriousſe- ts 
paration from themz)yet ſure it would; ÞÞF; 
like thoſe Mines , deſerve to be care tit 
tully digg'd in 2 and 't will becometie 1! 
cratefull Chriſtians Zeal to imicar ſe 
himin the Parable, who having found Þs] 
a Treaſure bid in a Field , ſtuck ar ng] 
Price within his Power, to purchaleſþay 
the whole Field for the Treaſure 
fake. Ju 
But God be prais'd ; this is not theſes: 
Caſe, for 'tis onely our Ignorance, ſe: 
our Lazineſs, or our Indevotion, tht Þb,k 


Scrip- 
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a "1 ri gle is fo far from. ixigenks 
n 4 d (4 tors walild have it ,, an Valdet- 
A | ds or a barren Soy],. that, it may be 
any ml more . fitly compar'd | to that 
ativſſdel ee d Land of Promiſe,”, which is-ſo. 
eſchen, Jaid 1n Scripture to be fiovine, 
 thih gh Milk and Honey , things U Uſctu 
llok wdNclightfull ; if nor to Paradiſe it . 
ng ft of which cis ſaid, that, there the 
xd God mae to grow every Tree that. Ger:.9, 
ver k pleaſtout to the ſight , aud good far 
Dos ſug, the Tree of Life alſo 21: \ midſt 
the &/ the Garden, And indeed , . as the 
0 Anchor of it was Onmn cient, ſo 
On Experience has taught thar he has ſo 
ow ſuch expreſſed himſelf to. be ſo in 
(e- Bb & Scriprure,, that the more Knowing 
ud; ſs Pious Studicrs have been, the grea- 
ws ſſrfiore of Exccllcnt Truths, thay have 
te x & with i init z theScripture being i in- 
ed like Heaven, where the better 
a [ whe: and "[eleſcopes are, thier more 
"no aghes we diſcover, And that this 
alt hay not appear to be ſaid gratis,” let 
reconſider ,, that a Book may | be In- 
ive , as well by teaching its Rea- 
the hers - eto Truths: as Pradtical. 
x, 06s, and that Chriſtians ought as well 
arÞ know what God would have us. 
he of Him & of his Works, as what 
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- the Nature, and ev'n the Thoughts{ 


 Confiae teens touch The tle "Wu 
he wonld have them Da, Now as itiſde 
pn Queſtion that there are no Spec 
ative Truths of ſo Noble and Elevar 
a Nature as thoſe that have God hin 
ſelf for their Obje&.,ſo there is no Bog 
from whence there is fo much to þ 
Learn'd, as there is from the Bible, « 


God, ahd'of thoſe deep Myſteries 
to which, as I formerly noted fron 
Sr. Peter, the Angels themſelves an 
grcedy of Prying. Nay, there is noq 
ther Book. whatſocver that Teaches 1 
any thing art all, concerning divers ( 
theſe ſublime Subje&s, rhat may it 
fafely Rely'd on, ſave in what ir is 
holden to the Scripture for. So thats 
cannot without an. extreme Injwh 
look upon that Book as Barren, whit 
alone contains all thoſe reveal 
Truths, which are of ſo Noble at 
Precious a Nature, that we jult 

rize the Compoſures of Heatte 

hiloſophers, and other Aurhors, 
being enrich'd with Guefles ar for 
Few of them, though much embas9h 
the Alloy whereto the Truths conf 
Aurally deliver'd arc made lyable irc 
the ImperfeQions of Writers, alway 
Fallible and for the moſt packs fon 
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2s itidegree - of other afally Erroneous, 
pecy{Bpr of rhis more perchance elſewhere, 
var Wherefore I ſhall now add, that 
| hin whereas thoſe we reaſon with, are 
Bodpkas'd to prefer other Books of Mo- 
to lnlity. and Devotion before the Scrip- 
le, of mre, in reference to good Life ; They 
hes af would probably be of anorher Mind, 
es in if they 'duely conſider'd , that ro en- 
fronJoage Men ro live well and Holily, 
ES anlttere 15 much more Requiſite than 
noo harely to tell chem *rhar ,they Oughr 
5 ſto do ſo, and How they ſhould do it. 
5 af for ſince to lead a life rrucly verru- 
ly bl ons, requires in manyCaſes that we De- 
5beY oy, and Overcome our Natural Appe- 
atv rites and Inclinations, and requires alſo 
nj Conſtancy in a courſe that 15 confeſ- 
vid ſedly wonr to be atrended with ma 
al Hardſhips and Dangers, it is not ſuf- 
; anff ficient to engage a Man to a Good life 
ung to give him Preceprs of itz which do 
FF not ſo much ( what is yet the main 
, ny hing/in this Caſe) Make men willing 
on wo conform to ſuch Preceprs, as Sup- 
08 poſe them ſo. And he that can do no 
if more, does far leſs than Him, who bes | 
rap ſides the Rules of good life, preſents 
ay men the Higheſt, and the moſt Preva- 
on lee | Motives to embrace Piery and 
ul WM K 2 Vertue, 
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Virtue, and the moſt Powerfyll -Diſ«ſ. 
{waſives from all that is Wicked, by 
propoſing to. us: ſuch Rewards, and i; 
Puniſhments, and ſatisfying us, that we Þ| \;) 
ougbr, according as we behave out 
{elves, to expc& c1ther the one, or the 
other ; as to convince us that we car- 
not be either: VVuſe, or Happy, bu by 4) 
being Good, nor avoid the greateſt of BY 
Mucries, but by ayoiding Vice. Now if 
as we ſhall ſec anon, thar as to the Pre- I, 
ccpts of good lite, the Bible ts not-'un- 
furniſh'd with them, ſo as to that mol bo 
'Operative Part of the way of. Feads 
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ang good lite, the propoſing ''ot the : 
moſt Prevalent Morives to Good, and O 


che - moſt powerful Diſlwaſives from 
Evil; not onely no other Book: Doe, 
but no Book not inſpir'd, Can-perfonn 
in thatkind, any thing near ſo muchs 
rhe Scripture alone. . Since. we have 
not the ſame Reaſon, to believe any 
Mecr Man, as we have to believe God 
rouching thoſe Rewards and Puniſhs 
= ments which he rcſcrves after Death 
for thoſe that conform to, or. ,diſobey 
his Laws ;.theſe being Matters which, 
( whatever Philoſophers' and other 
Learned Men may have thought. to 
the contrary, ) depend upon-hus free 
Will, 


- of the H,Seriptures. 2195 
Will, and conſequently are nor'tp be 
*&phciely Known, but by his Revela- 
"ton; which he has nor, that appears, . 
WE Fonchſaf'd us in any other Book than 
the Scripture.” ' And therefore 'ris nor 
tobe wonder'd ar, that St. Paul ſhould 
aſcribe it to our Saviour Chriſt, That 
o te bad brought Life and Immortality to > Tim 
| tght through the Goſpel. And whereas 1-19. 
ope 15 that Spur without which Men 


$ do ſcarce ever cheertully Unitertake, ; 
Nt &rcſolurely Go Through,things much 
4 | && difticulr and dangerous than thoſe 
+ || viicha Virruous courſe of life 15 wont 


ye expoſe men to, Sr. Peter makes a 
** | Chriſtian's - higheſt Hope to depend 
(pon a Revealed Truth, where he gives 
thanks ro God for having, -accordr1z7 to 
- ms abundant Mercy, begot us to a lively 1Pt.1.;, 
* If Hope by the ReſurreFion of Fefus Christ 
0/79 the Dead, And what Influence 
) Þ facti-a* Knowlatlge of God and Chriſt, 
,. 4 i we have irar all, we muſt owe 
rhe Scripture, and ſuch Hopes 'and 
Promifes as none but God himſelf, or 
/ thoſe He ſends, can give a wary and 1n- 
- tligent Perſon , may have upon good 
fe; you' may gueſs by that other Paſ- 
lage'of: the ſame Apoſtle, where not 
onely he mcnttons -Gods having ac 
46 K 3 cording 
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Conſiderattons touching tbe Style "Py" 
cording to bis Divine Power ( or Eff 
cacy) gruen unto us all things that per. 
tain auto Life and Godlineſs throes 
the Knowledge of bim that hath called 
4 to Glory and Virtue, But allo imme. 
diately ther ſpeaks of our being made 
Partakers of the Diutne Nature, and 
eſcaping the Corruption that ts 1n the 
world through Luft, by thoſe & 
ccading great and precious Promiſe 
that are given of God unto us. $ 
that although the Scripture did not &- 
preſly give us ſuch Moral Documens 
as Ethical Writers do, and taughtw 
good life but by acquainting us with 
what God has reveal'd in thoſe Wre 
rings concerning himſelf, and by cat 
vincingly propoſing to us thoſe high 
cſt % Han 96 to Embrace a Good, FN 
and Shun an Evil Life, which ( though 
Reaſon may perchance make ſome 
weak and confus'd Gueſles at them, 
Revelation onely can make Examining 
men confidently Depcnd upon, 18, | 
ſay, the Scripture tid no more than 


thus Engage us to Reſolve upon a good 
life, leaving us to derive the Parti- 
cular Preceprs of Virtue from. the in- 
ward DiQares of the Law of Nature, 
and the Exerciſe of our own Reaſon 

| | ( which 
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(which two together may well teach 
w, Almoſt as much as Ethical Books 
#e wont to teach, of really and con- 
fderably Ulſctull ) the Scripture ovghc 
t to be cſteem'd a moſt inſtruftive 
k in reference ro' Good Life ! As 
ineffeR we ſee, that the Writings of 
mo Philoſopher or Orator ever made 
any thing near ſo many Perſons ſo Vir- 
mous as the New Teſtament, though 
but a Pocket Book; has been able to do, 
eſpecially in thoſe Primitive Ages of 
the Church, when thoſe that recciv'd 
that Book were leſs diverted from ir 
than ſince they have been, by the Rea- 
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+ £ ding of others. The Mooh may in 
W | clear Weather lend a Gardiner Light 
1 | cnough ro digg, and manure his Or- 
x, I! chard, and perhaps to prune his Trees, 


bur. none will ſay that the Moon does 
as; much comribute ro - his Jabourtng 
to produce fruit as the Sun 3 ſince this 
Nobler Planer not only affords him 
Light to work by, ahd a comfortable 
Warmth whilſt he is working, bur ani- 
mates him by the hopes'he-cherifhes 
upon the Suns account, that ini due Sea- 
ſon his Diligence and Toyls: ſhall be 
rewarded, The Application is x00 Ob- 
vious to need to be inſiſted on. 

| K 4 Burt 
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Conſiderations towthrng the Style 
.* Burthough upon the fore-mentiondy'th 
Accounts alone, the Scripture 'woull yh” 
deſerve to be look'd upon as highly fi 
.Conducive to - the Practice of- Picty, ſhine 
and Virtue, -yct/ it is far from beings 
true, that it-is deſtitute of ſuch Moralfh'w 
"Documents, which ir needs nor, to d& {ph 
ſerve to be look'd upon as a'Book very Bftk 
InftruQive in Reference to-good Lifer 
For there being '[wo ſorts of Virtus 

 requifite to an Embracer- of the-G& 
ſpel ; which have been -convenienth 
enough calFd for:Diftin&ion ſake, the hey 
one Chriſtian, and the other Morah Kon 
or Erhtcal.; . I ſuppoſe ir will not 'be Thr: 
:doubred bur that - the Rules of ghole ſho 
Virtues that -are properly Chriſtian 
muſt be ſought - for 1n the: Scripture, 
that - being hug 1a gas, by Prote 
ſtants 'to have ſuch 'a ſufficiency ast0 Put 
matters' of 'meer Revelatioz , ( which Ywal 
ReſtriRion roo many do'inconfiderates 

Iy enough-leave: our )- that in Matters hf 

of that Nature, Divines often Do, and 

in many Caſes May;atgue Negatively, þ 

as well asAffitmarively from the Scrip+ ſhi 

ture 3''whichEaſes vs- of many things 
obtruded-ag- Duties, -mcerly by its not; 
either .expreſly , or by ' conſequence; / 

Impoſing 'them- upon us. - So that-/as 
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VT” * of the H. Scriptures. | 
dy things of this Nature, there is 
wich" a Fulneſs-in that Book, that of- 
Hy Sawimes it ſayes Much by faying No- 
&ry, ſing; and nor only irs Expreſſions bur 
ng $z'$ilences are Teaching, (like a Dyall, 
Ya which the Shadow as well as the 
a&Fphe informs us. } Nor muft we 
'@) Bimk, rhar chc'Bible is deſtitute of the. 
fer p4t Sort of ſuch Precepts, Exhortarti- 
u8 ſins, and Diſfwaſives, .as we prize in 
26 Ethical. Books, becauſe they are nor 
ith Fuprcls'd and Rang'd in the Bible, as 
Wicy are wont to be in Syſtemarical 
a Fompoſures 3 For nor only there is 
b Fnant in the Scripture, tg, them rhar 
Ne now how to Conſtcllare hole Lights, 
My Krery excellent Body of Moral Pre- 
'e Trpts, bur there arc likewiſe ſcatterd 
© Be forcibleſt Motives ro the ſeveral 
t0 Duties, and the moſt retrating Dil- 
> Fafves from the contrary Vices. And 
& Sly, it hath long leffen'd my Efteem 
3 Ft our Heathen Morals, that the E- 
d Fhicks being bur the Dodrine of Re- |. 
Y, Fulating our Paſſions and DireQing 
» Þit Faculties in order to the Attain- 
's Fnent of Felicity, they have been hi- 
; Wicrto handP'd by thoſe, ro whom the 
3 Mature of the Faculties and Paſſions 
$ Bfthe Mind was bur very. little known : 
£ | Whercas 
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Whereas to the Author of the Scrillere 
ture-Morals, the Frame, and Springlhous 
and Faculties of our ſouls, being ib 
ruitively and moſt Perfe&ly know 

the moſt proper and Powerfull way V 
of Working on them, cannor be ufc 
known to him : and then certain 
one unacquainted with the Trade, wig: 
be much leſs likely ro mend a Wardfþo 
that's out of order; than a Vardi 
maker, And indeed, ev'n in refered ! 
ro that other ſort of Virtues | 

are wont in the more confin'd ſenſe Þ 

the Word to be call'd Moral , thaffiit 
are I know not how Many excellaif® j 
Notions nd DiredGions relating = 
chem, diſpers'd up and down in th 

Scripture, though by Reaſon of thaffff © 
notbeing drawn upby themſelves, uf 

of their being mingl'd with other Mali 

ters, they are not fo readily taken nofÞd 
tice of by Ordinary Readers, VVherf 
as, thoſe Srudious Perufers that ſcarf 
the Sciiptures with a due DilgenaſÞ®0 
and Aitention, are not only wontaſ® 
fily enough to deſcry the Moral Couf 
fe aol Preſcriptions over-look'd if 
the other Readers bur rake noticed 
many excellent Documents that an! 
plainly enough Intimated or _ «i 

| there 
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 Scraleresto knowing and diligent Peruſers, 
vrigltongh not clearly and exprefly enough 
ino {She found of thoſe that think them nor 
W or lecking. | 
Wherefore , as to thoſe Religious 
de wferſons mention'd in the laſt propos'd 
zinfWbjetion, I cannor bur think, that by 
>, wilkgcRing the Scripture for Erhical 
Vaompoſures, or even Books of Devo- 
Jargon, they as well wrong Themſelves 
rrend$ the Scriprure 3 And therefore I 
Mall take leave to think the worle., 
iſe Mather of the Practice of the Men, than 
Si. the Book of God, Scarce anything- 
-[l:Þ given me a favourabler Character 
0 of £uther, than his VVith, char all his 
1 thFWooks of Devorion were burnt, when 
a once perceiv'd that the Peoples. 
 nndneſs and - Over-valuation of rhem 
wduc'd a Negled& of the Study of the 
Wblez to which you will find, Theo- 
Shs, that the beſt of that Nature 
Sciog compar'd, are but. ( not todraw 
donr preſent purpoſe that of Sexeca to 
is Mothcr, Paribus 1ztervallis omnig Nena as 
; rot | un" ons onl. ad 
nun g, ab . omarbus Humants diſtant ) retviam, 
1 b@&_ the Stars compar'd to the Sun, <P: 5 
*(Fhoſe Emanations conferr on them 
aitir Luſtre,but whoſePreſence drowns . 
Ft; For though I deny not Books of, 
70 Ow Devotion 
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Devotion a due Degree of Praiſe at # 
Uſefulneſs, yer I retuſe them the WH 
perlative degree of either 3 and ſm” 
the Vritcrs of the beſt of thar kind? ; 
Compoſures , eittcr ſteal their bf. 
things from, or acknowledge tharthiſy, 
Borrow'd them of the Bible, I wail We 
not have Chriſtians negle& rhe 'Fowlf;.. 
tain for the Streams, and ynwilcly, 
well as unthankfully,, ele& ro Raſt. 
Gods Word, rather in any Book thaſf A 
his own, in which to encourage u5iſ..; 
ſtudy the Preceprs of a Virtuous ad... 
Holy Life, we have ſuch Peculiar an 
encouraging Invitations. — San 
Panl feems to' make 1t the (End lf 
the ) Reſult of the ſeveral Ulſcfulndlap*? 
he attributes to the Scripture, Tha i; 
can make the Man of God Perfe8, thorm- x 
Iy furnsſhed unto all Good works ;- and”; 
able, ( as he ſpeaks-a little high) Eh 
Codiou £45 oongiaty, .to Make 15 wiſe witiſt þ 
Safuation, There, are indeed mary: 
Excellent Inftruftions given us in oh. 
ther Books ; bur they giving us Dif..: 
reftions, only rowards the Arttainmat #4 
ofthe Advantages, Conveniences, atds- 
Ornamenits of Life; the Ignorance}. 
them, only makes us miſs thoſe Parti 
cular Ends,” Wheteto they give Ad 
ee” dreſles, 
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- Sheſſes, or VWhereof chey facilitate our 
K# foes 3 but the Knowledge, whoſe 
184 iſt, or Negle&, imports Endleſs 
ing FS Torments , we need feck only 
: (fuſe Scriprure # a Chriſtiancoun- 
roeftand che Duty ' of his Faira and 
- Wie, needing ro underſtand no other 
:  Þook than the Bible 3; though indeed to 
-- Wnderſiand the Bible well , "tis Ordina- 
Re ihr uifite, rhar a pretty Number of 
,$ixr Books be underſtood, Chriſti- 
Bs chen have reaſon to Study moſt 


 SaBook, which Underſiood, all o- 
 Wicts arc Needleſs to Salvation , and 
Which Ignor'd', rhey arc Inſufficient. 
[Saint Peters Viſion had been a Rea- 43; re. 
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{$4 be would ſcarce, hupgry as he was, 11,12.r3. 
" Wave rang'd abroad ro hunt jp this De-= 
$7 or that Forreſttor Game, when he 
1 $daVeſſcl lerdown to him fromHea- 
af containing in irs ſelf all manner of 
.Far-foored Beaſts , and other Objefts 
"Wl Appetite,atrended with a Comman- 
"Slog Invitation from Heaven , Riſe, 
_ trer, Kill, ard Eat. So when God 
"Fends us from Heaven in one Volume, 
Ahn, at leaſt Virtual, Colleion of all 
Foe Divine Truths and Holy Pre- 
-: $epts, others ſcatteringly and ſparingly 
{$2 our of Human Books 3 the 
Chriſtian 


es, 
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many of our Moraliſts wrire” as if the 


Conſiderations touching the Style" 
Chriſtians cannot bur prize a Book Wit 
Comprehenſive , which by taking $00 
ſafe for him to ignore others , by (WK 
mwerited an Aztozomaſia, wears the Tilt 
ele of The Book, ( for ſo the Bil 
ſignifies in Greek, as the Hebrews a 
it Mikra, which by Excellence figni 
fies what's ta be Read. ) 
There are Preceprs enough of Virmnt 
and Motives enough to Conformy 
them, held forth in the Bible , if the 
Contenrs of that Divine Book wer 
Believ'd and Confider'd as they onlt 
cobe. 'Tisa Miſtake to think , that; 
large Syſtem of Ethicks , difleted#s 
cording to the nice Preſct iptions 
Logick. and MethodicalVy repleniſſit 
with Defificions, Divifions, Diftin@- 
ons, and Syllogiſms , is Requilite 
Sufficient ro make men Virruous. To 


thought Virtue could be ' raught # 
caſily, and much inthe ſame Wy 
as Grammar : and leaving our Rat 
onal Motives to Vittue, ' and Dett: 
ments from Vice, . with other thing 
that have a Genuine Influence on 
Mimds-and Manners of men , .they fall 
ro wrangle abour the Titles and Pre 
ccdencies of the Parts of Erhical f 

lofophyy 
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ok Wophy , and things extrinſecal e- 
ting Wovgh to Vice and Virtue z they-ſpend 
by Wore crime in afferting their Mcrhod, 
ie Titan che Prerogarives of Vurtue above 
BiblWice 5 rhey ſecm more ſollicirous how 
ys als order their Chaprers than their 
fonSfeaders ations; and are more Indu- 
fious 'to impreſs their Do@rine on 
rtte our Memories, than our Aﬀections,and 
m nſeach us berter ro diſpure Of our Paſh- 
f thilons than Victh them. Whereas, as 
«(ſie Condition of a Monarch, who is 
nirfpoſſeſs'd bur of one Kingdome or Pro- 
nat zF vince, 15 pretcrrable to thar of a Geo- 
dampher, chough he be able to Diſ- 
6 df courſe Theorically of the Dimenſtons, 
"t3Stuation, and Motion, or Stability of 
nd the whole Terreſtrial Globe z ro carve 
e ( itinto Zones, Climates, and Parallels, 
To w'cenumerate the various Names and 
hol ErymOtogies of its various Regions, 
Lv 1 -- an Accompr of the Extent, 
9; the Confines, the Figure, the Diviſi- 
ar ons, 8c, of all the Dominions and 
tr] Provinces of it : ſo the Actual Poſſeſſi- 
"gf on of one Virtue, is preferrable to the 
ir bare ſpeculative Knowledge of them 
all all, Their Maſter 4r:#otle hath here- 
re} in beggmore plain and leſs Pedantick ; 
: who Cby the favour of his Interpre- 
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ters) hath not been Nice in the Mg m 
thod of his Erhicks. And indeed, bullied 

little Theory is effcntially requiſite-wth 

the being Virtuous , provided it bi 
_ duely underiiood, and cordially pur ule 
practice : Reaſon and Diſcretion ſubllki 
ficing, analogically ro cxtend and api 
ply it ro the articular Occurrences diſs 1 
Life 5 ( which otherwiſe being ſo neafhar 
Infinite, as to be Indcfinitc, are notfqfi 
eatily ſpecifiable in Rulcs : ) , az tefli{ 
View of the Single Pole-ftarr dircthBfts 
the hecedftul Pilor, in almoſt all chem 
Various Courlcs of Navigation. Andſluc 
che Syſtems of Moraliſts may ( inthe 
particular ) not unfitly be comparduily 
Heaven, where there are Luminaris lm 
and Stars. obyious. to all Eyes, tha la 
diffuſe Beams ſufficicnt ro Light us. ne 
moſt wayes 3 And as I that wuh Mo- ftgt 
dern Aſtronomers , by an Excellent fie 
Telefcope , have beheld perhaps neat ſlur 
a hundred Stars in the Pleiades, where fd} 
common Eyes ſee bur ſix ; and hawtu 
often diſcern'd. in the | Milky-way, 
and other pale parts of the Firmament, Ju 
Numberleſs little Stars generally un; fk 
ſeen , 1 reccive yer from ' Heay'n nos! 
more Light uſcful ro Travel tyw, that fm: 
other Men enjoy : ſo there areCertain pn 
; Grand 2 
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© Maleand Principles and Maxims in the 


d, byfucks, which both aregenerallyCon- 


(te-wſheuous , and generally afford men 
It dluch Light and much Dirc&ion 3 bur 
PUt lhe Numerous little Notions , (admit 
a ſubhem Truchs ) ſuggeſted by Scholar- 
d appro Echical Wrucrs, and by them 
cs die us , though the Speculation be nor 
) neatfupleaſant , afford us very little pecy- 
orlgfiur Light ro guide our Actions by. 
| iefliWhen I. remember thoſe Antient 
rcthRierces , char have ennobled Secular, 
| thelnd are ennobled by Sacred Story ; 
AnBlad whoſe Examples ſuggeſted the 
1G Ffrecepts of Virtue , before there. were 
dwfluy Written ones to conform to ; I 
as Im cempred to ſay , that Virtne was 
that Farce ever berter practiſ'd, than whillc 
$10 Eimen had nor yer talk'd of rhe Detini- 
Mor Fton of ic : ( as many an Alchymiſk 
len legs with rare Notions of the Na- 
a Jug of Gold , which fills the Coffers 
Kr Ia Merchants that never ſaw Mine nor 
axe Furnace, ) The Grand Preceprs.. of 
ay, IMorality are fruirfull Seeds , which in-- 
n Jſtrioully Culrivared, will bring forth 
une Bfrwves Gill affording other Seas. And 


9 forche Motives to. Pious ; and Diſ-- 


an SnaGons from ſinfullPractices, though 
10 Wnt of the Many. voluminous Books af 
nd "rp L Mor ality, 
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Canſeeeritions touching the SIM 


Morality, there ' may be divers. 
leRed;” not extant in the Bible ;.y 
may a dextrous Reader find in th 
Heav'nly Book,many more Invitatin 
to Virtue, and Determenrs from Vie 
than moſt men are aware of ; and fon 
of them of an Importance that rende 
One of them as much more conſider 
ble thanmany Orcinary ones , as On 
fair Pear! out of a Jewellers $ 
our-values aſcoreof thoſe little Pea! 
that Druggoiſts ſell by the Ounce ; 
doth comprize many Inferior Induc 
ments, ( which VViſe men jndge x 
of by Tale but Value ) as a Piece d 
twenry Shillings. ' And though H 
man Authors do often in their Fare 
tical Treatiſes allow themſelves tw 
laviſh in Ornaments, to expariareini 
Amplifications, and to drein Con ing 
mon-places ; yet whilſt chey wanhe 
intiniate Admiſſion , all theſe arelfihe 
ofren unable to reform, I ſay northilf xg 
tharRead them , bur ev'n thoſe thiſxe 
Write them : whereas the Experienſ nc 
and 
Ar 
ehc 
ble 
dif 


= O©OF8S ER, Or T< IE Ps =Z2cR ©... 7 


of the Primitive aud Heroical Apes 
the Church, does gloriouſly mani 
that 'the Inducements and Diſlwalw 
held forth in the Bible , chough del 
eute of choſe Embelliſhments and & 

wry  vantagy 
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S 0olf antages, where they are Conſcionably 
- 5: MIaterrain'd, and Seriouſly ponder'd, 
n the} xe ſufficient to raiſe Virtue to a Pitch, 
ation philoſophy durſt ſcarcely aim art. 
 VieYNor indeed is the number Great, of 
onjercinent and Rational Incitements, or 
ena Determents , relating to Virtuc 3 and 
idea Diſcourſes that have Them for 
5 Un Theme , how farr ſoever the Bowes 
may. extend , yet generally the Knot 
PealY hes in a lirtle Compaſs : and the 
e ; Analyſer that ſhall crack many of thoſe 
wee Compoſares, having ſever'd the Shels, 
c 0 ſhall find their Kirnels to be much 
' WBzlike, VVhat this Writer compares to 
1 WW one ching , that Writer likens to ano- 
ny ther : thoſe Ungratefull Perſons to 
WWF God, that one reſembles ro Swine , 
cnF whocat the Acorns without ever look- 
-00F ing up to the Tree they fall from, ano- 
nFther compares to Cartel that drink of 
SUE theStreams, without conſidering what 
Fountain they low from. Theſe bur 
WE rreſent us ſeveral Dreffes: of Virtue 
nnd Vice 3 where though the Novelty 
and Varicty of Habit , ſcrve to engage 
mY Attention in all, and want not Influ- 
uthce (ar leaſt) upon Eafie and flexi- 
"ble Natures, -yet in Confiderate and. 
dicerning Perſons, 2p not _ 
P - 
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the Notion under which the Qualitis 
themſelves are entcrtain'd. Nor wall 
ſuch be apr to quarrel with the Au- 
thor 'of the Scripture ; becauſe the 
Motives and Diflwatives extant there, 
are many of them Old and Known , or 
frequently Repeated 3 zthe efficacy. 
them being fo roo. Were ir not 
ſtrange, a Phyſician ſhould decline cx- 
hibicng of Mithridare, becauſe *twas 
Known Medicine , and famous for us 
Cures many Ages fince 2 Doth Bread 
leſs Nouriſh us, or is it Iſs U{'d, be- 
cauſe *rtwas(as men ſuppoſe)contempe- 
rary to Adam , andthe moſt Common 
fcod of all Nations in all Ages 2 and 
( as to the Repetition of the ſame Al. 
legations and Inducements, as often s 
Men's Condition return'd to need 
chem ) the Paucity of ponderous Con- 
fidcrations in the Ethicks, often ne- 
ccfſitating eirher ( Diſguiz'd perhaps, 
yet ) Reperitions of the ſame , or the 
ſubſtitution of thoſe rhat muſt be much 
Inferior to be New 3 ſuch Pcrfonsss 
hctle admire: that reiterated Employ- 
ment of the ſameTrurhs, as they would 
to ſee a' Souldicr uſe a Sword,: though 
he and Legions many Ages before him, 
have conſtantly made moſt uſe of that 

h Weapon; 
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Weapon 3 or a General encourage 


his Engaging Souldiers by repreſen- 
ting to them Honour , Duty , Spoil, 
Neceffity, and thoſe other. known 
Topicks ul'd by himſelf at the Head 
of bis Army, as often as he had occa- 
fon ro lead it on to fight. To all this 
[am invited by this occaſion to ſub- 
joyn, that upn the ſcore of Gods be- 
ing both an Omnitcicnt Spirit and the 
ſapreme Law-giver to the ' whole 
Creation, the ſame Truths, Counſels, 


Exhortations, Diſlwaſions, &c. Often- 


imes Have,8& AJwayes Ought to have, 
another-ghels Efficacy, and Prevalence 
(na Chritian Reader , when he finds 
them in the Scripture, than if he ſhonld 
meet with the ſame in the Books of 
Heachen Moraliſts, though Learned 
and Eloquent, And certainly , rhoſe 
that with ſuch  Reverence read the 
Writings of thoſe great Wirs of An- 
tiquiry, that have made the grearcſt 
Diſcoveries of Truth, becauſe they be- 
leve them, to have been endowed with 
rery Illuminated IntelleQtuals , ought 
to pay them and a Book publiſhed by 
an Omniſcient Enditer , a Reverence 


ſomewhar proportionate to the N{(- 


parity of chew Authors. Since Men (as 
np Ly . amy 


= 


Eliha (ſpeaks in Fob ). are but of yefter- 
day , and know little or nothing ; A 
wary Perſon reads the VVifeſt Ay- 
thors, with a RefleQion , that they 
may Deceive him by being themſclyes 
deceiv'd 3 and undergoes a Double la- 
bour , the one in Inveſtigating the 
Meaning, and the other in Examuning 
the Truth of what they deliver : bur in 
the Bible, we are cal['d of the latter of 
theſe Troubles; for if we find the Senſe 
of a Text of Scripture , we cannci 
miſs a Truth 3. being never deceiy'd 
by that Book , but when we deccine 
our ſelves by preſuming we under: 
ſtand it,, when indecd we do not. | 
am otherwiſe affe&ed to find the Va- 
nity - of the World proclam'd and 
depretiated by him , that .enjoy'd all 
the Delights and Glories of it, than 
- when I meet with the ſame Truth from 
ſome Beggerly Cynick, that never was 
| admitted to taſt thoſe luſcious and 
bewitching Pleaſures, and needs-n0 
great Philoſophy to dcfpile a World, 
he judges: of by the ſcant ſhare the 
Narrowneſs of his Condition allows 
him of the Joyes of it: and of which 
( conſequently. ) his - Criminarions 
ſhould as little move, as a ———_— 
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of a 6 ron 5 _— though he 
' (perchance ) Truly ſtyle ugly, yer 
We of a Gas w_ Exh, 
that ſhould chink her fo , barely upon 
the: Teſtimony of ſo incompetent a 
Witneſs. Thus when God himſelf 
is pleal'd to reveal what is Vice or 
Virtne, Sublime or Defpicable, Truth 
o Falſhood , Happineſs or Miſery , 
| have an other-gueſs Acquieſcence 
in his Deciſions, than in the ſame mer 
within an human Author, who having 
neceſſarily Frailties. and Paſſions, 1s 
borh obnoxious to Miſtake , and capa- 
blero Deceive. And therefore, 'tis no 
wonder that the flighting of God's 
Difates , ſhould receive an Aggrava- 
tion upon the ſcore of their being His 3 
35:0ur Saviour gave the Precedency of 
the Nrzruites converted by Fozah, to 
them thar repented nor ar. his Preach- 
ing, becaufe he was 4 greater than Jo- Mar. n:. 
mh. And therefore, though I have for- 
merly becn no very negligent Peruſcr 
«> Books of Morality 3 yet knowing 
that they have a Power bur to Per- 
lwade , not to Command , and that 
the Penalties of Sin or Death are nor 
inſeparably annext to the Diſobedi- 
exce of their Preſcriptions, I confeſs ; 
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* Conſiderations tawching the Style 
T often find my ſelf but faintly wtoughlliio 


on by them. For I muſt acknowledge ſea 


that-frequently aſſuming the Liberyſſſou 
of queſtioning the Reaſonableneſs dſnor 
what Human Writers , ( whethefor 
Philoſophers or Fathers ) are. pleas{ſſjad 
to impoſe upon us ; I find thofe ſpe wh 
cious and boaſted Allegations, tlfthe 
Apothegms of the Sages , the PlacyſJis 
of the Philoſophers , the Examples df yu 
Eminent Perſons , the pretty Simile, | La 
quaint Allegories , and quick Scnter-fſhec 
ces of fine Wits, I find all tht 
Topicks I ſay , ſuch wwo-cdg'd Wer | wit 
pons, that they are as well applicabl}ſthe 
to the ſervice of Falſhood ,* as. | all 
Truth , and may by ready VWirs ff out 
brought Equally to countenance Con-Þ| dr 
trary Afﬀlertions. And really , md rio 
Moraliſt$', except in thoſe few Durics ſſtha 
that Nature her {clf hath forc-taugh an 
us, to a man whoſe reſtleſs Curiotn | o 
leads. his. Enquiries to all Timcs. and Cr 
Nations ; will appear little othcr tha] ing 
Fencers with VVir. ,( 1 mean thoſe firi 
that have any ) for cach of theſePo-J] isc 
pular Topicks , is ſuchan Unſolid ol ind 
znccrtain Foundarion , that one mar} ma 
can Build little on ir, that an cqualh 
able Antagoniſt may. not with as ſpe 
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beryiſound our Corruptions Sophiſters c- 
s dfnough to clude any ſuch thing that 
cthrſprefl d That as a Duty , which They 
eas(Fhad no mind we thould perform. Bur 
{pe-ſwhen I- find any thing enjoyn'd in 
 theſthe Scriprure , my Conſciouſneſs to 


Wughſſcious Probability Over-throw : and 1 
dae Bear, moſt of us have but too often 


actsis being impoſ d. by that Father of Hi. 12. 9 


s oF iris , (who has both Right to ena 
es, Laws , which muſt be therefore Juſt , 
ter-F becauſe he cnacts them 5 and Power 
0 puniſh the Tranſgrefſion of them , 
-E with no Icfs than Ercrnal Death x ) I 
then leave Roving , and ſee where to 
alt Anchor ; I think it my part with- 
our Diſputing them to Obey his Or- 
01- I ders,” and acquicſce more in that impe- 
rious &/1G- py, Thus ſatth the Lord, 
thar-in a whole Dialogue of Plato, or 
an Epiſtle of Sexeca, I rhercfore love 
1 biitld my Ethicks, ( as well as my 
Creed ) upon the Rock , and eficem- 
ng nothing bur the true , proper , and 
ir ſenſe of the Scripture, (and what 
of is convincingly deduciblefrom it) to be 
a indiſpenſably Obligatory, either as ( in 
matters of meer Revelation ) to Faith 
or Practice 3 it isno wonder ,, # | ſtudy 
God's VV1ll moſt'in chat Book, —_— 
We. alone 


"onfiderations towching the Style N= 
atone I think icReveaPd ; and , mit 
finding in my ſelf noMotive more juſtin! 
prevalent to Obedience, than his Righh 
£0 exadt it that requires it ; few menanÞ# 
more ready than I, in diftinguiſhinſi® 
what indeed God fayes,from whatMaſj® 
would make him ſay. And if I alloyþ&t 
my ſelf ſuch liberty ro diſcern the Teaſſhlh 
from the Glofs, in rhe Writings offi 
our Vulgar Interpreters , ( of moſkoÞt 
whoſe Comments , for rcaſons proſsÞ% 
cured in another Paper, I am no greaſſ®9 
Idolater ) and ev'n of the Fathers ofÞ T 
the Church $ I hope I ſhall nor ned 
to tell, Theophilus', that in all othe 
Moraliſts I like the freedome to LikÞ4' 
or Diſapprove, as upon Examinartion, | © 
my impartialleſt Reaſon relliſhes theyÞ« 
or thar I frequently fear , their HeÞ*: 
rangues will hardly paſs for Demo" 
ſirations, with thoſe Wary Teſter, 
that like not to be Cheated, ſo muchs ll 
into Virtue, but chuſe to a as Ratio 
nal or Chriſtians, as well inrelationwÞ* 
the Inducements, as to the Nature oÞ't 
what they do. Ki 
- — Amongſt th! 
thirteen Articles of the Jewiſh Creed Þ* 
one acknowledges the very Expreſi-f*: 
ons.of the Law, (or — 
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trukſve been inſpir'd by God. Thar 27 
- uſi{fljing of rhe Rabbins 15 not alrogether 
Rig Hyperbolical, as a pertunfory Rea- 
ena would imagine , Thar upon cach 
iſhinfatle of the Law , whole Mountains 
tMall of Doctrine ) hang. 1 ſhall nor 
alloghention as any prot of chis,the firange 
 Texfſhyſteries rhey fancy in the ſtrange 
gs gffſccenting of the Ten Commandments 
oft Þ the Original , ſince rheir ſobcrer 
roſe.Potors have in free Diſcourſe con- 
wtsdo me, that 'tis a5 much a Riddle 
rs oÞ Them as Us. Nor thall I inſiſt 
nee{pon the Jews reducing , the whole 
\theflaw to 6 1 3, Precepts, Affirmative 
Lik$d Negative, according to the Num- 
ion © of rhe Lerters of the Decalogue , 
xn; (cby infinuating , rhatall the Laws 
Heſpatregulate Mans Duty are Virtually 
100-$f ReduQtively compriz'd there. Al- 
es, tough this Rabbinical Norion, ( notto 
hafflli Whimſcy, ) be in ſuch Requeſt 
tic-$nonz them , and ſo Known to thoſe 
nwſſtatare any thing converſant in Jewiſh 
> oÞuthors , that I have ſometimes ſuſ- 
xed that the Concett entertain'd by - 
theſomany Chriſtian Divines , that All 
ed, Precepts thar relate to any part: of 
{whole Duty of man, . are but juſt 
\ tofanſequences deducible from the De- 
wel: calogue, 


139 8 Conſiderations tonthing the St 
| calogue , had irs Riſe thence. Bur 2 
ſhall not, as Ifaid, ground my Ole 
nion of the Pregnant inftruRivench(r 1 
the Scripture, upon ſuch Queſtionatiace 
not to ſay altogether Prooflcſs , Caiftes 
ceits, That which may better prkinn 
{wade a conſidering Man , is, that Wthe 
fides thoſe more Reſplendent and aifþany 
vious Truths , wherewith the Scripmiſc 
does evidently abound, There are 
Inftrutions exhibired , many Truthify t 
aflerted , many Errors confurcd, anffich 
many Myſteries hinted in the very Exfſhe] 
preflions of holy Writ , to an Inquiflifc 
tive and concern'd Peruſer, whit) 
Heedleſs vulgar Reader is not woyhu 
to take Notice of, God , who inthilly : 
P;z!, 104, Scripture 15 ſaid, to cover himſelf. mi 
3. Leght as with a Garmext , juſtifies thaifhs 
Expreſſion in the Scripture , wheniſſh 
( as the firſk Words thar he is recordelfh 
| to have ever ſpoken were MR 1M Yeſhrel 
Ger. 1.3. hi-Or , Let there be Light ) the veyſult! 
Words and Phraſes, that cloarh th} 
ſenſe, are not alone Emphatical , buſhul 
Rom. 15. Oftentimes Myſterious, The Apoſtli 
4. aſſures us,vbatſoever things weve writtaſ | 
ev'n in the Old Teſtament, were writtak. 
for our Learning : But yet beſides thc 
many particular Sentences of rhe BibleRe 
i . ray - 


WE - of the MH. Scriptures: 

rfter are not Peſtiture of InſtruQions , 
y Offlere are ſome fo Pregnant with them, 
neliftur we may calſily find this Diffe- 
nabWace betwixt Them and Human VWri- 

os, Thar thoſe firſt mention'd con- 

r fkumore Matter than Words, and the 
at WÞther more Words thanMarter; Nay, 
1d otany of the very Flowers of Rheto- 
1prftick growing there , have ( like the 
maYary-gold thar in hotCountries points 
[ruſe che Sunn ) a Virtue of hinting the 
» anfefulleſt and the ſublimeſt Truths : 
Y Eric Bible being in this like the Tree of 
quiTife; ( flouriſhing in the New Jeruſa- 
1d=)which not only afforded ſeaſonable 
woghur, bur of which the very Leaves were rev, 22, 
nthifie the healing of the Nations, AS for >- 
- "hoſe, who have in this and the laſt Age 
 tlaffmade bold ro depreciate the Old Te- 
nenſiament, by pretending, that to Chri- 
rdeftans , che New is ſuſticient 3 Iam at 
 Yeſhreſent apt ro think, that the Doctrine 
venſſtthe Goſpel, rogether with the Lighr 
1th Nature, ( which it Excludes not) but 

uather Suppoſes,contains all choſe Du- 
olifies which are abſolutely Neccflary to 
ttc qerioran's by all Chriſtians, in order 
tay Salvation, And that conſequently, 
holany | Divines both Carholicks and 
ibeReformed , do inconfiderately enough 
cha... | preſs 


Conſiderations touchrig the $1 hk 
preſs. many things enacted in the ole 
Teſtament, as Laws properly ſo cali 
which are nor now upon the Score 
their being There enated; Obligatog® 
ro Us Chriſtians, nor perhaps euſſ® 
were to any bur rf) orig and ſont 
kind of Jewiſh Proſelytes. Bur Ja 
think withall, thatchough it be hardy 
ſhew har any thing is aNeceflaryDay o& 
ro Chriſtians, in the ſenſe above de} Ne 
clar'd ,if it cannot be ſhewn tobe{ Shy 
cithcr by the New Teſtament , orti be 
Light of Nature : Yet not only ther 8 
are many Particulars relating to ſud 
Duties , of which che Old Teſtamen® 
may. excellently aſſiſt us ro give ou 
ſelvcs a more Diſtin& and ExplicitI-gf® 
ſtrugion , than 15 caſic to be'colle&td th 
from the New 3: but of the Myſteris La 
of our Religion , there are many thing? 
deliver'd more Expreſly or more Fulſf ® 
ly in ſome Paſſages of the Old Teſt W 
ment, than in any of the Goſpel, a1 ® 
could eaſily evidence , it I rhoughtif 0 
requiſite. So that the uſe of it is wnÞ] 
Great, as to the Credenda in o_ | 
* thohghnot perhaps abſohnelyNeceſls| 
ry-as tro the Agenda, But I confidely PO 
further , that both the Matters and th 
Expreſſions made uſe of in the OW 

| Teſtameny 


gs egos, xg, 
© (Offfeſtament, are ſo very frequently and | 
caltigmoſt upon all Occaſions related toin 
"re ihe New, (as if the VVildome of God 
zatcyſuere like Rivers-and Seas that affet | 
- evllto flow in the ſame Chanels them- 
ſonſclves had made before ) that there is 
ur Blarce a Page of the Latter, to the ber- 
ardJier Underſtanding of which the Study 
Dinfof the Former is nor either abſolurely 
co Neceſſary , or ar leaſt highly Ufſetfull. 
beſo Should God be pleas'd ro Inftrutusas 701 4. 
xt the te didForras,by the Shadow of aWeed, *- 
thre} twere our Duty to acquieſce ?5 how 
ſug much more then , when he vouchſafes 
ment ſpeak ro us in almoſt as Glorious a 
 orf Manner as he did to 2ofes ; ina Scrip- 
1. are that hath fuch.Reſemblances ro 
0 he SanGuary , which contain'd rhe 
ers} Law of God , exhibited the Mercy- 
rin} fears -(-che Type of Chriſt) and where- 
Fu-ſ inthe rewo Golden Cherubims, like the ,,_, _. 
4. wo Pretious and Harmonious Teſta- :5,r;,18, 
a5 1] ments, look'd towards one another, and 1920.21, 
he if doch towards thar Mercy-ſcat, that Ty- *** 
"or iy the zfias > Ve ſhould rhere- 
ni} fore; not only with Acquielſcence, - but | 
yi Graticude, look upon God's having Ap- 
5derf pointed the Scripture to be the -Ly 
41s which his Spiric. cegularly Shines 
{ pon his ; fince the Luminary 
«1 'is 


Ent 
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is as well Refulgent , as the Choice ffi 
ir, His, whoſe Bleſling can Profper a 5 
Means of Grace, as without his Blel-ef! 
{ing no Means of Grace can Profper.. fſken 
And, Theophilus ;.1ince among tholsſ|mul 
that are ſo farr miſtaken, asto polipdleſſnſh 
the ſtudy of the Bible ro that of ſoneſſter 
applauded Books of Morality andiDe-fitt 
votion , there are not wanting diverſe! 
Perſons otherwife- eminently Religi ſderl 
ous ; I hope you will cafily excuſe me, ſho! 
it for fear their Example thould proj finat 
a Tempration to you , and add to the ſGoc 
D:ſconuragements. you muſt expet fbur 
from rhe Darkneſs of ſome Texts, 
and the: Oppofition that will be given 
you , Eſpecially at farſt , .by the granlſſng 
Enemy to the Aurhorx and Deſignalſſſe 
the Scripture ; I venture to ſuperadifjar. 
to all thatI have.ſaid already: concen ſhe 
ing theſe Mens PraQice , Thar'tisnaſ{the 
onely a Commendable , bur a mud 
more Improving Cuſtome than 'cis bype 
many thonght ,: to. Read daily and or Fir 
derly ſome ſer-Portion or Chapters dude 
the Bible : and; nor ro deſiſt fron rhtÞſsor 
Praftice, though:( as Nadndn: dippeiſſm 
himſelf fix times in Fordaz, without bene 
ing Cur'd ) we ſhould not perceiveagul 
ſudden and ſenſible. Benefir- accruingſult 


{| 
jt! its 


2 Kings 5, 
14. 


& fffiom ic. 'For in Diſcaſcs ( Bodily or 
ano ee rear the Mouth be out 
FdfTaſt, and cannor Relliſh whar is 5a- 
m. kn\ in, yet wholeſome Aliments 
holefſmuſt be eaten, and do effectively Nou- 
poejuſh and ſtrengthen , though they be 
omefſien Lodi pid, d— Bitter ) to the 
De-ffditemper'd Palate, We muſt with : 
'vers Eonach Read divers Texts we Un- AR.8. zo, 
lig-Firſtand not when we read then ; and 3** 
me, flhough at firſt we be not able ro pene+ 
owe late the: ſenſes of ſome Portions, of 
the iGod's VWord,- we muſt at leaſt make 
pet} lor Faculties as Hoſpitable to it as we 
xts, lan ; and make our Mcmories Admit 
wen land Embrace it. , till our Underſtan- 
andſings be grown up to do the like :: it 
1 of Þe nening the Dilciples of our Savi- 
adl ſor, hercin to imitate His Holy Mo- 
em-ſſer:3 of whom 'ris written, that They 
no{the Bleſſed Virgin and her Husband ) 
uchSudriZood 70t ” Sayengs which hee 
$ byBpdke 47:to them, but His Mo- Luke xt, 
nlp all theſe Sayings in ber Heart 3, {7 5's, 
Ito think 1t may very well be , that x. 
wypoor Saviour {aid to Peter, what 1 do , —_ 3. 
8 knowelt mot now, but thou ſhalt 7 
wy hereafter : 3 loby the Welcome he 
poſes you to give: his Word into 
ing "— he gun to you, _ Z 
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ſay thou knoweit net now , . but thou ſhall, 
k.ow bereafter : and the Apoſtles Molf g 
Heb, 13. tive to Hoſpitaliry , Be zot forgetful... 
Bo entertain Strangers, for thereby ſome haul, 
entertained eAngels unawares, will with 
out being over-ſtrerch'd , rake in thif 
Texts of .Scripture we are unacquaug 
red with : for we may callily inthemyl.... 
cn 3. © Entertain with Abraham and Lot, pref... 
and Ge, ter Gueſts than we were aware of : and... 
19. who when their true Condition apfl,.. 
pears, may recompence our Entey,..; 
rainment of them , by ſhowring Bl 
ſings an us, and fcving us from 
Company and Dcſtiny of the VVickalff 
And furc , if the Pagans lay'd up willf, 
awcfull Reverence, - thoſe Dark an; 
Squinting Oracles, 'thar came ( at lallfey, 
many of - them ) from the Prince |, 
Darkneſs , and Father of Lies ; 
ſhould bluſh ro refuſe Artentive Paſſ,,. 
uſals., and Lodging in our Memoria, 
4tis 7.3% to thoſe Niue Zarre, thofe Lively Or 
a 1 cles, thoſe Avyix T5 ©ts, Oracle 
Goda, who is the Father of Lights , 
' an Eflential Truth That carmmot 
_ And the moſt znigmatical Texts Why 
meet with, 'which ſeem meant pi, 


pofcly ro Poſe us , we may make Wh 
full Admonitors of our Weaknelllihy:: 


| v2 apo 
#&# +0 
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Pa frake for welcome Opportunities , 
; g.evince how great a Reverence we 
p $: God's Word , - upon the ſingle 

"Score of its being ſo. Nor let thoſe 
WiiSifturbances , with which the Devill 
n UEome fails ro obſtruct or diſcourage 
ag firſt Progreſs in a Study ſo rut- 
ng. 'to his malicious Ends upon us , 
Ser us-3 for theſe are commonly 

* USitthe Throws and ſtruglings of _ 

| Pew formed iz 6 *; or cl[c like thoſe 
oy orid Fits and Out-cryes which pre- 

Fded the EjeRion of that Unclean - 

yr hire mention'd in the firſt of 3fark : ar, x; 


xh Parting Ceremonies being nor **: 


"Inual co the diſlodging Devil; who 
"ten he finds himſelf upon the Point 
J# being expell'd , Hath Great Wrath , Rev, x3. 
* Jraeſe be knowerh , he bath but a ſhort ** 
> "Pie, 47d thoagh the God of Peace how Rom. 16, 
het he will bruiſe Satan wider Your feet **: 
"mil : ſhould for a while Try us 
Then with Deſertions in the ſtudy of 
' criptrire ; ler us not for all char 
ſtr (0 Improvinga Study, bur teſo- 
. Pty perſevere in the conltanr and 
5 iktull uſe of the Means of Grace : 
F'Sihe Moon when ſhe ſuffers an E- 
Bd, forſakes nother Orb or Motion, 
ot -by. comiouing het unretarded 
— M2 Courle, 
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Courſe , regaihs the Irraditions ſhe 
was depriv'd of: Ve find the Ward 
of God compar'd xo ſecd, (that deatl- 
att. x3, lefs Seed by which Saint Peter fait 
x 9,29,Qc. WE. are born agar ) and That, we 
2 knowmay ſcem fora long time as wel 

; Dead as Buri'd in the ground, andye 
afrerwards ſpring and grow up intoa 
plencifult- Harvecft.: Nor muſt our 
Proficiency any more diſpenſe with uz 
from the + being converſant with the 
Scripture., . than our Frailties -: / pil 

P/al. xx9. ever (ſaith the-Pſalmiſt ) forget th 
93s, Precepts, forwith them thou baſt quick 
me. And indeed, the Word of Go 

is not to be uſ'd like ative Phylid, 

taken - Once that it may not be take 

Again 4 bur*ris compar'd to Food, 

x Per.2.:. which indced it is, of the Soul; n 

and cll- hich Senſe it may be literally enough 

Hat. 4.4, ſaid, that Han liveth not by bread alon, 
bat by:eLery word that proceedeth out! 
the Mouth of God... Now as our hi 
ving. fed never fo well and heartily 
exccllent and Nutritive meats Yeltef 
days, will not keep us from needing 
cat again To-day; | or .to-Morrow, 
and ſo Daily, as long as we continuel 

Jeb. 4. 19 thefe -ruinous C ottages of Clay; ſo.uf 

Spiritual refcions with Full, withol 
NEE $ repeard 
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$ ſhe Repeared meals the Soul willfearcely 

Vordſ thrive. Andas, generally, themore 

cath] Healthy and Luſty Men are, the fre- 

ſaith] quenter and ſtronger Appetites they 

wht have; ſo the beſt Chriſtians, and(wir- 

well nels Daved ) the greateſt Proficients 

dy} n Scripture-Knowledge , have the Tpoqy 
ntoaff keeneft Stomacks to this Food of Luxis 
off Souls 3 and the vigorouſeſt Piery , by 1 yen. 
h uw, 2 Defuetude and NegleR of it, 15 ſub- 4164#z/. 
| the] je&-'ro Faint and Pine away. Nor 

[ pilfſ have we juſt cauſe to repine at any En- 

t th] gagement ro Afſiduity in the Scrip- 

knelſ] res £ for there are not near ſo-many 

Gol things that will Require , as there are 

id, that will Deſerve and Recompence a 

aknf} ſerious Study, in a Book , where both 

od, ff the ſtri& Senſe, and the Circumftan- 

; nf} ces, and Expreſſions, thar cloath ir, are 

wif cichly InftruRive- : like that Aroma- 

oe, f tical Fruir, of which nor only the Ker- 

ff} net is a Nutmeg , bur the very invol- 

Is ving Skinne is Mace. This incxhau- 

y aff ſked Fulncſs,occaſton'd that Panegyrical 

ej: Precepr of the Rabbies concerning the 

oof Law 5 na 919 "IR 12. PAM ND MAN p;,p 110th; 
wil Turn it over, and again turn it over, cap, x. 
en for All is zz it : Concurrently to 

inf which the Jew that Tranſlates the 

MW Arabian Apophthegms into Hebrew , 

rec : M3 thus 
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-. thus pronounces 3 There proceedeth 3 
4 true Sentence. out of the Mouths of thi 
worlds wiſe-men, that 1s not 1ntimatedi 
our Lay. 

The Uſefulneſs of Divers Texts 
is ſuch, that we ſhould not one 
have them in our Pofleſſion, by 
in a Readineſs 5 and as David di 
ireſſ*d by his Mortal Enemies , toc 
Goliah's Sword from near the Ephod, 
to wear it whither ſocver he went; 
ſo Chriſtians proſecured by Gnoſth 
Enemies, ſhould be diligent; not onely 
to have anArmory well furniſhed with 

ſpiritual Weapons , bur to wear thi 
Epheſ. 6. Sword of the Spirit alwayes by "thei 
"7 fides, to Ward and Thruſt with wp 
on all Occaſions 3 without needing to 

depend upon any ſuch things as Con- 
cordances, which often cannor be come 

by, and oftner, not Soon enoughto 

keep us from being foyld by the Father 

or-the Champions of Lies. But now, 

to chgage us to grow ready Scriptu- 

riſts, it is not onely true , That as the 

Texts of the Bible interchange Light 

with one another , and every new De- 

gree of Sctipture-Knowledge , is not 

only an Acquiſt of ſomuch, bur an In- 
ſtrument to acquire more 3 ſo is on 
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Book a Theme fo Comprehenſive and 
ſo Fertile,thar the laſt hour of aChriſti- 
ars longeſt and induſtriouſeſt Life, will 
flill leave undifcover'd Myſteries in it : 
This, I ſay is nor only true, . bur it is al- 


onehſſ ſo true , That the Dodrines of-it are 
- buf of thar Importance, and find that Op- 


a di 


nr 


polition in our depraved Nature , that 
even thoſe Truths that require bur 
few Peruſals to be Underſtood, require 


;| many to be duly Imprcf{'d,. -Our pre- 


rouſly partial Mcmories , being 
nrely Iike Quick-filver , wherein no- 
thing will fink bur (that pretiouſeſt of 
Merals,) Gold : ( for that alone is 
heavier than Mercury.) The word of 


7} lata 


chrift, muſt nor be as a Paſlcnger , co. 3. 16. 


or ſparingly entertain'd in our Minds, 
but muſt Dwell there , and that Rrch- 
ly: and the Word , which Saint James 
pronounces , able to ſave our Souls , he 
deſcribes as a Graff , which muſt nor 
onely be cloſely ,embrac'd By thar , 


[4 


Jam. 1.2 


wherein it 15 to Fructifie, but muſt con- +» 


tinue There , to bring the Stock and 
Graff to ( if 1 may ſo ſpeak ) Concor- 
porate. And indeed, wearefo indiſ- 
{'d to Admit, and ſo obnoxious to 
face, Religious Impreſſions, that 


we need, during our whole Lite , be 


M 4. converſant 


converſant with the Preceprs of Leagſ.vi 


ding it piouſly,— Bur *ris ſcar':'H 
more Faulty in , than Incident to, thelflpoſ 
 froward Nature of Man, to be eveſ; 
Quarrelling with Gods Method dþ 
proſecuting his Intentions 35 and, (s 
if he were Wiſer than his Maker, ) to 
criminate his Condu& in his Difpen- 
ſations; Eyen that Excellent Perſon, 
the Gloriouſeſt of Virgins, and of Me- 
thers , whom all Ages muſt deſerved; 
ly call Bleffed, incurr'd her Divine 
Luk.1.48. Son's Reprehenſion , for an intimated flubl 
9, *3> offer to-alter his purpoſed Methodin 
= Diſcloſing himſelf, But God 1s too 
Juſt ro Himſelf, and roo Mercifull to 
Us,to Degrade(as it were) his OmntE- Ki 
Cience {0 -- as to ſuffer himſelf tobe þ 
{way'd againſt the Di&ates of ir, by 
fuch Purblind and perverſe Tutors as 
We ; his Goodneſs concerns him too 
much in our Inſtruction; to ſuffer hit 
to Jet our Phanſies epdite his Word ; 

. to attain -his own Ends, he makes 
choice of his own Mcans and Inftru- 
ments, Without needing our purblind 
Eyes in the EleGion, and what with 
unfathomable Wiſdome he hath been ſh 
pleal'd to contrive for Man's Inſtru&i- 
on , with a Gracious, though. _ / nc 

| Miſ- 


Leal{-underſtood Conſtancy he perfiſts 

arch He knows that many, who are 
tieSifpol'd ro cavill art the preſent Cons 
cverivance or Style of Scripture , would 
| de apr to rake Exceptions at any other: 
(#hhrſome thing or other it muſt neceſſa- 
) toBlybe 3 and the unimaginable Diver- 
en+ iy of Humors , Judgments, arid Pre- 
n, ſoſſeſſions is ſuch, that as Theſe now 
lo- $y,why Thus;and not So,orthers would 
&+ ſhcaſe of alteration be as ready to ask, 
ne BiVky ſo , and hot Thus. *Tis queſti- 
ed ble, whether the Ifſraclites were 
10 Freater Murmurers at Pharaoh in Egypt, 
0 th at XHeſes in the Deſert - and the 
to Fhildren complain'd of by their Com- 
l- d Mat. 
* 
y 
b 
0 
n 
D 


anions in the Marker place , have "= 6,17, 18, 
I9. 


ther Poſterity or 'Predeceſlors in a 
es 3 Which have ſtill been of the 
poſition of thoſe Jews, who impu- 
d the' More than Prophets Rigidneſs 
Virtue , 'to the great Enemy of that 
vely Quality 3; and the Greater than, 
mers Condeſcentions, to the Vices 
- {dclign'd them to deſtroy. But the 
| Great Phyſician of Mankind is too 
| Sompaſſionare and Wile, to let his 
 Sraced Patients preſcribe their own 
urſe of Phyſick 3 Or, to decline our 
ndand pecviſh Cavils, ſhuffle or diſ- 
Þ02 compole 
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Prieſts and Scribes themſelves, ) &$* 
clar'd that on thoſe Terms they woull*! 
believe on him.. And though, weadf® 
( but roo ) apr to fancy, that we ſhould"! 
be wonn ro our Duty , if it werſſ®* 
. taught or preſs'd in ſuch orfycha wa 
yet we may be pleas'd to rememba t 
that 'twas one in Hell , tha would! 
needs have. another means . than the?" 
Scripture , of having Sinners Preactidf”* 
to 3and one in Heaven, that, referriyf® 
them to the Scripture, declar'd ; Tha 
Like 16. men heard nat Moſes and the Trophet D 
ZI. neither would they be perſwaded , thaw 
one roſe from the Dead to preach to them, Þ 8 
If I addreſt what 1 write , not tolof® 
_ Intelligent a Perſon as Theophilus , buf® 
to Promiſcuous Readers, I ſhould adif® 
to what I have ſaid of the ſeveral Ex 


'ception: 


WR... .0 the H. Scriptures. | I45 Pr 'Y 
P, feptions againſt the Scripture, a Cor- 
1zl Advice to all , whoſe Parts and 
«lciſure give them not a juſt Hope of 
lowing able ſolidly ro vindicate it either 
whothemſelves or others, to Decline as 
much as diſcrectly they can , the Liſt- 
ve ing to Objcors or ObjeRions , of 
Syhatſort, or under what Diſguiſe ſo- 
Kr, againſt that Heav'nly Book 3 
1 &pectally , if propos'd.by plauſible and 
-Sninuating Wits. . For. i& not being 
Necefſary , ( nor indeed Poflible ) for 
ery Privare Chriſtian , ro know the 
ear Mpinions and Reaſons of all Diſlenters 
1\Woue the Scripture, . ( no more thaw 
it every Traveller to be a Geogra- 
» Wir 3 ) nor requiſite tothe Knowledge 
tithe VVay to Heav'n, to know all 
ouliitole ,. in which thcy that miſs it, 
Wander ; ( as to learn the way from 
Wrver to Lozdor, I necd not learn thoſe 
MR cad not thither : ) it is not Pru- 
ant to runn a very probable Hazard 
Si Diſquicting one's Faith , and a not 
»Mprobable one of Subverting it , only 
m, © gratific a ncedleſs Curioſity ; an 
ofallich , which we are delighted to have 
wikatch'd , but which is exaſperated b 
,djfeins ſo. And. frequently, thou 
ExFfour Deſign ſeem Innocent , ( as only 


ons ro 


Confiderations toaching the Styh 
to Hear without Believing, and plaifu 
your ſelf with fomething of Wit aſe 
Novelty'z ) yet theſe Converſarins. 
rarely enough prove Harmleſs ; aft 
(as too frequent and ſad Experiendſtun! 
proclames) generally either ' Abate 
Degree of your Faith, or Qualif 
ſome Ardor of your Love , or Lek 
your Reverence for that Marchld / 
Book , or put ſome ſtrange and difitat 
quiering Scruples into your Thought wil 
which *ris much cafier ro Confadji® 
than to Silence. Wherefore , as injire 
Infe&ious Times , when the: PhnJW! 
veigns, Phyſicians uſe more ſtriahym}Coi 
forbid the ſmaller Exceſſes and nod 1 
dinacies of Dyet;' and the uſe of Meyſct 
of ill Digeſtion; or apt to breed anfſ#li 
Diſtemper 3 becauſe every petty FaYbex 
ver, becomes through the Malignitd 7% 
the Air , aptto turn into the Plague Y* 
ſo now, that Antiſcripruriſm grow 
ſo rife,and ſpreads ſo faſt, I hope 'rwillf *: 
not appear Unſeaſonable ro advkj«& 
thoſe, that tender the Safety and Ser @ 
nity of their Faith , ro be more thaſſ @« 
ordinarily ſhy of being-roo Ventures 
of any Books, or Company, that ma 
derogate from their Veneration of 
Scripture 5 becauſe by the Predon 
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% wt « Scriptures; | 
plaifant and Contagious Profaneneſs of 
it athe Times, the leaſt Injurious Opini- 
arioies Harbor'd of ir, are prone to dege- 
- actare into Irreligion. Bur Ifcar, you'l 
riety hank I Preach, 

ate 

nal. - The erghth and lagi ObjeAton, 

Fi | + 
chic And now, — I am arriv'd at 
d diffitar part of. this Diſcourſe, wherein ic 
vheuil be fir co Examine that Grand Ob- 
nfa-{jeRion againſt the Nyle of che Scrip- 
as-Jure, which , chough a Philoſopher 
would not look upon it as the moſt 
yn Confiderable,is yermoſt urg'd by many 
od its Wirry Adverſaries; eſpecially 
fearfÞſuch as are wont to Exerciſe and Gra- 
| anf{ahe their Phanſie more than their 
FalReaſon. The ObjeQtion it (ell is this, 
ry off That the Scripture is ſo unadorn'd with 
ue © flowers of Xhetorick, and ſo deſtitute of | 
ol Haquence, that tt ts flat, and proves com- 
= noply 7neffic acrous upon Intelligent Rea» 
ders. Inſomuch, that divers great Wits 


{yi ; 
er ad great Perſons, eſpecially States-men, 


2 gee Deſpiſe it, or negle#t to ſtudy it 3 
yl & , the Story is famous 


nal that Cardinal, ( who flouriſh'd 10 the 
th kt Age ) thar ſaid, That once indeed | 
Kadread the Bible, burzf he were, 
as tO 


ui he 


* 
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to do ſoagain, 'twould loſe him al} liff® 
Latinity. And amongſt thoſe grey 
Orators, ( as they thought chemſclve 
who liv'd in the fame Age and Com 
try that he did , the Complaint waf** 
ordinary, That the Reading of the Bi 
ble untaught rhem the Puriry' of th 
Roman Language, and corrupted thei 
Cicerontan Style, And I remember 
no obſcure Pritice , (though he ſhal 
here be nameleſs, becauſe for other 
Qualitics I honour him ) in no obſare 
Company, diſputed with me one day, 
an Opinion abour the Style of thx 
Scripture, tro which the Cardinal 
Scorn: was a Complement, I wiſh 
theſe ſawcy Expreſhons were but Ont 
landiſh , and could not crofs thek 
Seas that Inviron Exgland 5 ( which 
not ſo happily fever'd from the Worlk 
Vices, as from irs Continent, ) Thi 
profane judging ſo boldly that Bock, 
Men mgmt by, being, if not4 
Native, yet ar {eaſt a free Denizori 
England ; For notonly *rwas one; that 
I am ſorry I can call ourCountrey-mat, 
who is recorded tohave ſolemnly pre 
ferr'd one of the Odes of Prndans 
before all the Pſalms of David; but 
could” cafily add divers reſembling] © 
j Inſtances, | 


| 
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11 pJoftances , rhar I have my ſelf been 
) pub!'d co mect with, were it not that 
8 ſomewhat doubt whether this kind 


he iprophane Sayings be notas well Fit- 


A i GRE 
4g : 
Z 


Ser as Vorthicr to be Forgorcen than 
emember'd , and to be Supprels'd 


Ire nan Divulg'd : For ( not to mention 
ey ſar the recording of {ſuch Enormities 


. puts an 111 Complement upon Man- 
_ a ) rhe. SatisfaQtion Gm Men's 
TY: _ receive by 4a tern 
4s LL Lcarce accompt for the Tempta- 
ry ton It = others, to imitate Sa 
th fibey find ſome have dar'd. For there 
ak fe ſome Sins , whoſe grand Deter- 
iq, (ment is a kind of Perſwaſton, rhat they 
nr. xe too Horrid to have. been com- 
of mitted : and ſome Wiſe Legiſtators 
| Fought it better againſt certain 
Crimes,to uſe the Silence of the Laws, 
than their Threats. I ſhall therefore, 
wichout any further Mention of ſcan- * 
dlous Particularities, take it for gran- 
ted, thar there have been, and are bur 
wo many Witty DiſreſpeRers of the 
&ipture, - But as for the Accuſarion 
&ſelf, . which they are alleg'd to coun- 
tekance, many Defences mightbe here 
made againſt it, if divers Conſiders- 


tions pertinent to char- purpoſe among 
War: orhers, 
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others, did not belong to ſome of rh 
cnfuing Parts of my Diſcourſe, when 
in'ris not the Style of the Scriprurſ 
\. batother Themes thar are principallſo#: 
and Diretly treated of, Yet that Yulle 
may be aſſiſted: to. referr hicher ſug 
Parts of the. following Diſcourſe, 
are Applicable to the marter undef. 
Confidcration, I ſhall here rake Notinſ 
to You, thatmy Anſwers ro the Objea«c 
ion above propos'd, may for the mdf yo 
part..be reduc'd to theſe five heads offi. 
Argument: | [ESA | I 
irſt, That as to divers parts of tf 43 
Scripture, it was not requiſite that thyſ|F®) 
ſhould be Adorn'd wich RhetorialÞy 
Embelliſhments. ou 
Next, That the Bible ſeems to harſÞ9 
much leſs Eloquence than indeedit hasf*? 
to thoſe thar Read ir only in Tranſl 
__ eſpecially the vulgar Latin Ver! 
100. | —_—_— 7 
Thirdly, That by reaſon of che diffe\Þ ® 
ring Notions, ſeveral Sorts of Men,eff®.' 
ſpecially of diſtant Nations and Clf% 
mates, have of Eloquencez many Pallef# 
that are thought Uneloquent iff? 
Is, may appear Excellently exprefs0f 
to another part of Mankind; -: - . 1 
.- -Fourthly , That there are-in;the vn 
pF. Scripturq%.' 
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ti Keipture a. multitude. of thoſg Texts , | 
wlhercin the Author thought Firtoem- 
Soy: che Ornaments of Language, 
Saalpicuouſly adorn'd with 1uch: as 
xee ev'n with Our Notions of Elo- 


WEANCOs : ; Se 20s 

.. 0 And Laſtly, that it is very farr 
om being conſonant to Experience , 

tat che. Style, of the Scriptuee does. 
Hake it Unoperative upon the Genera- 
W7of its Readers, if they be not Faul- 
| Þ). |ndifpoſ'd to reccive Impreſſions 
Mm it, ER PIE ou Ce 
* eff AS. ro- the firſt of cheſe , having al- 
heyy above declard , that there are 
ricy/ſuany: parts of Scripture , wherein it 
Sold have b.cn Improper to affe&t 
bawioquence 3 I am willing ro ſuppole , 
at You have not yet forgot what has 
1 $ formcrly ſaid. And therefore, I 
Veruunwilling to detain You on this 
-» Þk conſideration, Yer I cannot but 
iſe. this Occaſion take Notice to ou , 
1,68 we allow all forts of people Ex- 
Cl#$$ons proper aud fitted to their fe- 
7; Profeſſions; and: Themes. How 
 by8py of. us can dwell on Lawyers ,. 
»Bpicians., and.:Chymuſts. Books , 
Woh oftentimes written in Terms as. 
Mk, and as. uncourtly ,, as if thoſe. 
$.] N Rude- 


Rudeneſſes were their Deſign 2 au 
yet we can NegleR and ſcornthe Scriphy 
eure,becaule in ſome Paſſages we the 


find the Myſtcries and other Mane 
of Religion , deliver'd-in a Proper a 
Theological ſtyle. I remember Ma 


chiavel, in the Dedication of his 


4 

Fj; * 

ik 
L 


we 


uo 


mous Prince, after he had ( not cauſa 


lefly ) acknowledg'd ' ro Lorenzo hy 
Medict, ( to whom his Book is why 


(9 19} 
a 
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drefPd ) that he had not Ruff'd it 
lofry Language , or big Vords, 


. 
n pe 
__ o 


Adorn'd it with any of thoſe enveagliiy 


La bonori ( la mia opera) s che ſolam 


thought fit either that nothing at all ſt 
recommend his work, or that the only 


of the Diſcourſe and the Dignity of 
ſubje# ſhould make it acceptable, 


la werita della materia, Q la gravis 
acl ſoggetto la faccia grata |] chat Mihin 


outward Ornaments , uſual ro ot 

Authors in their Writings ; gives tlſeplc 
account of the Plainneſs of his ſk $ 
[ Perche io ho woluto , o che Verunatllihe 
ad 


Ing 


Ws 3 
Nnce 
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exact its welcome. 'If a meer Staitiffet 


man, writing to a Prince, upon-a ft 


civil Theme , could. reaſonably'il 
thus : with how much-more' Real 
may God expe& a welcoming Ei 


| 


Go 


cainment for the eaſt Adorn'd parts Wai 
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? anggk., of which-the Truth is a direct 
ThE&manation. from the Eſſential and Su- 
tieleme Truth, and of which the Con- 
attelknes concern no leſs than mans Eter- 
ra Happineſs or Miſery > And it our 
Mites ltalian Criticks themſelves, can- 
5 inte by the Plainneſs of AXacchiavel's 
aſeFyle nor the forbidding of his Wri-. 
0 Sos by che Inquiſition , be deterr'd 
5 Whom as Afſiduous as Prohibired a Stu- 
ally -of his Books ; what Excuſe will 
fey one day have, that now make the 
affected Style of Scripture the ſole 
VBcuſe of rheir Defpiſing, ( or at leaſt 
$ legleing ) that Divine Book > , - 
meg Scondly , As to the Diſadvantage The fe. 
Se Scripture receives by its not. being cond An- 
wad by thoſe I now reaſon with, in iesfver ro ', 
«iginals ; rhough I have ſaid ſome- Objeni. 
t Minz to ir already, yer I muſt now re- on. 
wn it inro Conlideration , and repre- 
it > That 'tis no- wonder they. reve- 
f lence not rhe Bible's Style , as they 
Wh , whilſt chey judge of rhar of an 
Shrew Book by their Vulgar 'Tran-- 
a Mt on $3 which (thongh ſometimes. 
ntcleſly enough cenſur'd by divers: 
chan Divines, that would find it 
Wk-cafie Task to make a better, © yet ) 
Eninly is in many Places firangely: 
*Y N 3 harſh 


$1 
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Harſh and Barbarous; and by a Parti {yſ 
and unlucky Aﬀecation of Literalin mo 
miſſeth the Propriety both of che Heſby 
brew Speech and of the Larin : amſtan 
to adhere to the' Originals Word cla 
comfmonty -injures its Eloquence , and Da 
oftentimes its Senſc 3' rendring cxcl{ Hil 
Int Expreſſions in ſuch Ungracefilan 
ones,*as would probably Fright Renal 
ders from ir, if it could not very welffpre 
ſpare Fine Language : ſo that to onſite! 
preſent Theme , we may not ill apphCee 
thar Nerable ſaying of AMrranduls brat 
Hebyai- biburt foiites, Greci rivuos, Liter 
az paiuzes, The Old French Kimmſſor: 
Tranſlation of Y:ir271 , makes not tleffGo 
HEnerds much more Eloquent thaſf*M 
Hopkiis and Steribold have made tiff 
Pſalms : which ſure being Written\yſ['ni 
a Perfori who { ſctting aſide his Inj 
ration )was both a Travellcr, a CowFÞ'h! 
tier, and a Poct, mnt at laſt beaner 
low'd to contain poliſh'd and faſhioſfis: 
nable Expreſſions in their own Lanſſcic 
guage, how courſely ſoever they hanſhy! 
bcen mil-rendred in Ours. | What Opiſet 
nion the Eaſtern World hath of icon 
ſweet fitger of 1ſrael, may appear bailfjjut 
by other Hyperbolical Fictions ther: 
believe of him , ( whom with 2doſahto' 
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rei Jnr, and Habomet , they Reckon a- 
lin&mong't rhe Four Great Prophets ) and. 
by waat Keſſ £4, (the fam'd Mahome- 

ſan VV ritcr of the Lives of the Fathers) 
w&Frclares conceming him , That when Keſſezs, 
anif David ſa/27 "the Lraiſes of God » the > pf 
xc Hills, ' and Bards, and Beaſts theyern at- 114. 4. 
ul anany'd biw.' Which grots: Litc- Pial. 19, 
Rent inecrpretacion. of Figurative. Ex- 

dprefſions 1n che Palms , and of his pa- 
 onfliherical Invitarrons to the 1nanimare 
pohCreacurces ro foyn with him+in' cele- 
ule Fbrating ' rhce:r common Creator , he 
Litvems ro have borrow'd from the Al> $2. 37. 
minſoran' ir {c1f 5 where 2abomet brings 174% H 
erefſGod in faying ,- © Ve reduced the 52, and 
thafſ*Mountains ro comply with him, who 53. 
2 thſſhould ;oyn with him in Praiſes Mor- 
nIyF'nng and Eventng;the Birds allo flock 
nh}! him ; all chete- arc obfequious ro 
orF'h'm. And though the New Teſta- 
e ment be nor Written in Hebrew , yer 
hiofſis: VVricers betng - Hebrews, have 
Lanffchiefly conform'd/'themſelves to rhe 
hanhyle' of the "Tranſlators: of - the Old 
Ofſeftam-nc , ( which whether or no ir 
elconſtirure what Criticks of late ſo diſ- 
Dotgpute of :under- rhe Name of Lingua 5 
theo Dralettus Heltenttica , | pretend not 
eto define ) and that .of the Apocry- 
N 3 phal 
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' - phal Authors and other Jews Verity 
in the ſame Language ;:'who ( exaz 

perhaps Joſep and Philo ) wrote | 

ther, it I may foſpeak, an Hebr 

than an Atrick Greek 3 or art laſt, j 

2 Diale&;, which ( by reaſon of the 

frequent References to the Sepruagin 
Verſion, ') abounds, if not with 4 
braiſms,' with expreſſions Obvious ufſwi 
Hebrew Writings, and Unfrequent ifſar 

Greek ones, and fo relliſhes nuchdfſpgl 

the Hebraick Style 3 Of which, as wilſſthe 
in the New as the Old Teſtament 

thoſe we reaſon with , being ſirangn ha 
to that Primitive Tongue , mult ben} diy 

competent Judges ; there being int 4 
Idiotiſms'ef all Languages , peculwſi wa 
Graces , which ( like thoſe moſt ſubilff ma 
Spitits , which Exhale in powring EY of! 
{ences out of one Veſlel into another)}] nif 
are loſt in moſt ( cſpecially if Litcral)Þ| lg! 
Tranſlations 5 and the Holy Tong the 
being that which God himſclt madff oc 
choice of, to Dignific with his Exprlſi fan 
ſions, having divers whoſe Pcnerrangfſ of 
is as little rransfuſible- into any othe,ſ| gi 
as the Sun's dazeling Brightneſs, 0 bs 
the Water of a Diamond can be unÞj 7h 
detraRngly Painted ; and having «&Þ tis 
vers Words and Phraſes, whoſe Pithy 
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itinzels and Copioufneſs, none in De- 
And ( or other ') Languages can 
match. Some of the Hebrew Conju- 
eations, as chicfly thoſe call'd Hiphil 
Wand Hzitpael, give fignifications to 
ll Verbs , which the Want of anſwera- 
Shle Conjugations in Weſtern Langua- 
, Makes us unable ro fill or Equal 
without Paraphraſes , which are very 
nrely ſo comprehenſive as the Origi- 
Khdfſual VVords 5 and ( to hint this upon 
 Welf che by ) the Ignorance , or not Confi- 
ne; dering of this one Grammartical Truth, 
ng bach kept Men from fully Ulnderſtan- 
x ding , divers Paſſages of the New Te- 
n tir kament , wherein the Greek Tongues 
ul want of thoſe Conjugations, hath 
ub made Active or Intranfttive Verbs, be .. 
EB of d.iri a Tranfitive or Reciprocal fig- 
er) nification. How impertinently Men's 
ral) lenorance of irs Originals, may make 
ory them cenſure the Scripture , I had once 
a&F occaſion ro take notice of, by finding a 
uf famous Commentator , note Saint Paul 
nol] of impropriety-of _ 3 in the be- 
Kr, going of that, which i3 commonly 
ry tought ro be. his Firſt Epiſtle ro rhe 
ur Thealoztans,. bur by the Learned Gro- 
dr} tis ( in his Paradoxes, De Auticbriſto,) 
y-F aot improbably eſteemed to be his Sc- 
nek N 4 cond : 


The third - - Thirdly , VVe may yerfurcher con- ſi 
fider', * That as ro many Paſlages df i 


Anſwer, 
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cond : for whkercas: inſtead of thefſi gd 
2 Thel. 1. Greck Words &@* uv ifixter 5 y6[Wt 


TS Kifis , which ours have rightly Eng- 


lithed , from You ſounded out the Word 
he found in his Tranſlation , 4 v-ſ 
bis diffamatus eſt ſermo:, not knowing ſion 
Paul ro have Written in Greek, ei 


would needs corre&t him for havi 
VVritten D:ffamatus eft, inſtead of Di. 
wnlgat ei, t '12 


Scripture accus d of not appcaring In 
loquenr to Exropean Judges , 1t might 


be juſtly repreſented , Thar the Eaſten 
Eloquence differs widely from th Þþ 


Weltcrn, In thoſe purer Climate, 
where Learning , thar- is here . burz 
Denizon-, was a Native ; the. mol 
cheriſh'd and . admir'd -Copoſures & 
cheir Wits, it judg'd by Weſten 
Rules of Oratory , will be judg'd De- 
ſttture of ir. . Their. Dark and Involvd 
Sentences .: their Figurative and .Pars- 
bolicah Diſcourſes; their Abrupt and 
Maim'd way of expreſſing themlclve, 
which often 'lcaves 'much' place to 
Gueſles at the Senſe :; and their ne 
le of conneRing Tranſitions , whie 
Often leaves us at a loſs for the _ 
"98:5 #7 t 
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 theffiod' and Coherency of what * they 
H&IVritc 3 are Qualities, that our Rhe- 
 ng-ſforicians do nor more generally Diflike, 
rd ian cheir's Pradtice : there being, pet- 
ve-ſhaps little* Icfs Diſparity in our Opt- 
ving ſhions than in our Wayes of Weis 
, being; for rhcir Pens, (as if irwerea 
vingÞreſage of the different Changes 'the 
Dx. llews and Greeks have made in point 

f Religion ) move from the Right 
0n- ſand cowards the Lefr $ our's ( there- 
; of ſn imitared by thoſe of the Ethioprans ) 
E: From the Lefr rowards the Right 3 fo 
gh tac we think they write Backwards , 
en ſnd tl:cy ,' that we doſo, Of rhis dit- 
the rence of the Notions, that the Ea- 
&, tn and Weſtern: Colonies of rhe 
ta Pons of Adam have harbour'd concer- 
of ng Eloquence, 1 ſhall ;nced to Men- 
"> ion but One inſtance, thar One is ſo 
en ſiemarkable : and thar's the Altoran. 
Ye tow much the Mahometan World 
v4 poaſts rhe Eloquence of that Book , 
r2- fan ſcarce be unknown to thoſe that 
nd rave, (though bur a little ) buf1'd their 
5, Curiofity in that fort of Enquiries.' 


tie Ableſt Arabian Expoſitors , and x-;4;:-, 


I ind Arcof Men and Dzmons , would 
e& Þc unable ro. hirtder that Book from 
ol Wn | being 


ther Authors; tell us; thatall the Wit 4nd-5-, 
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' $S. being Martchlels 3 Mabome: himfii 
Sarar. x. Wasfo proud of it, that in ſome paſk{50! 
os ges in 1t , he defy's irs Oppoſers toeÞit 
; ny one Surat or Section of it, a0 
cems to.make. its Peerlcincls an Arguſſ & 
ment of it's not being of barcly Huſh, 
man Authority : and the Saracſfit. 
prefs'd with their Religions beiug 44 
f2 6 acbildier ſtiture of arceſtinſ# 
w— ALNL Praetcr : . lay 
folum — iz. Miracles , will nf 
duriſſet, ) ſatis hee fo- {cruple to reply, Thaſſf 
ret ad eximan exccl- though there wer lcari 
temiam ſupra reliqua , :racle hot 
gre Prophete addux- NO other Miracle wff 
erty mille ep manifeſt the Exc! 
EWLIEN EL, QUE 214 ſectt> q : 
ta aurat __ adore lency of rheir Re: hav 
aliis Airaculis, H: gion above thafjfvc 
Hotty ng, Hiſt, Oricat, taucht by the Pros 16: 
Pagn.i reyceter Joo, O 
[9F,0.; 225 phets, yer the Alan 
ran it Self were ſufficient , as being aff ! 
Laſting Miracle that tranſcends allo *% 
ther Miracles, How L—_ i 
Eloquence may be in its Original , 1] 
confeſs my fc} roo unskilfull in t&ÞVe 
Arabick Tongue, . to be a competenſÞ® 
Judge $3 my other Studies and Di-[f0 
ſiraQtions having made me forget mol 
_ of the little Knowledge, I had once acP*! 
quir'd of that flouriſhing Lang 
But though the Altera have ft Adt 
too much from the Bible , not to cor-Pl 
rall 


nn Vropiates. eel 
in{in divers Excellent Things ; ( which 
xaſfsonc Induccment to. me to cite ir the 
; toelplener) yer certainly, not only theAn- 
\ aunt Latin Verſion of ir, made by 
A roolotders of the Abbor Petrus Cluntacen- 
Balls, and publiſh'd in the Laſt Age, by 
9a Procurement of Brblrander , ( and 
JI which this is the Grand Critick 
Rlincaltger's Exclamation , Dew 1mmor- F. Scaliger 


| noffidem , quam tuepta eft Vulgaris jUa , _ 362, 


nofFii 
ac-fs6the Theology 

pllibly as much Admire the Saracens 
bh Admiration , as they doe the Book. 
an-JAnd not only what. I have ſeen of the 
ain} Eminent 


x62 Conſiderations tonthing the Sty[ 
Eminent Eaft-Indians, is-ſtrangely nfinft 
congruous to' our Notions of Elefbu 
quence 3 bur whar I have pcrusd bcc 
.the Famous Literati ( as thcy. call t{Abil 
Learned Men ) of Cha, though wiiffobt 
ren. with Grear Care by the' AuchonJWi 
and( as it ſeems) Tranſlated with' ſince 
Lefs by the Knowing Interpreter Jvc 
would,to an ordinary Eropeas Oraryand 
appear rather Ridiculous than ElJlat 
quent. . Bur eo-content our ſclves withſ#t5; 
the Examples we formerly ſclead#E 
ont of the Iefs Remote-:Parts of tights 
Eaſt 3 Since Mahomet, whoſe ElwJMai 
quence (almoſt: as Proſpcrous as hixet 
Sword.) was able to bring Cred't and #5 
Proſelyres .Cven tO fuch a-Religion 5 rall 
His: ſince Mofes-, that fo Celebratdſiad 
Legiſlator, bred up 1a: the; Refining! 
Court, and all the tam'd' Wifdomedh 
th: Egyptians + fince Solomon, whoſſiat 
had ſuch Incommunicable Advantage] 
ro.1improve himfelt , and whoſe Wig" 
dome ( efteem'di capable to have Gr 
vern'd more Kingdomes thin his: halfſDit 
Subje&s ) the Weſtern World hae 
for-ſo many Ages iAdmisd;" andthef&t 
Eaſtern, onlynot Idoliz'd : and ſine 
the Prophet Daziel , whole Promifin® 
Youth was not only Cultivated by " an 
IE 4 4 
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lyſpſicoGions 'of the Chaldean Sages, 
Elbur Enjoy'd the Divincr Tutorage of 
24 God's Spirit ; and whoſe Matchlels 
lt tdAbilicics preferr'd him from a Caprive, 
writobe the Chict as well ot the Chaldean 
on IWiſle-men, as 'the Median Princes : 
h'nfffnce theſe Applauded Writers, 1 ſay, 
ter Juhony the Ealſtcrn. Nations ſo Much 
argJad fo Juſtly Admir'd, by many of our 
EbJLatinifts arc not thought Good VV-ri- 
witijicrs, becauſe of our Diffcring Notions 
-AdjofEloquence 3 nay, it amongſt Euro- 
frighews themſelves, Crcero hath found 
El-SMany Ccnſurers, and a Book hath 
; bfſieen publithed ro prove that Telly 
an(Þ as nor, Eloquent 5 may: not we Ratio- 
n aually cnough ſuppoſe, that the Grecian 
atcdJand Roman ftyle among|t the Eaſtern 
nin} Writers, may not be much better re- 
xedtldh'd than their's is amongſt us 3: and 
wiofſiat conſequently, in thoſe parts of the 
apsÞ*cripture whoſe Eloquence is nor Ob- 
Vil-Yrious ro us Europeans , the Pretended 
GoWant of Eloquence:'may be bur a 
talf[Diftering, and Eaſtern Kind 'of it > 


nach{pecially,, if we conſider, that the An. 


theſtemceſt, YVriters' in. Proſe now extant 


ine}Wnoneft us, were ſcarce cantemporary* 


ſiÞ9.the Lateſt VVriters of the Old Te». 


' CN lag bf ; And yet that, Eloquence, the. 


reſs 


Conf deratin3 touthing the 5. yl 
Dreſs of our Thoughts, hike the Dre(#® 
of our Bodies , differs not only inſeveÞ*? 
ral Regions, bur in feveral Apge®® 
And oftentimes in That , as in Attire, 
what was Lately Faſhionable, is NowP"* 
Ridiculous , and what Now makes i 
Man look like a Courticr, may withinſ® 
theſe Few Luſtres make him look like 46 
an Antick : though how purely 'tis the! * 
Mode:that makes ſuch things appeatÞ** 
Handſome or Deform'd,may be read” 
ly colle&ed from the Viciſfitudes ob-$ 
crvable in Modes ; Men by interval 
relapſing into Obſolete Faſhions, Thut** 
there are Great Changes in that Mode ic 
of Writing men commonly miſtake tha 
for Eloquence, I ſhall produce noe like 
Hluftrious a Witneſs than Seneca, wh 
in his hundred and. fourteenth Epiſtl, os 
(ro omir other Paſſages in his Work) ple 
not only proves it at large , but ſhows ie 
that in ſome Ages , even the Fauly 

wayes of Expreſhion , conſpir'd-in by the 
the Wits of thoſe Times, have pafs\ ble 
for Eloquence. The Scripture St Re 
then , though 'it were not. Eloquett cer 
Now, may have excellently ſuited ft Ge 
Genius of Thoſe Times / its Sevetll th 
Books wete written in 3 and have been ® 
very proper for thoſe Pcople it ws 
| | Primarily 


Dre(@#rimarily deſign'd coVVork upon. And, 
ſc $1 would preſume to be Paradoxical 


Ae f0athing-1 ſo lire pretend Skill in as a there 
ttixe (oquence,l mighrtfurther repreſent on Pigcefis 


No Ss occaſion, Thar Rhetorick being but 


ces Organical or Inſtrumental Art, in che Arc 
hinder Chicfly co Perſwaſion, or De- * Aha 


c likefight 4 Irs Rules ought to be eſtimated _ 
Sthelſty their Tendency , and Commenſu- 
peat faencls to its End 3 and conſequent- 
adi-Jy., are to be conform'd to by a Wiſe- 
oþ. $*an , but ſo farr forth as he judgeth 
all item Scaſonable and Proper to Pleaſe 
Thar to Perlwade : which when he ſces 
od fie can do better by Declining them, 
2k ian by Practiſing them, ( as Orators, 
14 ike Hunters, nwit oftentimes leave the 
vigIaoſt Beaten Paths , if they will nor 
te, J's cheir Game ) he ſhould nor fcru- 
6s) [fe to preferr the End to the Means 3 
wa Scope of the Artiſt , to what the 
ily [Schools are pleas'd to call the Scope of 

the Art ; and co think it more Eligi- 
{deco ſpeak Powerfully , than to ſpeak 
ye egularly. And we may hence conft- 
ex er, thar irmay be ſomewhat Inconli- 
dy | &rate to judge of all Eloquence , by 
qty the Rules of ir that. Cicer's Admirers 
{2-1 poſe on us 3 and Confound their 
"” of Preceprs with che Arr of 
uy Wo + Rhetorick 4 


# 


CC 
Rhetorick, asif chey were Equivalenſ j, 
or: of the ſame extent. For Cirerobe} x. 
ing 'repuitcd ( and that Dcſervedly ) afſy,, 
Eloquent man, and very Succeſsjullſſ, 
Perfwading his thus and taus qualify. 
ty'd Hcarcrs z divers, whoſe Modehyf c 
or Deſpair kept them from aſpiring wſ;; 
more than imitation', obſcrving thaſſ;; 
Tully often made ule of ſuch and ſudſſy,; 
a Contrivance:, and ſuch and ſuch Fi 
 gurative forms of ſpeaking, rook thefſ,, 
- pains to reduce thoſe Obſcrvations in-ſl,,c 
ro-Rnles,” which being highly applaſſp, 
ded by their Succeflors , and by then 
recruited with fome Reſembling Ruls 
drawnfrom the Practice of a few othe mo 
Orators, were afterwards compil'dir xr 
roan'Art , which as .I deny not tobef;; 
a Great Help ro the Imitation of TahBr. 
and Demoſthezes , or thoſe others fronÞ,g, 
whoſe Structure 'and Faſhions Fic 
ſpeech: ſuch Inſtitutions have tear @ 
. drawn, ſol ſhall no more take itfa}]y. 
a Compleat Syſtem of Rhetorick, tha. 
any Inſtructions. ,deducible. from tir; 
Journals of Solomon's Tarſhiſh Fleets, 4, 
ahd from rhe. Grecian and.Romans 
Sea- Voyages, for the trucand:entit je 
Arr of: Navigation. - For:.if- othe|;f, 
Perſons ,.:cither by an Endowment dg; 
FE Improv J 


T” dof the H. Scripture; - 


ung faprovement of Nature , can find 0- 
robe ther Equally, or more Happy and 
') WI Powcrtull or Moving ( though never 
ulli ſp. differing ) wayes of expreſſing 
[ual ttemfelves , they ought as little ro be 
NF Confin'd by thePrcſcriptions acquieſc'd 
'S Of i before them ,, as Columbus thought 
Ul fimſelf Oblig'd to be by che Rules or 
\Þ actice of Antient Navigators 5 
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MI whoſe Merhods and Voyages , had he 
x re ot boldly ventur'd to Vary from, and 
* U'Fraſs beyond , how Vaſt and Rich a 
lay Portion of the World had his Con- 
hen formity left undiſcover'd > And on this 
us calion » Theophilus, | mult mention 
et one thing that I have obſerv'd , which 
Lit perhaps you will nor think either De- 
Ole lpicable or Impertinent : and it is, 
That chovgh the People of China be 
w fteem'd tne moſt Numerous, the moſt 
 *Fflouriſhing, and (very few,it any, ex- 
, epted ) the moſt Civiliz'd Nation in 
"Ihe World : though amongſt thent. 
habe greareſt part of Praferments be 
te nainable by Verbal Learning , and 
tIthough they have Books in their Lan-- 
nt mage ( how Well written, I know 
ary, having never Readany of them ) 
he &>almoft all kind of Liberal Arts and 
* Tkriences 3 yer I find by: the late Tra-, 
ha 5, AE O veller 


Confiderattons touching the Style" 
veller in Cb:za, that Writ the ltalia Th 
Hiſtory of that Kingdome , and byo.fſ,,; 
ther Authors that mention their Lite] a; 
rature, thar this Populous and Ingeniſſjþ, 
ous Nation , that has been fo long (erg 
led in a Flouriſning Condition , andſſjg; 
more than any other People allow; 
Encouragements and Recompences tj] 
Learned Mcn, has not car'd to receiveſ},qg 
Rhetorick into the Number of therſjes 
Arts and Scicnces, prcſuming, as on] x 
may gucſs, that the Confining men'{q 
Exprefſions toEitabliſh'd Rules woullÞyry 
not be fo like to Enable thoſe to &- eq 
preſs themſelves Eloquently, that Nin 
. ture has Indiſpos'd to do ſo, 'as to Hir-ſſej] 
der others from expreſſing themſclvs, 
as well, as, were they lett to their full yh; 
liberty, they would do. I willrocfay fly f 
n—— , that our ſ{tri& Ciceron: hq, 
an Rules, are Crutches that mayby 
Helps ro Weak or Lame Phanſies, buf,e 
are Cloggs or Burdens to Sound aud js 
Active ones : bur this I obſerve, thaſjj 
cheſc Utopian Laws of Oratory , atÞq c 
f{eldome rigorouſly impos'd by a flou 
that publiſm other Books that may [| znq 
cxamined by them : and that Wile ;ig 
men, as well in the Weſt, as in thee 
Eaſt, will not cafily loſe Godllſqee, 
Thought” 


"P88 ofthe H. Scriptures. 
Linf Thoughts, or Good Expreſſions , be- 
Yy HF auſc rhey are not Reducible ro,Them. 
ay And this I the rather preſs, becauſe 
;nJ] have found bur roo many ſo blindly 
KB Frvile , a5 to Imitate withour Diſcre- 
ton or Reſerve in applauded Authors, 
ows well the Bad as the Good s create 
S Wfach Artiſis Errors, Rules of Art ; 
hand make one man's Particular Phan- 
wer es, or. perhaps Failings, Confining 
OFLaws. ro others, and convey them as 
KnF{uch to their Succeeders , who arc af- 
xerwards bold to miſ-name all Unob- 
HY equiouſncſs to their Incogitancy, Pre- 
Ni lumption 3 as Seneca - 
Ar-Y tells us of divers Im- aliquis groom Tab 
5 
vs, pericEtions of ſtyle 5 quo tunc eloquentia eſt - 
A which being familiar (7/a1e; rmadui, Sic 
to ſome One,who at Salluſtio vigente, anpu- 
oive time hath the \n ſores 
/ Vogue for Elo- dentia, & obſcura Bre- 
, but qQuence z are upon = 2 Fer pro cultu, 
his Scoar, copy'd by _ TY 
uy his Imicators, and by them Taughr 
Tt others : As, (ayes he) when Salluſt 
Kb flouriſhed , his Style made Maimed 
' XF and Abrupt Sentences , words Surpri- 
ie ziogly Miſ-plac'd:, and an Obſcure 
the tevity paſs for Ornaments : and in- 
&d, "ris not uncaſie for any -man to 
16s, O 2 obſerve, 


af 
2 558 


for:ith 


An; WCT £0 
þ. +. atk fe 
Ci;2 Cghtn 


ODzedi- 


©%, 


170 Conſiderations touching the Style ——— 


1 ſhall venturerodo it, with mindine 


Reaſoning whercon I lay any Great 


obſerve, the very Weeds of Cry'd-y W 
Rhetoricians , cry'd up for Flowers 
Rhetorick. Bur -having alrcady w; 
dred , perhaps , too farr in this Di-1, 
greſſion , I ſnall now conclude it; 
rhough, {ince tis for the Scripture, and 
with its Enemies that 1 am contending p+ 


our Cardinal, and rhoſe that ſo Under. 
value the Scripture's wayes of Expreſf. 
on, in Compariſon of Tzlly's, becaul 
his Books do ſo Regularly Exprels th 
Rules of Eluquence ; that 'tis no Ma: 
vel chey ſhould find Cicero's Wriiff y. 
tings to be ſo Conformable to thei 
Laws of Art, whilſt they franc 
thoſe Laws of Art out of his Wrſſ,,. 
tings. 
Bur, Theophilus, T fear I have & Nu 
ratn'd You too long in a Digreſſa 
whereinto I flipt but Occaftonally, 
which is not ſo Neccſlary to my pre 
ſcnt Argument, bur that am contenſſy,. 
You ſhould look upon the Paradoxaſſr, 
any thing rather than an Opinion al, 1 
ſtreſs. ca 
In the fourth Place then let me fc 
preſent to You , That there are waſp, 
Few, it any Books in the World; that 
are 


— of the I. SCriprures. . 


#e-n0 more Voluminous , in which 
there 15 greater Plenty of Figurative 


15 6 Expreſſions, than in the Bible. Though 


STR Mirandula , Whom cven the greateſt ,,,,. Fo 
Rabbi of this Age , ſtyles the Phoenix bes 1/761, 


br 


arc 


this may ſcem Strange , 'ris no more 
than- may be made Good by more 


J than ſome Hundreds of Inſtances ; 
there being few Tropes or Figures in 


Rhetorick , of which Numcrous Ex- 


af aples arc not collectible our of rhe 
TExprethons of Holy Writ, I infiſt 
'J not upon this, becauſe a bare Cara- 


bgue of the Rhetorical Paſſages 1 
could enumerate , would roo much 
fell an Eſſay $3 and I am informd, 


hat Tak hath been already proſpe- 


rouſly undertaken þy Abler Pens. 
Wherefore, I ſhall now only Tay, that 
the Eloquence of the Scripture hath 
teen highly Celebrated by no ſmall 


INumbcr of Perſons, highly celebrated 


fr Eloquence ; and that many , wao 
tovght themſelves as Intelligent in 
0ratory, as thoſe that Cenſure the 
&ipture, have ſuſpetcd their own 
Eloquence of Inſufficiency , worthily 
oExtol that of the Prophet Eſay 3 
and fome of them, ( amongſt whom 1 
annot bur Name that Excellent Prince 
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of His Age) who after having Unſfy.m 
tisfiedly 'TravclV'd rhorough all ſort 
of Human Volumes, have Refted ani 
Ecquieſc'd only in rheſe Divine Ones;ot 
which will not a little Recommend theſſbal 
Scripture , fince we may apply toi! 
Books, what an Excellent Poer ſayeÞ \ 
of Miſtreſles, (k 
that 
*T 1s not that which First we love, 00 | 


But what Dying we approve, of 
| 


That we Expreſs the highelt valw#* 
of. Andindced, the beſt Artiſts nr 
king Two Parts of Oratory 3 The On 
which conſiſts in the Embelliſhmesſ}®! 
of ourConceptions, and the Other thi 
conſiſts in the Congruity of them vI* 
our Deſign and Mcthod , and th%# 
{ſuitable Accommodation of them nj"? 


' the various Circumſtances conſider: (pi 


ble in the Matter, the Speaker, andtt}\® 
Hearers 3 this Lattcr is peculiarly al 
Inimitably praQiſ'd in the Scripture; 
and as much of the Former ( whichvÞ*# 
not onely leſs conſiderable , but i* 
changeable and unagfteed of , as w'® 
have Newly ſeen ) is made uſe of , 
i5 requiſite to the Author's purpoſes 
and ro manifeſt that. Delicacy of 
| Smoot 


WY” of the H, Scriptures. 
UnfsSSorhneſs , never ceafes to be -the 
 ſorsEroperty of his Style , bur becauſe in 
d angfflome Caſes it would be Ineongrnous 
nes: ko his Defign. And where theſe Ver= 
d theſſtal Ornaments are Spar'd, they are not 
ly ofMifl'd 3 for as there are ſome Bodies 
ho ſ Well ſhap'd and faſhion'd, that any 
Claths become them much better 
tan the moſt fine and gracctull would 
72, fo Ordinary ( much more Crooked 
© for Miſhapen ) Perfons 4 fo there are 
Writings, whole Matter and Structure 
alwyJie ſuch, ehat the Plaincſt Language 
mz-fcan ſcarce Miſ-become them ſo, as to 
Ortinder them from Eclipſing a Trifling 
ens or Ul-march'd Subject, with the Spru- 
thjaſt and Gaudticſt Expreflions that can 
1 offbe laviſh'd on it. Bur the Truth 1s, 
ty ttar this Florid Eloquence 15 Great in 
1 of many Texts, where *tis not at all Con- 
er-{picuous, being Hiddcn in the Marter 3 
te (as in Roſes of Diamonds, the Jew- 
an ds ofrenrimes keep us from minding 
re; the Flower and the Enamel ) and ap- 
hg pears not Great, bur becaulc *ris nor 
x the Greateſt, Some famous VVriters 
Jrave Challeng'd Demoſthenes and Cz- 
iro, . to compare with the Prophet 
50 Fſay ; in whom they have not only Ad- 
x mir'd that Lofty Strain which Artiſts 
| O 4 have 


[ 
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have term'd the Sublime CharaGer,yir 
bur even that Harmontous Difpoſitioaſſ 
and Sound of Words, (I mean infea 
their Original ) watch the Frenchpret- 
tily call, La cacence des Perindes, 
Wherefore, Theophilus, whereas [ ſhaci 
have formerly acknowledg'd,that there 
are ſome Witty Men that ſpeak very 
Diſreſpe&tully of the Scripture, I hopeſvi 
tharif You mcct with any ſuch ,. Yaſh 
will conſider , That it has among the 
Wits, as well Celebrators, and Ad- 
mirers, as Diſregarders. And tha 
You may think this Dcfire of mine 
the more Reaſonable, be pleaſ'd rocow fri 
fider with me , That there arc diver 
things which ought to Leſſen' the Ay: 
thority of the. Diſparagers of the 
Scripture , in the caſc under Confide- fie 
ration. | 
For firſt, how Few of them think 
You, are wont to Read it in its Orig 
nals, and how much Leſs a Numbers 
there of thoſe who both Know and 
duly conſider all thoſe Partcylars re 
preſented in the paſt Diſcourſe on the 
behalf of the Scripture's Style 2 So 
that in a Great many Men of Parts, 
their Undervaluation of the Scriprure 1 
procceds not from their having Great 
I, = VVits, 


e "W=. - of the H. Scrigtures. 
Qer, Elvis , bur from their not having a 
hicfCompercnt Information of what can 
n afeallce'd for its. Juſtification, | 
pret-| Bur rhough we ihould ſuppoſe 
tole we ſpeak of nor to want Infor- 
a5 I ſhation, yer we may well ſuppoſe ma- 
here ſhy of tacm nor to be free from Vanity 
very nd Envy , ticre ſcarce being any taulr 
pe incident to great VV its, as the Am- 
You tion of being ctheught ill more and 
the hore ſo , and the Unwillingneſs thar 
Ad: ny Compoſures but their Own, or 
that Fkhoſe thcy have a Hand in , ſhould be 
ne YCelebrarcd : as if all Praiſes were In- 
Ot- Furious to them, that are given to any 
ers father. Ir need be no great: wonder 
\u- fFthen if ſo excellent a Bock as the Scrip- 
the lure , have as well Envicrs, as Admt- 
<c- frers : And it there be divers who Ca- 
watir, and'ſeem-ro Undcrvyalue it, 
nk Jour of a Criminal fondneſs of che 0- 
- fier-ambition'd Title of a wt , which 
6 they hope to acquire by Unherding 
id land Keeping our of the Road, and 
e Owning their being able to Slight and 
x FDiſgrace that , which ſo many others 
0 Fkeverence and Vencrate. 
» | Bur rhirdly, It is ſufficiently Noto- 
r rious , that of the Oppoſlers of rhe 
t Scripture, there is, a grear part whoſe 
4 Vanity 


þ 


Vanity and Envy , though no ſnlſſþet 


John 3. 
19, 30. 


Faults, are not their grearcſt Crimeſſſen | 
but who live ſo Diſſokucly and Scanfklic 
dalouſly, that the Suſpicion cannor byfſigh 
be obvious , that ſuch decry the ScripYice: 
eure for fear of being Oblig'd ( at leati th 
for mear ſhame) to live more conforian 
mably to it, And that 'twere no (lanSicir 
der to affirm it to be their Intereſt ©! 
not there Reaſon, that makes them findfthe 
fault with a Book that finds fo mudf{cl! 
faulr with them 3 And they who arfſf 
ſenſible of the Truth of that of ouÞfor 
Saviour,where he fayes, That mary lu th 
Darkueſi rather than Light , Lecaſe(fE: 
thetr Deeds aye Evill : and that Hetha'(u 
doth Evill, bateth the Ligbt,netther con-£L 
eth to the Light , Text bis Deeds ſhoullÞ*m 
be reprov'd, will not be much mov'dv} 
find Conſcious MalefaQors find faukf*V 
with the Statute Book ; but will ratha{*l 
look upon theſe Sinners Cenſures ofthe *l 
Scripture , as Apologies they judg:Þ|*\ 
neceſlary to Palliate their Sins, or «| *1 
Acts of Revenge , for their beinger| ft 
_ in all their Deformity to tie] © 

yes of the World , and of their own © 


Conſciences, in the Bible : and ( con-f| © 

. Tequently ) will be inclin'd to Think, © 

that their Irreligious Exprefſions = 
rat 


ad 


> ſaafſfacher ſhew what they would have 

rimeen Believe of Them, than what they 
 Scanflieve of the Scripture, by ſeeming to 

or bafſlight which , they hope to have their 

Scripices imputed rather ro a Superiority 

leaff their Reaſon over that of others, 

nforShan a Servicude of their Reaſon ro 

 flanftcir Paſſions, - ; 

reſt,f © Here I thought to paſs on to ano- | A long 
1 findcher Argument, Bur (to Expreſs my ,5p.ing 
mn ſelf in Dat#1ds VVords ) while 1 was Prophance 
d ar Muſing, the fire buri'd, and my Leal _ mi 
' oirffifor the Scripture , together with «© che 
be the Charity it has taught me ro Scriprure, 
aſe Exerciſe ev'n towards its Oppolers, _ % 
te fuffers me not, with either Silence or 
0n-(*Lanquid Reſentments, to ſee how 
oxll*much that Incomparable Book loſes 

dfſ'of che Opinion of Leſs diſcerning 
wkJ*Mcn, vpon the Aecount of rheir 

her *Diſ-rcſpets , who are ( whether 

te *Deſcrvedly or nor, ) look'd upon as 

If Wits. And therefore ro what I have 

#Þ *Reprefented ro Invalidare the Au- 

+-J *thority of thoſe Few Perſons , other- 

hef *wiſe Truly Witty , that Undervalue 

my the Scripture, I am oblig'd to add , 

NJ *chat beſides Them, there is a Number 

cf *of thoſe thar ſlight the Scripture , 

of *who are bur Look'd upon as V Vits , 

cr © without 
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© without being ſuch Indeed : Naſi 

© who many ot them-would not be, - 

© much as Miſtaken for ſuch, but to. 

©the Boldneſs they take to ' Ow ho 

* Slighring of the Scripture, and ro AF, 

© buſe the Words of 1t, to Irreligiou 1 

© Senſes, and perhaps paſſing to th 

©Impudence of Pervcrting Inſpir; 

©Exprefſions, to deliver Obſcend 

© Thoughts. Bur to Knowing and Se 

© rious Men, this Prevarycating wit 

© the Scripture will neither Diſcredi 

© It, nor much Recommend the Pro- 

© phane Prevaricator 5 For a Books 

© being Capable of being fo Miſ-uz'd, 

©is too Unavoidable to be a Dilpa- 

©ragcment to it. Nor will any Intel- 

© ligent Reader Undervalue the char- 

© ming Poems of Yirg!l or of Ouwd, 

© becauſe by Shuffling and Diſguiſing 

© the Expreſſions, ſome French Wrr 

*ters have of Late been pleaf'd ont 

© of Rare Pieces to Compoſe whole 

© Books of what thcy call ; Yers Bur-f:; 
" ſeſgues, Deſign'd by their Ridicu- 

© louſneſs to make their Readers Sport; 

© And on the Other fide, ro Abuſe 

© Diſmember'd Words and Paſſages 

* of any Author to Meanings he neer |; 

* Dream'd of, is a Thing ſo Eaſe, that 

© almoſt |* 
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Ulmoſt any Man may have the VVit 
Talk at that Prophane Rate , thar 
will but allow himſelf che Sawci- 


Fncls ro do ſo. And indeed Experi- 


'@ce ſhows ,. tnar it this Vice it felt 
© not make its Pratiſers ſuſpected 
of the being Neccfſirous of the Qua- 
licy thcy pur it on to be thought Ma- 
(ſters of , yet art leaſt Perſons Intelli- 
gent, and Pious , will not be apt to 


F'Valuc any Diſcourſe as traly Wit- 


'ry,thar cannot Plcaſc the Fancy with- 


"Four Offending the Conſcience, and 


'will never Admire his Plenty that 
cannot make an Entertainment, with- 
'out Furniſhing our the Table with 


"F-Unclean Mears: and Conſidering Per- 
"Ffſons will ſcarce think it a Demonſtra- 


"tion of a Mans being a Wit, that 
the will Venture to be Damn'd ro 


"F*be Thought one. And that which 


'Apggravares theſe Men's Prophane- 
'nels, and leaves them Excuſcleſs 


"Fin it, is, char there are Few of theſe 


Fools, ( for ſo the Wiſe-man calls 
'them that Make a Mock of Sizm: ) 
'that have ſatd 1 thetr Hearts that 
Ithere is 20 God 5, Or that the Scripture 
'is not his VVord. Their Dif-reſpe& 
*tothe Scripture ſpringing from their 
| «Vanity 
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© Vanity,not their Incredulity. TheyaÞ® 
© fect Singularity,for want ot any thinff®” 
* elſe than is Singular : and finding 
©chemlclves Strong Deſires of Caſs 
© ſpicuouſncſs , with ſmall Abilities ** 
* Artain it, they. are Refolv'd wid 
* Eroſtratus , that Fir'd D:ana's Temp jure 
*ro be Talk'd of for having done foÞ® 
© ro Acquire that Confiderablenels b 
*rheir Sacrilege, whichthcy muſt De?! 
© ſpair of from their Parts. . And infſP® 
© deed there want not many who hav" 

*ſo Little Wir, as ro Cry up all thiff 
*fort of People for Great Wits. And 
© as Withees , whilſt they arc ſound 
* crow Unregarded Trees 3 bur whenfſ*® 
© they once are Rotten , Shine 1n the ot 
Night : ſo many of theſe Pretenders of 
© whilſt they were not very ProphaneÞ®? 
©wecre ( and that juſtly .) eſteemed ian 
© very Dull ; bur now that their Pars"! 
*are abſolurely Corrupted and Per- wr 
© verted, they grow Confpicuous,. only 
< becauſe they are grown Depravd |" 
© And I ſball make bold ro contin D 
© che Compariſon a little further , and] 
© Obſerve , thar as this Rotten Wood Y 
© Shines bur in the Night ; ſo many d b 
©cheſe Pretenders paſs for Virs but { 
- amongſt chem that are nor Truly ks 
| (0, 


- b 1 


for Perſons Really Knowing , can 
' thillafily Diſtinguiſh betwixr char which 
ing £125 che Title of Wir from our 

0dgments , and thatWhich but Ap- 
tics ears ſuch tro our Corruptions: And 
widthow often the Diſcourſe we Cen- 
-mpl{ire 15 of the Latter ſort , they need 
© ſo þ0t be Inform'd that have Obſerv'd, 
f; tow Many will Talk very Accepta- 
- DeÞy in Derogationof Religion, whom 
4 irJipon other SubjeRs, their Parrialleſt 
hafriends acknowledge very Dull ; and 
| :;J#ho are taken Norice of for Perſons 
Angſtar ſeldome ſay any thing VVell, 
ungſbut what 'ris Ill ro ſay. And Que- 
herffftionlefs there is no Small Number 
Fo theſe Scorners, whoſe Cenſures 
rs, of che Scriptures Style are little leſs 
ne,{Guilry of Preſumption than Pro- 
nedfeneneſs. I have of late Years mer 
arc{with Divers ſuch Vain Pretenders , 
{who bluſh not to Talk of Rhetorick 
n[{=ore Magiſterially than Areſtotle or 
74 Fully would ; and ſuperciliouſly to 
wmefDeride , in Compariſon of their 
nifown V Vritings and their's who , 
off Write like them, nor the Bible only, 
offhur-che Moſt Venerated Authors of 
ur Antiquity 3 and, to uſe Aſaph's 


Words 5 They ſpeak Loftily, theyſet Pial. 73. 
ol | © theey 5» 9: 
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x82 Conſoaerations touching the SHE 
* therr Momh againſt the Heaveis , ufſvi9 
. ©therr Tongue walketh thorow the Earth | 
© they ſpeak FFrogantly and Cenſaſi 
© ouſly both of God and Men ; whil M; 
© rhemſelves oftentimes Underitand of 
©Tongue bur their Mother's 3 and aff 
© Strangers enough to Rhetorick, nd 
*ro know the Difference betwixt 
© Trope and a Figure, betwixt a Pri 
© {ſopopaea and a Metaphorc , or bt 
© rwixt a Climax and a Mctonymyi 
© Nor is our Wonder likero ceaſe , tC 
© ind rhcſe Tranfcendent Wits, ( aff 
© chey are plcal'd to think themſelves, 
*{o Undervalue the Scripture, by Con! 
© {idering the Rare Compoſures the 
© Deſpiſc it for : thcſe beingCommon 
© ly no other than ſom2 Drunken Son 
*or Paltry Epigram , ſome Fawninf 
©Love-letrer, or ſonic ſuch other flaſhÞ wi 
© Trifle, that doth much more argue: 
© Deprcſſ*d Soul, than an Elcvate 
© Fanſy. Some of thefe Gallants byÞN 
© their Tavern-Songs, uſe the Mulewi 
© like Anchovees, only ro Entice Menf'W! 
©to Drink : . Another with more So * 
©lemnity and Applauſe, makes tio 
© Muſes ( what the French call Y the 
<Confidents of his Amours ; Prob 
©ſtitutes his Wit tro Evince atid on 
| © praf 
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of the H, Scriptures, 
 Ftrate the Defeat of his Reaſon, and 
Fever conſidering how apt Self-Love 
makes us ro Magnifie any thing that 
iFMagnifies us, is Proud to have Wit 
F:ſcrib'd him by as Brib'd as Incom- 
'retent Judges of it 3 and takes it for 
ns High a Proof as Deltrable a Fruicr 
ix Fof Eloquence , to Perſwade a Vain 
: Prof Miltrcfs that She 1s Handſome and 
Ador'd, to whom 'twere Eloquence 
indeed to be able to perſwade the 
Contrary. Divers of the Jewes are 
'wont ro Mcntion the Names of De- 
cecaled Sinners, with that Brand ta- 
ken our of the Proverbs, May the 
of Name of the wicked Rot ; bur as the 
nonFfilthicſt Swine aftcr their Dearth are 
Sorfalred , and the Gammons made of 
ninFtheir Fleſh , are ſerv'd in, all Stuck 
aſh with Bayes ; ſo Divers that have 
ueFLiv'd Notorious Epicures , have roo 

atFolren afrer their Death, not only rheir 

5 blſNames Salted (not toſay Embaim'd) 

with flattcring Epitaphs, and ( I 

wiſh, ſeldomer, as flattering) Funeral 
SF Srmons ; bur have their Drunken. 
thor Luſtfull Rimes Extoll'd with ſuch 

th#Elogies by their ſurviving Reſem- 

roF'blers, [that not only Good Chrittians 

z|cF'but Good Poets cannor but Grieve. 
rar P © and 
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* and Bluſh , thus ro ſee Baycs, thafiv\ 
© ſhould be. Appropriared to , - andſſatt 
© Crown that Hceav'nly Gift call'dfſep 
* Poetry, when Mindfull of irs Dig-WAr 
© nity and Extraction, ir Endears toute 
* by our Fanſy's, lruths that ſhouldſſioi 
© have an Influence on our AﬀeSions,ſſ 
© (by cloarhing Exccllent Thoughts infſÞnd 
© Suitable and Winning Dreſles ) Pro-W 
© ſftirured and Degraded tro make 
© Wreaths for thoſe , who have no 
© better Title ro them , than a few Scn-(ſei 
<ſual Rimes , where the Didtares offi 
* Horace arc as little Covform'd toas 
© the Example of Datid ; and thefſh 
© Laws of the Art, little Icfs Violatedſcl 
© than thoſc of Religion. *Ti1s pleaſanÞo 
*ro Obſerve in how many of ſuchÞ6r 
© Copies of Verſes, the Themes ap-Ftin 
© pear to have been made to the Con-Þ- 
*ceits, not the Conceirts for theſe: 
© Themes ; how often the Words arc|þeal 
* not fo Properly the Cloaths of theFl 
© Matter , as the Matter the Stuffing ofÞdi 
* the Words ; how frequently Sub-F| 

_ ©lime Non-ſenſe paſſes. for Sublime 1 


*Wit; and (though, according to 

* my Notion of it , that is indeed TruePc 
* Wit, which 'tis more cafie ro Une: 
* derſtand, than *cis not to Admire it, JW: 
; &« how * 


Þ} of the B, Seripture, 


tha Fhow commonly Conful'd Notions, 
andſÞaod Abortive or Unlick'd : Conce- 
all'detions arc in Exotick Language, or 
Dig-JAmbiguous Expreſſions, exposd to 
route Uncertain Adoption of the Cour- 
ouldffrous Readers which the Writers are 
ons, fmboldned to expc& Favourable, by 
r5 infſlnding Men once Thought ( whether 
Pro-ffelervedly or otherwiſe ) Lofty 
aake(VVits, ro have ſo often the lifck of 
» noÞarrors , and 'of thoſe thar Talk in 

Sen-Fſeir ſleep, who arenot feldome Un- 
s offerſtood by orhers, when they do 

04s GUnderfland themſelves. And ve- 

they much of Kin to - their Verſes 1s 

ated ſlcir Proſe. For though I am farr 
lantſÞfom denying that thoſe. that have 
uchſire of Wir ,- may expreſs Some of . 
ap-ftinan Addreſs to a Great Man , or 
on-Þ-\riting to a Miſtreſs 3 yet as 
their ſuch Prophanc Perſons I am now 
archeaking of , who. rather would: be 
theBhought Wits, than Areſo,'ris caſic 
> ofÞdiſcern , that very many of their 
ub-Snoſt as much Flarrer'd, as Flatter- 
meſLerters of Love andComplement, 
roÞtebur Prologues-to; and Paraphra- 
rueÞBef che Subſcription ( Your humble 
Infant, ) Though Love be Univer- 
, )$ thought 'ro make the Phanſic. 
owP © P 2 « ſoar, 
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© ſoar;,--( Lovers like ceel'd Pidgeon 'R 
© flying the Higher for having beef 
© Blinded ) and though even the VVileaſ® 
© obſerve,thar,likeV Var which is wot 


© as: well to Raife Soldiers of. Fort 
© 25 toRuinc Men of Fortune , Low: 
* warms. and Elevates Leſſer V Vw 
* though it roo often Infaruate thi}, 
© Gregt ones ': Ycta V Vitty Lady dif 
© not Tcruple to-ſay frequently , 'thaf 
© Give her bur leave to barr hall 
© ſcore: V Vords , *{uch as ſhe pleaf' dif} 
< name, and ſhe would under 
©to Spoyl all the finc Letters of 0 
* Amorous Gallants. I applaud nd 
* the Severity of this Lady 3 and thi 
* her Challenge relliſhes as much 
© Vanity as Skill 3 bur yer, to cxprayj 
© the ſenſe of theſe few VVords, [fl 
© defire You ſhould think'l can Vn 
©well;:am a Civil Perſon , and Yol 
< humble Servant, |] being the Dr ;$ 
© and Subſtance of moſt of theſe Cer © 
©*monial Papers ;.theſe ( oftentimes 
© Fedions as Servile.) Amplificatd 
© with-all their Empry Multiplictty 
© Fitic words,do bur, like Market-pyy ; 
©*/1e,”'pay a Piece in Twenty Shilling 
*In-Wits nor bleſfd with falid RF. 
*fonand Learning, ( thatis ».in uy - 


> 


kt Yo of the H, Scriptures, 
geon Readers ) Phanſie being the Predo- 
"bee minant Faculty., makes them relliſh 
NithoſeWrirings Moſt where Fanſy un- 
wor tivall'd reigns. And therefore, though 
YI dare not ſay ,- rhat it requires no 
Loy Great Parts for thoſe to Write high 
Vu and Acceptable Complemanits , that 
e th{think nothing fit to be endeavour'd 1n 
iy i Complements, but to make rhem Ac- 
thafſ{ceprable by making them High e- 
1alf $'nough '; ( Flarttcry and Prophane- 
£dif'nefs ſeeming” in fich Compoſures 
ria what. Spors are in Leopards , Ble- 
f of miſhes that made a Grear' part of 
4 nd their Beaury ) or for a Flartercr to 
thin} perſwade thoſe Vain Perſons thar 
< 4 will- readily Believe a man, even 
I*whcn he doth nor Believe himfelt : 
\ ({yes fure it gives much Latitude 
Vi and Liberty to a'Vritcr, not to be 
Yaſſ*Obliz'd to Beheve whar he Sayes,not 
Driff *Say bur what hethinks either Vill be 
4 or Ought to be Believed, And true- 
154 1y, they that exerciſe th-ir Pens on ei- 
of mer fort of Themes ( 1 mean thoſc tizat 
ty require onely New or Pleaſing Phan- 
Ez? i; Mm 
oe} ©cies and Smooth-Lang"agc;and thoſe 
ing ©thar require Learning and Know- 
Rg {ledge pertinently and handſomely ex- 
fp threlt ) do » I doubrnor, find-ir much 
fa P 3 « ets 
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C0B[LACYUL1018 FORCWINS Fe ST fie 
© leſs difficult for Writers to Deligh, 
* where: they propoſe. themſelves ng 
* Higher end. and fcruple at nothing 
* they judge Conducive to rharInfericr 
6 one; than to Pleaſe, where to Do fp 
©js bur a Subordinate End, which men 
*allow not themſelves neither the uſe 
© of all proper means to attain 3 nor do 
© I queſtion bur ſuch Perſons find it 
*far more Eaſic to write Acceptabl 
© on Subjects, where they.arc nor ty'dto 
5 ſpeak either Reaſon or Truth ; thanto 
© write Well on a Theme where men 
*are Confin'd to write nothing but 
* what they judge Ulſcfull and what 
© they can make Good 3 as-.confide- 
© ring that they may be calPd. to Ac- 
*compt by Men for what they pub- 
©liſh ; if not by God. both for ther 
© own Time and that of their Rea- 
© ders, And indeed when | compare the 
* moſt Applauded Trifles of theſe Un- 
© deryaluers of the Scripture Style,with 
© che Celebrating Diſcourſes of it &- 
*rant in the Learned Writings 
© St. Auſtrz, St. Hierom, Tertullian,Li- 
* antius, Chryſoftom,. Mirandula and 0 
©thers, whole penetrant and powerfull 
© Arguments. defeat. not God's . Ene- 


% f , 


*mics, as Samſon did the Philiſtines 
25 $7. <« with - 


ighe, {with a Jaw-bone of an Aſs, nor as 
S nol} {Shamgar withan Ox-goad, ( I mean Jud.3.31 
hingſ with blunt and deſpicable Weapons) 

cricrf] but as Elzas did with fire from Hea- » King, z. 
Jo ſoffven < and whole Apologetical Defen- '*: 
menſ*ces of the ſgyritual Feruſalem are glit- 
 uſeÞ*tcring and FOlid,, as the Wall of the 

rdofſf Heavenly Hreruſalem is deſcrib'd to 

d itÞ*be of Faſper, and the Foundarions of 
ablyJ*the Wall garniſhcd with all manner ,,_ _ 
diofſ*of Pretious ſtones : when 1 compare v. 10. x8, 
ntoFfI ay, the Compoſurcs of our Frothy 39 
menÞ*Cenſurcrs with thoſe of the Sacred 
buÞ*Orators 3 me thinks I difccrn fuch 

hat J*a Difference betwixt them, as 1 have 

de- F*obſerv'd berwixt thole juſtly admir'd_. 

\c-F* Statutes. I have ſeen in the Capitol , 
ub-J and the. Larger ſort of Babys that we 
cif find in chcExcliange : for the Former, 
e+ {| beſides their Vaitacls, are ſo recom- 
the *mended by tne Worth and Perma- 
In- Z *nency of their Matter , the Excel- 
th *lency of the Workmanſhip, and the 
x-*Nobleneſs of what they repreſent , 
d I that they arc Moſt priz'd by the Beſt 
I Artiſts, and Time is not onely unable 
> | *ro Conſume them , bur ſtill Encrea- 
I *ſes Men's value of them $; whereas the 
{| *Latter are little Trifles ſcarce welcom 
Oo 
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*to any But Children in Underſtand. ak 
it 


"ing, and Admird only for a Gawdy 
* Effeminate Dreſs, which wil! quick- 
© ly cither be Sully'd or Worn outz&a 
© Faſhionablencls which within a ſhor 


© while will perhaps kb Ridiculous fi 
© But ſuppoſing at length, that the Pro. ſſ 


© phane Aſpirer ſhould be ſo Lucky, or 
© ſo Succeſsfull , ( for Happy I cannot 
© think ithas to atrain the ſo Criminally 
© courted Noredneſs, yet will he have 
© no great cauſe to Boalt the Purchaſe, 
* when he ſeriouſly conſiders, Thar 
© the Devil, who ſeduces Other ſinners 
like Men, with Currcnt Coyn or 
ſparkling Jewels : ( ſomething thar 
© either Advantages their Intereſts, or 


© Delights their Senſes ; ) hath envez: F' 
fled him,like a Child, with a VV hiſt I 
c 


e 3 a Trifle that only pleaſcs with 
*©a tranſient and empty ſound ; and, 


*'That Fame is a Blefling only in Re- | 
<lation to the Qualities , and the Per- I 


* ſons that give it : ſince otherwiſethe 
© Tormented Prince of Devils himſelf 
* were as Happy as he is Miſcrable;and 
© Famouſneſs unattended with Endear- 
*ing Cauſes, is a Quality ſo Undefira- 
* ble, that cven Infamy and Folly can 
© confer it. As AHomas 15 little lels 
&« talk'd 


ſe We of the Ha. Scriptures. 
1nd. Falk'd of than Homer ; the Unjuſt P;- 
wdy Fl is more Famous than  Ariftzdes 
ick. ihe Juſt 3 and Barabbas his Name is 
8 4 FignallyRecorded in Scripture,where- 


NOrt 
OUs, 


oY | 
he 


$ the Penitent Thief is left Unmen- 
ion'd, Andſure the higheſt Favors 
hat Applauſe can impart,and the Be- 
ng (though never ſo loudly ) cry*d 
p for a Wit , will hardly fo repair 
the Puniſhment of Prophaneneſs, but 
that it's wretched Sufferer will find 
bur Small Satisfa&tion in having his 
Name Celebrated in other -Books , 
whilſt ir is Blotred out -of that of 
Life. And as for thoſe { you know 
who I mean ) tharaſpiring to Poſt- 
hume Glory , endeavour to acquire 
it by Irreligious Writings , deſtina- 
ted note ſee the Light rill their Au- 
thors be gone to the Region of Dark- 
neſs $ I cannot but admire to ſee an 


'Ambitton that proje@s beyond the 
'Grave , ſtep ſhort of Heaven : and 


cannot - but think thoſe VVits the 


if Greateſt Fools, who totempr Praiſes 
id F'they ſhall never Hear, provide them- 
r- [elves Torments that they ſball ever 
- Feel. For though Prophaneneſsby thoſe 


n [\thar are gwlty of it be too often 
ſe they 
© look - 


s 


thought but a Small fin, becau 
1 


Fude yerſ, 
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£ look upon it bur as aVerbal one, of are | 
£ I could calily repreſent it nnder anc "wh 


©ther Notion, it I would .here RFÞfCl 
© peat what I have Diſcourld rouchFted 
© ing Indulgence to Repuredly Smulfſf Ve 
© and Verbal Sinns in another Pape 
©from which , though I will notno 
© tranſcribe any thing, yer I canng 
© bur wiſh it- were well conſider 
© kow Affronting Specches concernin: 
© God's wordare like to be look'd up 
© on in that Great Day, when ( to bor 
© row St. Fade's terms ) The Loyd ſhal 
come with ten thouſands of his 


© SatutS, to Execute Fudgement 


upon 


eall, and to Corvince all that a 
© #ngoaly among them ( nor only ) « 
Colt their Ungodly Deeds which th 
© have Ungodly Committed ; ( but ) al- 


© ſo of all their hard Speeches whit 
© #ngodly Sinners have ſpoken againf 
* him. And indeed theſe preſumed 
© Peccadillos,. though oftentimes in 
© Health and Proſperity they appear 
© not tous to blemiſh much our Con: 
* ſciences, yet when in our Diſtreſſes, 
© or at the Approaches of Death God 
* comes, as the Prophet ſptaks , to 
© ſearch Men's Hearts as it were with 


fCandles, and puniſh the Men 


that 
cc are 


Mt 
(for 
Wl 
WW 
(wt 
'be 


9p" - of the H. Scriptures. 
e, elf ge ſetled upon their Lees 5 ( which 
 anoÞ'whileſt a Liquor is, it may look 
> RFClear , and be taken for Defcca- 
ouchÞted , bur a little Agitation of the 
Mmalff Veſſel ſtrait makes it Troubled and 
ape Muddy ) they appear in a Terrifying 
nowfform. For as Paper written upon 
Inno with Juyce of Lemons, may wear 
Jer dF White ( the Livery of Innocence ) + 
ning whilett *ris kept from the Fire ; bur 
up-F'being Held to it, Black Limes do pre- 
borF'ſently appear : fo out of many Con- 
ſbalFſciences that ſeem Clear in Proſperi- 
his'ty , the Fire of Adverſity draws out 
vorf*the Latent Blackneſſes, and makes ns 
arfread things Undiſcern'd there before. 
) fff And Qucſtionleſs, It , as the Scrip- 


the*rurc informs us, there are Sins whole g,,. ,. 


 o:F*Cry is able to reach Heavenz ſo Loud «:. 
Ja Crime as the Prophaneneſs I am 
Hh row ſpeaking of, is likely ro do more 
nedF*chan VVhiſper there z eſpecially ſince 
Init 15, much: to be fear'd, that many 
car] *of theſe: Sroffers ( as they ſeem to be 
2n-J*calld inthe Scripture (2 Pet. 3.3. and 
S,f* Jadeverl, 17, 18. ) which they bear 
od * Witneſs To, by Cavilling Atit) do 
to] © Rebel agatust the Light,& Kick agatnſt 
th] *the pricks of their own Conſciences ; 
#0 ſuch a Crime, I ſay,will be ſofar from 
Whiſpering in Heaven, that it will 

; ra- 
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* rather give an Alarm that will rowjnj 


© up provoked Juſtice ; whoſe Inflidi 
© ons 4 like Stones tumbled down fron 
© the Towers of an Aſſanlted Placeth 
* Longer they are in Falling on men, 
© the more Fatally they Opprels them 

© in which regard perhaps , the Feet 


Rer.1.15. © our Saviour inthe Apocalypſe are de- 
© ſcribed to be like unto Fine Braſs, as 


© if they burned , or glowcd ina Fur- 
© nace ; to intimate, that though he be 


© very Slow in his march to Deltroy thef 


© Wicked, yet he is as Sure, when once 
© he pleaſes to tread them under foot, 
©tro Cruſh and Conſume rhem. lt 
©there be no Injury that more Exaſpe- 
© rares than Contempt , nor no Con- 
© tempt that more Provokes than that 
© which offends Dire&ly and Imme- 
© diately (the Afﬀeronters thereby pro- 
*claming that they are neither A- 
© ſham'd nor Afraid of Angering) how 
- ©Provoking may we think that Crime 
© which makes God the Subje@ of our 
_ © Derifion ; and that with ſo LittleGir- 
* © cuition,as to abuſe that VVord,which 
© heſo ſolemnly declar'd his Mind by 
©to Mankind?Plutarch,co Manifeſt how 
© much ſome Idolaters did more In- 
©cenſe the Deity than ſome*Atheiſts, 
© te/ls us,he ſhould eſteem. himſelf Les 


&©1n 


o- 


(hi 
(On 
(Fe 


(Sa 


ye oo of theH, criptuyes, 


rowinjur'd by,the Man that ſhould Doubt 
flidiFor Deny that there was ever any ſuch 
 fronfÞ-Man as Plutarch ; than by him that 
ce,th*thould Afhrm that there was ſuch a 
meng'one indeed , bur that he was an Old 
cm F'Fellow , that us'd, like the Poets 
ct of Saturn, to Devour his Children ; and 
e de-J* was guilty of thoſe other Crimes 
s, as *!mputed. by the Heathen: to their 
Fur Gods. Upon a like Account we may 
© bÞ* eſteem God Leſs Provok'd by their 
) the *Ulnbelief that Doubt or Rejc& the 
onceſ «Scripture , than by their Prophane- 
oot,N © nels that make ſo Sacrilegiouſly bold 

ty <with ic ; ſince the Latter impure to 
(ef © God the Enditing of whar' they en- 
0n-F «deavour to make men think fit to 
ary < have Sport made with ir. This of 
ne'F *Prophaneneſs is ſo Empty and Un- 
rf <profitable a Sinn , that it ſcarce gets 
AJ <the Practiſcr any thing bur an 111 
WF ©£ Name amongſt Good Men upon 
meſ © Earth, anda Worſe Place amongſt 
uwJ < Bad Men in Hell ; by making his En- 
-j ©quty to Piety ſo Malicious & ſo Diſ- 
MP} < intereſted , that he will endeavour 
Jf fro do' Religion, Harm , though it 
WI] <be to do Himſelf no good, He is 
If <(ucha Volunteer Sinner, that he hath 
| <neither the Wit nor the Excuſe of 
5 declining his Conſlcietice in Coe 


> 
= aw. 6 
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Rom, 14, 
C9. 


<ment to his Senfes : and'thongh he 
© ever makes bur an 11] Bargain , that 
*gets in Hell ro Bcot, yer thoſe 1 
© would Reclaim , come far ſhort of 
* the Comparative VWiſdome of their 


© Folly , who to gain So Conſiderable F 


© (though ycr over-purchas'd) a Poleſ- 
ſion as the Whole World; ſhould 
part with their own Souls, And 
© {ure a Sinn that is Injurious to God's 
* Glory, and is apt to Subverr ( what 
© He and Good Men Prize nexr. ) the 
© dearly purchas'd, immortal , and in- 
© valuable Souls of Men ; and to De- 
© itroy them for whom Chriſt Dyed ; 


© will not by being Verbal be Prote- | 


* &ed from bcing Hainous : and to 
© thoſe that Practiſe it, I ſhall recom- 
© mend the Larter halt of rhe. Epiſtle of 
© Fude ; which though it ſeem Proper- 
*ly rorclare tothe Gnoſticks, or Car- 
© pocratians of his Time, will deſerve 


* a trembling Attention from thoſe 
© chatrevive the ſins there Condemned, 
*1n Ours ; and-who would do well by 
© Seaſonably conſidering the Fate there 
© threatned to their Predeceſſors, to 


© Tremble at rheir Crime. Bur for 


© Fear of Loſing it , I ſhall nor ſpend 
© more Time in cndeavouring to; Diſ- 


- abuſe our Scorners 3 whom I ſhould, 


Conſiderations touching the Style 


<« have | 


Toy 


k of the H. Scriptures. 

h tefftave ict ro the Quiet Enjoyment 

tha $f their unenv1'd Self-admuration ; 

ſe I had nor their Deſpizing the Scripture 

t of fupon a Preſumprtion of their own 

heir FMatchleſs Wir , ( like Feroboam that 

wble Fforlook that Incomparable Structure, 

Teſ. Fthe Temple, where God did fo Glo- 

uld Friovily and Peculiarly Manifcſt him- 

Ind F{eltro Men 5 ro Worthip Calves of 

d's Fhis own making, I K:zg. 12.28, 32.) 

hat FEngag'd me, in Conformity ro the 

he FWiſe-man's Counſel in ſuch Cafes, 
n- Fo eArfwer the Fool according to his Proverbs 
- [Folly , Teſt be be Wiſe tn his own Cone *%:5- 

' , Fett : for my Reproofs are addreſt to 

e- Fthoſe call'd Wits, bur as they are 

tw FTraducers or Underyvaluers the 

+ F Scripture 3 not as they either Pre- * 

of Ftend to, or Enjoy, a Quality, which I 

ry (have the Juſtice ro Eſteem , though 

. [not the Happineſs to Pofleſs : and An ap- 
e [which my Value for Ir, and my Cha- Jndix © 
| (.* £ TOr INET 
> Friry for Men, makes me Troubled to pigeeti- 
\ [ſee Arrogared by many thar Want ony.invi- 
; Fit ; and by roo many that Have it, 5 04 


. ['the SanQuary : in Afſerting and _ ther, 
p < bel. 


'Proftiruted to Gratifie other People's wirty 
'Pride,or their own Luſts. How-much <2 *0 
ns Þ - - make a- 
(happier were it for Perſons of Choice mends for 
'Parts to employ them, as Bezaleel and rhe Pro- 


*Aboliab did Theirs, in working: for 9p*oencl 


of anos 


Da 


Exod, 23, 
33495, &C. 


I, 12, 
$.- 


Conſiderations touching the Sigle ge 

© belliſuing Divinity > The StruQurdſue 
© will not alone deſerve the Skilfulkf f 
© Hand ; but though it rcje& nor Goar#* 
© hair,and colour'd Badger's skins, willffihe 
© admit not onely Purple and FingPer 
<Twincd Linnen, bur Gold, Silver,andzc 
© Prectous ſtones : the Richeſt Orna.ſuov 
© ments that Learning and Eloquence60 
© can Grace Theology with , being naſf(0: 
© onely Merired by that Heavenly ſub-ſfett 
© jet , bur being Applicable to it, a;Fj® 
© much to their Own Advantage as toffpla 
© that of their Theme. We ſee howſſ/t 
© Ambitious men arc to leave a Good fa 
© Name behind them, and appear intheſ#% 
© Habir of Virtue to their Own andſf# 
* After times, - Witneſs the Ari-$: 
© fices and Hypocrific men generally 
* Veyl,or Diſguize their Sins wich;andſPs 
©rhe Flattering Epitaphs , with which « 
©{o many Virtious Perſons endeavour Fc 
© to conveigh themſelves ro the Good Fc 
© Opinion of Poſtcrity. Now they that ple 
© write Piouſly as, well as Handſomly, ['W: 
* have the advantage of getting them- Al 
* {elves the Reputation as well of Vir-£® 
©ruous as of Able men ,. and befides 0 
* thar Double Recompence may expea]M 
*a Third, (Tranſcending both)in Heas q 
© ven 3 where They. thar ( in che Trueſ# 
© Scripture ſenſe:) be wiſe, ſhall ſhine 1 
| ths 


Quite 4rigbtne ff of the Firnament ," and 
ullf þ that turn many to Righteouſneſs , 
cars the Stars for ever aid ever. *Tis 
; willffthe gencral Complaint and Griet of 
FineFPerfons \trucly Zealous , that there 
andre many more Wits and Grandces 
rna-flnow-adayes, who , by Perverting 
enceFGod's Gifts to the Service of Idols 
> nor{( of Pride or Pleaſure ) of their own 
{ub-Fſetting up , reſemble the Degenerate 
\ sffewiþ Church, of whom God com- 


15 toffplains by Hoſea, that ſhe d:d ot know Ho. 2. 8. 


howFibat He gaue ber the Corn and Wine 
ood fwd Oy! , aad muluplyed ber Silver 
thefad her Gold which they prepared 
andffor 5aal 3 than that , ( by an humble 
ri-FPcdication of their Choiceſt Abili- 
allyſfics ro God's ſervice ) imitate holy 
andFPauid and his Princes 3 who having 
ich|Conſecrated their Gold and Silver 


of the H, Scriptures. as 


our and Precious ones, towards the En- * Clror. 


"0d Fiiching and Embellcſhing of cheTem- _ 


hat ple , .Pcrtum'd that Vaſt Offering 
ly, Fwich chis Acknowledgment to God 5 


wn have we gtuen thee. Bur though 
now I know divers Great Pcrſons 
and Great Wits amongſt us,who,ve- 


FA 
4 
th 


_— 


Q * thoſe 


unmindfull of that Text, what ha#t i ©::, 4. 
that thou didit net recerve , like 7s 


All things come of thee and thine y.c 54 
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© thoſe Ungratefull Clouds that Ot 
© {cure the Sun that Rais'd them , Op- 
* poſe the Glory of that God who Elke 
* vated them to that Height 3 yet I d 
© not ablolurely Deſpair, thar as God*; 
* hath been pleal'd to make uſe of fe4 
* veral Royal Pens for the Tracing & 
* his Werd, and to make a Perfo 
© Learncd in all rhe Wiſdome of the 
© Egyptians , his Firſt Secretary : ſohi 
© will one day engage borh the Gran 
© dees and the VVits to ſtrive to Ex 
* piate by their Devotion and Service 
* ro the Scripture, the Injurics that: 
© religious Parts and Greatneſs havd 
© done it. I will not tell you T heophilu 
* that an EarlyStudy of Religion woul 
* gain to 1ts Party, moſt of thoſe mY} 
*ny Wits that will be ſure to con 
* rend for whatever Opinion is expre 
*{cd by the Witticſt things they a 
* ſay. ButlI willtell you, that apayſ* 
* ticular Conſideration that makes mQ* 
* wiſh ro ſee Witty Writers mot 
Re employ their Pens on tiff 
© behalf of Religion, is, that the Ser 


xd .- ; 

-1a-chia- © vices they do 1t,Endear it to them: fe 
-e1:j, nel ©®as Macchriavel ſmartly obſerves, &1 
libro del C 

Princi- © he Love of Parents and Nurſes {+ 


p<,e,2, © Children may Evince 5 La natarads, 


6c of 


of the H, Scriptures. ' 
al; haomm e , coſs obligaſi per lt bene- 
MI * ferz che efſe fanmo , come per quells che 
eſe r1ceVozo, Tt is Natural to Men, 
'to be as well Engag'd by the Kind- 
*ncfles rhcy do , as by thoſe they Re- 
OneF*ccive. And for the Encouragement 
ng OJ* of rhe Poſicflors of Great Parts to 
erloſ* Employ them on Religious Themes , 
= ehſ*ſuch as the Holy Scripture ; I ſball 
fo J* Repreſent to them, thar even that Im- 
-ranJ* mortality of Name which Worldly 
 ExJ* Writers ( for the Moſt Part) ſolely 
rvicg*Aim at 3 is not by Pious Writers 
at lrFLeſs Found for being Laſt Sought : 
harJ*their Theme Contracts not their 
bilu* Fame by a true Diminurtion, bur only 
oud*by Compariſon to a Greater Good : 
MiF*their Looking upon their Own Glory 
conf bur as an Acceſſion to God's, not 
prg*Hindring Others from Prayſing that 
/ alf*Wirand Eloquence they Praiſe God 
PaJ*wich ; as Beaury made it ſelf Admi- 
S MFfrers, though in Veſtals; and a Rare - 
ng Voice may Raviſh us with a Plalm 3 
1 U*or as the Jewels that Adorn'd it, 
SJ*fhone with their VWonted Luſter on 
: {oY ©-Aar0r7s Breaſt-Plate. Yes, as God- 
6" Hines is Profitable unto all things , ha- x Tim. &, 
S rg Promiſe of the Life that now 15 , #. 
100% and of that which is to come ; and as the 
©g! " _ Qz2 *© Hanared 


202 


Mark 10. 


39, 


x Per. 5. 


© Hundred-fold now in this time, is 
© very Conliſtent wich the Eternal Life 
© 1# theWorld to come 5 SO 1s it very 
© Poſſible for the ſame Pious VVriter to 

© have his Name VV ritten , at once in 

©both thoſe Immortal Books of Life 

© and Fame ; and, ( like the Inſpir'd 
© Poet, Holy David, ) wear as well 

© Here a Crown of Lawrel, as Here- 
6 after, TYv &{cgo.TVOY Ths 99Eus 5a, 
« that Uniading Crown of Glory Saint 
© Peter ſpeaks of. And though we are 
©too Gencraily now a Dayes grown 

© fo Sinfull, thar we Scarce Relliſh any 

© Compoture that Endeavours to Re- 

© claim us from being fo 3 yer Lels 
© Licentious and More Diſcerning 
© Times, ( which may be, perhaps, ap- 
© proaching ) will Repair the Omiſſi 
© ons and Faſtidiouſneſs of the Pre- 
*fent, by an Eminent Gratitude to 
* the Names of thoſe , that have La- 
© kour'd ro Tranſmit to others , in the 
© Handfomeſt Dreſs they Durſt give 
© them ,, the Truths themſelves moſt 
*Valu'd. AndI1Obſerve,that though 
© Solomoz himſclt , delivered ſo many 
* Thouſand Songs and Proverbs , and 
*che Nature of Beaſts, Birds , Rep- 
«rilcs, and Fiſhes, together with the 
| c Hiſtory 
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(Hiſtory of Plants from the Cedar of 
6 Lebanon, ' even to the Hyſop that ſpria- \ King, 4, 
foeth out of the wall : yer thoſe three 3132-33: 
fonly :Treatifes , defign'd Peculiarly 
(for the Inſtruction of the Church , 
© Survive their loſt Companions. And 
as Antiently the Harma which the 
*Ifraclites gathered ro Employ in their 
{Domeſtick Uſes, laſted not Unpu- 
*trify'd above a Day or Two 3 bur 
*that which they Lay'd up in rhe San- 
* tuary to Perperuate or yecure God's 
*Glory, continu'd whole Ages Uncor- 
*rupted : ſo the Books Written to 
(ſerve our Private turns of Intereſt or Exod. 16, 
© Fame, are oftentimes Short-liv'd ; v% 29- 
© when thoſe conſecrated ro God's 3? *** 
© Honour, are, for that Ene's ſake , 
*Vouchſat'd a Laitingneſs and kept 
from Periſhing. And thoſe many 
© Dull and Uneloquent Glofſes and 
* Expolitious of the Anticnt Jews , 
* that the Merit of their Theme hatn 
©preſery'd for ſo many Ages, may 
© aflure us , that the Scripture doth of- 
*ten make their Names and Vritings 
© that 11luſtrate it, Partakers of its own 
* Prerogarive of Immortality. Not to 
* Mention that ( according to that of ,, 
© the Plalmiſt, 7 have more #nderſtan- gg, 


Q3 i dtig 


Ma:. 25, 
28. 


Verſe in- 
cluſively, 


13, 14, 
&c 


"_ 3 


Iohn 5. to 


the Temh © he who employ'd ſome Few Cups of 


1 King. 7, 


: dug than all my Teachers ; becaufs 
©(D) thy Teſttmontes are my Meditg- 
© tation) ſuch an Employment of Parts 
© dothi oftentimes Invite God to. En- 
© creaſe them 3 as he that had Moſi 
© Talents committed to him , for Ilm- 
© roving them to his Lord's Service, 
© was Truſted with More of them and 


< his Wine to Entertain our Saviour, 
< had whole Veſlcls of his V Vater 
<rurn'd into Bettcr V Vine. Certainly, 


© Tranſcendent V its, when once they | 


© Addict themſelves ro Theological 
© Compoſures, Improve and Grace 
© moſt Exccllently Themes fo ca- 
© pable of Being ſo Improvid. They 
© need ſmall Time to Signalize rheir 


© Pens 5 for Poſlcling alrcady in a . 


< Sublime Degree all the Requilites 
*and Appropriates of Rare Writers, 
<rhey need but Apply that Choice 
© Knowledge and Charming Elo- 
© quence to Divine Subjes, ro handle 
*chem to Admiration 3 as Hiram tuc- 
<ceſsfully of'd the Skil he had Lcarn- 
© in Tyre , in the Building and Ador- 
ning of God's Temple ; and Fephthah 
« Victoriouſly Employ'd the Military 
* Gallantry and Art that had _ 

« him 


auſs 


the F, Scriptures. 


him Conſiderable in the Land of T4, 


2ta- F'in Detending the Cauſe, and Defea- Tudg, 11.) 


arts 
En- 
loft 
m- 
- F 
1nd 
of 


ting the Enemies of God, Of this 
[Truth the Frimitive Times afford us 
(Numerous and Noble Inſtances ; 
but eſpecially that Stupendious V Vir 
(Saint Auſtin, (whom I dare Oppote , 
to any of the Wits that have Dar'd to 
© oppoſe the Scripture ) the Producti- 
ons of whoſe Wit in his Unregene- 
[rare State , and after his Converſion 
to the Carholick Faith and Piety , 


J oblige me ro Reſemble him to Aaro,”s 


«Rod ; which ( ſuppoſing the Trurch of 
(their Opinion thar rhink it to be the 
(fame that Moſes uſ'd ) whillt it was 
(Employ'd abroad , did indeed ior a 
© while work V Vonders , that made it 
(much Admir'd : but when once it 
©came to be Laid up inthe Taberna- 
©cle,unconfin'd to the uſual Laws of 0+ 
(her Plants, it ſhot forth and afforded 
£ permanent Fruit in a Night, Bur, 
©TheophtIss , ro Recover my felt ar 
<lengch from my Over-prolix Di- 


coreffion, I mult Remember , that 


©twas Objeced , that as well Divers 
© Great Princes and Great States-men, 
©as many Great Wits, Diſ-eſteem, or 


©at leaſt Negle&, the Scripture.: And 


Q 4 &* indeed 


Numb,t7 


> Þ, 


© yet | muſt nor be Deny'd, thar Noax- 
* withſtanding all the Prerogartives of 
© the Bible , there necds not much Ac- 
© quaintance with Great Men, to ſhow 
* many of them, that though they 
*Deny not God to be the Author, 
© Peny themſelves the Bleſſing of be- 
© ing Readers of it : ſome our of La- 
© zincls, and others out of Pride : 
© both which Lurk under the Prectext 
© of Multiplicity of Important Avoca- 
*tions. Bur ſince, Your Qualiy, 
© Theoph:Is,and Station in the VV orld, 
© may eithcr make You Necd to be 
© Arm'd againſt this Temptation , or 
© oive you Opportunities to Afſiit thoſe 
© that are Endanger'd by it, give me 
© leave on this Occaſion , to tell you, 
' © That thoſe Grandees that pretend 
* Want of Leiſure for their Negle& 
*of the Rcading of the Scripture, 
© muſt be able to give a Kare Account 
* of all the Portions of their Time , to 
© make thoſe Paſs for a Mi{-employ- 
© ment of it, that are Lay'd ou: to- 
© wards the Purchaſe of a Happy. Eter- 
© nity 3 which 'tis not over-Modeſt for 
©thoſe to expet from God, that 

* Grudge him the Rent of that Time ? 
3 cc 0 


Conſiderations touching the Style "ng 
© indecd,though I am Sorry it Cannot, ſd | 


of which rhey are bur his Tenants 
i Will. But to Manifeſt how un- 
lkely thus Pretence 1s to-pals Cur- 
rent 3 I ſhall Repreſent, that 19 the 
kif-ſame Chaptcr where God fathi- 
ons a King fit ro Govern his own 
People 3 he cnjoyns concerning rhe 
Book of the Law, that Jt ſhall te 
pith bim, and he ſhall Read thereti: 
all the Dayes of his Life 5 which ric 
Next Verſc intimates ſhall be there- 
by Prolonged : and indced it often 
happens, that as Samuel's Barren Mo- 
ther for Lending one of her Chil- 
drenfreely unto the Lord ; was Bleſt 
with many others ; ſo the Dayes 
Conſecrated to God's Sexvice, no 
Improve than Impoveriſh our Stock 
of Time. Nay, the King was, (in 
'that Place of Deuteropomy ) not onely 
Oblig'd to Read the Law , but to 
'Writc it too : upon. which Sub- 
ect, if I Miſ-remember not, the 
'Learncd ſt of the Rabbies tells us , 
' that the King (as indeed God uſually 
'Charges Eminence of Place with 
*'Eminence of Picty ) was Bound to 
*Wrice it out himſelt , and thar:, As 
King : for though before his Afcen- 
ding the Throne, as any other Ifrae- 
& lite, 


= =_ 


Deur. 17, 
18, 19. 


verſ{, 20, 


1 Sam, 2, 
20, 21, 


yerſ. 18, 


Rambam, 
or, Rabbr 
Moſes bea 
Maino, 


* Grudge him the Rent of that Time, 
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* indeed,though I am Sorry it Cannot, 
© yet | muſt nor be Deny'd, thar Nox- 
* withſtanding all the Prerogartives of 
© the Bible , there needs not much Ac- 
© quaintance with Great Men, to ſhow 
* many of them, thar though they 
©Deny not God to be the Author, 
© Deny themſelves the Bleſſing of be- 
© ing Readers of it : ſome our of La- 
© zincſs, and others out of Pride : 
© both which Lurk under the Pretext 
© of Multiplicity of Important A voca- 
*tions. Bur ſince, Your Qualuy, 
© Theoph:s,and Station in the VV orld, | 
© may eithcr make You Necd to be 
© Arm'd againſt this Temptation , or 
© oive you Opportunities to Aſſit thoſe 
© that are Endanger'd by it, give me | 
© leave on this Occaſion , to tell you, 


' © That thoſe Grandees that pretend 


© Want of Leiſure for their Negle& || 
* of the Reading of the Scripture, 
© muſt be able to give a Kare Account 
© of all the Portions of their Timc , ro 
© make thoſe Paſs for a Mil{-employ- 
© ment of it, that are Lay'd out to- 
©*wards the Purchaſe of a Happy, Eter- 
© nity 3 which 'tis not over-Modeſt for 
©thoſe' to expe&t from God, that 
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of which they are but his Tenants 
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it Will. But to Manifeſt how un- 
lkely thus Pretence 15 to-paſs Cur- 
rent 3 I ſhall Reprcſent, that in the 
klf-ſame Chapter where God fathi- 
ons a King fit ro Govern his own 
People 3 he cnjoyns concerning the 


Book of the Law, that 7t ſhall te Deur. r7. 
pith bim, aud he ſhall Read theretiz **» 39: 


all the Dayes of his Life ; which the 


Next Verlc intimates ſhall bc there- ver 26, 


by Prolonged : and indeed it often 


happens, that as Samuel's Barren Mo- x Sam, 2. 
ther for Lending one of her Chil- 20, 21. 


dren freely unto the Lord ; was Bleſt 
with many others ; ſo the Dayes 
Conſecrated to God's Sexvice, = 
Improve than Impoveriſh our Stock 


of Time. Nay, the King was, ( in ver. 18, 


'that Place of Deuterowomy ) not onely 
'Oblig'd tro Read the Law , but to 
'Write it too : upon which Sub- 
'e&t, if I Mil-remember not, the 
'Learncd'ſt of the Rabbies rells us , 
'that the King ( as indeed God uſually 
'Charges Eminence of Place with 
*'Eminence of Picty ) was Bound to 
*Write it out himſelf , and that, As 
King : for though before his Afcen- 
ding the Throne, as any other Iſrae- 
ce, 


Rambam, 
or, Kabb: 
Moſes bea 
Mating. 
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© lice, he had a Tranſcript of his ownfſÞ#* 
© VVriting 3 yer was there annext tp” 
the Acquitt of the Regal Scepter, afſÞſ© 
« Duty of Copying with rhe ſame oc] 
< Hand that ſway'd it. To foſbuab both" 
Ca General and a Judge ; who was roffi® 
© VVicld the Swords , both of Aſtra 
© and of Bellona ; to Govern one Nu d 
« merous People and Conquer ſeven; Tr 
<rhe Words of God are very Remar-$ 
© able 3 This Book of the Law ſhall mt © 
© Depart out of thy Mouth , but thow ſhalt 
© Meditate therety Day and Night , thatÞ"< 
© thou maiſt obſerve to do according to all" 
© that is Written therein ; for then thuuſ”< 
© ſhall make thy way Proſperous , and than 
© thou ſhalt have good Succeſs, David 
© was a Shepherd , a Conqueror , andſ®* 
© a King, and had certainly no Unfre- tO 
© quent Diſtra&ions , both Before heſ® 
*came tothe Crown , ( whilſt he livd il 
* a Deſpiz'd Younger-Brother , an® 
©Envy'd Courtter , a Difhdent Fugi- te 
© tive, and a Diftruſted Caprain ) andJ** 
© After , whilſt he Wore, Loſt, and 0] 
(Regain'd it : but how little the Time th 
« employ'd in the Study of the Scrip-J”! 
©ture prejudic'd his Secular Afﬀeairs ,Þ* 
© his Story and Succeſſes may arteft ;Þ® 
©and how Large a Portion of — C 
&© that 
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onfltar Seudy;(bar'd, You may be Plens 
xt 1oiully inform'd by Himſelf, and fave 
r, ae te Tranſcribing much of rhe 
ſameſook of Pſalms. He gather'd Bayes 
borſeth 0: Parzaſſus and in the Field of 
as ionor 5 and Equally Victorious in 
/freÞocls and in Barrels , his Exploits 
Ny$0d his Conqueſts were Such, as 
ven Tranſcending thoſe in Romances 
nar-$imoſt as much in their Strangeneſs 
me tineir Truth ) needed an Infallible 
ſbal;itorian to Exact a Beltet , their 
thitÞreatneſs and their Number would 
 alffiflwade : he added ro his Regal 
thrown of Gold, Two others ( of 
bays and Lawrel ) which his Suc- 
uigeStull Sword and Numerous Pen, 
andÞMaking him both a Conqueror and a 
fre. ſ?oct , Gain'd him from Victory and 
 heffite Muſes : and yer for all this Great- 
ya ieſs and this Fame, and that Molci- 
anfJude of Diſtractions thar ſtill Atrends 
10j-f{iem , the (then Extant ) Scripture 
nd vas ſo Unſever'dly his Study , and he 
indo Ducly Match'd in his PraQtice what 
mefite Apoſtle Couples in his Precepr , 
ip-JPeligence in Buſiueſ , and Fervency 
rs fs Spirtt , that'tis not Eafie Firlyer 
| ,foReſemble him,than to the V Ving'd 

Cherubims in the Old Tabernacle , 


mc 
at © whom 


Rom. :2, 
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* whom all the Gold and Jewels thiffus 
©Glittered about them , and all thi6o 

2,4 © Clouds of Incenſe Fum'd beforfþV 
Þ=ze: 25. © them,could neverDivcrrt from a Fight) 
18,19,20, ©Poſture rowards the Ark of the Teſonc 
ok: *ſtimony that Contain'd rhe Law,anfCc 
*the Mercy-Scat that Repreſentefſe 

* Chriſt. And indeed, *ris a Sayingſihe 
*Equally Antient and True , Thaffthe 

© None ſhould know ( things BcttefPa 

*and ) Better Things than PrincesFPc 

© For their Virtues and their Vices parF} 
 ©ricipate the Eminence and Authorirg.N 

© of their Condition 3 and by an InfluFſe: 

©ential Exemplarineſs , ſo Generallfin 

* Faſhion and Sway rheir Subje&s FA 

© that as we find in Sacred Story thaſ'w 

* the Jewes ferv'd God or Baal as theiff C 

© Kings did ; ſo Prophane Hiſtory rellgffi 

us, that Kome was Warlike undelfff c; 
Romulus , Superſtitious under Num I 

© and ſo Succeſſively Moulded into thd* C 

© Diſpoſitions of her Several PrincesY*c 

££ Subjects , all che World over, being*t 

© apt to think Imitation a Parr of the*l 

© Duty of Obedience : and being GeF*( 
©nerally bur roo Senſible of the ReJ* 
<quiſiteneſs of their being Like theirſ| *| 

© Prince to the being Lik'd by Him x A| © 

< State , like Nebuchadmezzars Myſteriſ $ 

© ous 
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Is chafſous Image , ſhould have the Head of 
2 thifGold 5 and rhe Inferior Members of Dan. :, 
beforſÞ Value Proportionate to their Vici- 3% 32: 
Fix rity to that Nobleſt Part, When 
1 Teonce I ſhall ſee ſuch Monarchies and 
w,anfCommon-wealths no Rarities ; and 
ſcnteFlee rhe Addiaedneſs of Princes to 
ayingthe Study of the Scripture , Furthcr 
Thaffthe Ulterior Accompliſhment of rhar 
BetteFPart of ir, which once Pronus'd Gods 
nces People , that Kings jhould be its Nur- Efay. 49. 
par iug Fathers, and their Queens its 33 
orig Nurſzg Mothers ; 1 ſhall Exped& to 
nflufſee the Golden Age cl{ewhere than 
rallf'in -Poers Dreams. For I take not 
asf Abſoluteneſs to be like a Plague , 
thaſfwhoſe Almoſt boundleſs Power is 
he Confin'd to Do Miſchicf ; but I E- 
rellF'ſteem Soveraignty little leſs Appli- 
ndee* cable and Eftecual ro Good than 
may" lll : T; Y0jair and Confantine were as 
thd}* Great and Publick Bleſſings , as Nero 
cg *or Caligula were Miſchief z and Vir- 
in *rue on a Throne hath not a much 
tic *leſs Imperious Influence > than 
4 © Crowned Vice. And accordingly I 
eJ © ſhall permit my Good Wiſhes tor 
ery *Mankind to turn ExpeRation , when 
"I ſhall generally ſee Soveraigns No- 
*bly contend for as great a Superiority 
| © over 


© Conſiderations tourhing the Style 
© over Each other by their Virtues, 
© they poſſeſs over their Subjects bÞ 


. ©their Fortune ; when I ſhall ſee ?, 


© zentates make uſe of Mars's Swordl 
©but ro Reſtrain others from Abuſin 
©it 3 and Kings affe& their Reſem 
© blance ro God, Ids in his Unlimi 
© redneſs of Power than his Employ 
© ment of it. Bur, to ſtep Back inf, 
© romy VVay, and, leaving Princestd, 
© firter Monitors, ſay ſomething tc 
© Men of either Great Titles or Em 
© ployments. There's none of theſe 
© Pragmarical Perſons that will fuffe 
© himſelf ro be ſo Enfſlav'd to his Bu- 
© fineſs, bur he will allow himſelf Ser 
©Times, and can Daily find Leiſure 
©for Eating, Drinking, and other 
© Corporal Refe&ions, and Frequent- 
©ly for Recreations ; and Certainly, 
©if we Valu'd nor our Bodies above 
© our Souls, we would, in fpite of the 
© Urgency of Secular Aﬀatrs and Em- 
© ployments, Reſerve and Set apart 
© Some Time to Feed our Souls , with 
©thetr true Food , God's Word ; ellc 
© we ſhall never be Able to ſay of God 
© with Holy Fob 3 7 bave —_— the 
© words of his Mouth more than my Ne- 
*© ceffary Food, I will not urge that Da 
- a Mel, 
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es. $m#1, whoſe Vaſt Abilities had a Re- 
&; imbling Theater, -and who Surpaſf'd 
te pForher States-men as much in the 


word Number and Weight of the Afﬀairs 


uſing} bee had ro Manage, as in the Excel- nan c.3. 


knt Spirit and Dexteriry wherewith 
lim; he Manag'd them , amidft TranfaQi- 
ploy *ons that Buſr'd Six ſcore Princes, who 
k inJ Loaded him with a Weight ( of 
es te Buſineſs ) capable to have Cruſh'd 
rd} 41as , could yer find Leafure to 


lem 


EmJ' Study the Propher Feremy : becaule nv, ».s. 


he ewill be perhaps more proper to 
iff Mcntion, thateven Macchiavel him- 
Bu-Y* ſelf, that Secretary and Repured Ora- 
Serj * cle of Stare,could find Time not Only 
uref}fto Read but toWrite Playes , ( ſome. 
her of which I have ſeen in Italian) ſuch 
nt-Jfas I would not think Excellent , 
ly, *thougha Perſon from whom ſo much 
welt © might be ExpeQed, had not Writ- 
he] ren chem. Let us not then Think our 
n- | © Bufineſs or our Recreations a ſuffict- 
rt] ent Diſpenſation from an Employ- 
th] *ment, ha which , were they Incon- 
ſe] * ſiſtent, they ought Both to be De- 
xd *clin'd 5 fince it 1s botn more Con- 
þ: | © cerning than the Firſt, and more Satis- 
| *fying than the Latter, Bur thar 
+ | *which is often the True, though ſel- 
1 | & dome 


214 Conſiderations touching the S'yle "JW 


© dome the Avowed Caule of theſe th: 
© Men's Negle& of the Scripture, is ſab 
© not their Unleaſur'dneſs , bur their Þ{ic 
© Pride 5 which makes them think it BW 
*roo Mean and Trivial an Employ- FEfl 
© ment for one that is Great and iſe Fthi 
© enough to Counſe] and Converſe Sp 
© with Princes, and have a Vote or Fhe 
* Hand in thoſe Great Enterprizes and $5u 
©Tran{ations that make ſuch a Noiſe FD 
© in the VVorld, and arc the Loud Fx; 
© Themes of the Pcople's Talk and uw 
© VVonder ; to Amuſe themſelves ro Bt 
* Examine the Significations of VVords ffi 
*and Phraſes. For my parrt.I am no Fthe 
* Enemy tothe Calling of States-men; IV: 
© I rhink their Profeſſion as Requiſite as Fuif 
©orhers in a Common-wealth ; and 
© ſhould think ir very Injurious to De- 
© ny them any part of a Purchaſe they 
*pay their Care and Time for : nor 
* perhaps have I ſo little Study'd the 
© Improvements of Quiet , as to think 
© my {clf Lefs.Oblig'd than others are, 
*ro thoſe whole V Vatchings or Pro- 
* retion Aﬀerds tt or Secures .1t me; But 
© after all this is ſaid, I lave to Look 
*upon the V 'Vorld with his Eyes that 
©15 juſtly ſaid to Humble himſelf ( when 
Plal. 113-© he Vouchlates ) to behold the T bags 
| 7 - . n 
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1ele Withat are done 332 Heaven and ip Earth 5 
and to. rake Meaſure of the Dtmcn- 
xir ſons of Things by the Scale his 
© it FWord holds. torth., Now: in: the 
oy- Ftſtcem of him that Hath made af 
iſe Fhings tor himſelf, and of whom his 
re FSpiric by his Prophet truly ſayes, that 
or Fihe - Natious are . as a Drop of. a 
nd FBucket , and .are counted as the ſmall 
iſe $D##. of the Ballance,, Nay , that All 


ud ENatiors. before bim ( are) as Nothing , Efay. 40, 
nd Rad they are counted to bim leſs than 13-17. 


to Fnvothing, and Vanity ; the Importan- 
rds Fit Empployments are the Study and 
no the Glory of. God. + He Created this 
0; FVait. Fabrick of the World to ma- 
as Fnifeſt . his V Viidome , Power, . and 
nd FGoodneſs ; and in it Created Mana ., 
thar it may have an Intelligent Spe- 
aator , and a Reſident whoſe Ratio- 
ml Admiration:of ſo Divine a Stru- 
are , may Accrue-to the Glory of 
the Omniſcient and. Almighry Ar- 
thitet, And as he. Created the 
World to manitcſt ſome of his. At- 
mbutes, ſo dath he Uphold and Go- 
xn it to Diſcloſe others of them. 
The Revolution: of Monarchies, the 
ates of Princes, and . Deltinies of 
| Nations, are bur Ulluſtrious Inftan- 
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* cesand Proclamations of his Provifſ% 
Adence. Fhe whole: Earth once Pet 
©riſh'd by Water to Signalize his Ju{'s 
© {tice of his Enemies 3 and the whol's 
©VVorld ſhall one Day Periſh bd 
| © Fire ro( Exerciſe that Former Arr» 
© bute and )'Evidence his GoodneſF'd 
©to his Children : for whom his Faich{d 
© fulneſs ro his-Promiſes will ObligF5, 
© him to- Build .a Gloriouſer ManfionfL 
* for ſuch Gloryfi'd Reſidents. Thaſha 
* Angels, ſome of whom the Viſions off R 
© Datel Repreſent us at the Helm offitt! 
© Kingdomes and of Empires, andfin 
© whole Power is ſo: Great, that One offBc 
*rhem -could in One Night Deſtroy Fhi 
© Force capable , uf Dividtd , ro: hav V 
© made half a Dozen Formidable Arf(I 
© mies 3 theſe Glorious Spirits, I ſayihe: 
© whoſe Nature ſo. Tranſcends ours Fr: 
* that the very Devil can withour rhqſſihe 
© Afiſtance of Virtue, Deſpiſe the ObFwer 
© jets of our Ambition by a SuperioriFYhn 
z%xKy- © ry of Nature oncly ; for all their highffc 
"_ © Prerogatives and Employmems Sri 
2. © ©rhinkthe Myſteries unfolded.in Say by 
* ture, worthy their Bowing as wellai der 

© Dcfire to Look into :; - think ” i 

-4 


© rhemſelves roo Eminent to .be: Me 
© ſengers and Heralds,,. of which Fondue 
” Mortab 50 
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-oviiftlortals think themſelves roo Emine 
 Pe'to Read : and ( being all Mrmiſtrihe 
Spirits ſent forth: to Miniſter to them Heb.x.14. 
hold{'who ſball be Herrs of Salvation ; ) dif- 
F0Jain not to think our Inſtruction 
worth cheir Conccrn, whileſt we diſ- 
daina Concern for our Own Inftru- 
Rion 3 Nay, the very Meſlias, whoſe | 
oe Style is King of Kings and Lord of Revel.17. 
Goff Lords , though he be not Recorded to ** 
Fhave ever Read bur Once 5.did yet Luke 4. 
Read the Scripture; and think it wor- 17, &c. 
y his Expoſitions and Recommend- 
ng. ; and well may any think that 
Book worth the Reading , that God 
Fhimſclf chought worth the Enditing. 
avg V Vhen Moſes and Elas left their 
 ArF(Local nor Real) Heaven, and Ap- 
layieared in Glory to Converle with our 
urs FTransfigured Saviour on the Mount ; 
trhaftheir Diſcourſe was not of the Go- 
ObSernment of. Kingdomes,. or the Rai- 
ioriing- of Armies tor the Subverſion of 
nolFEmpires ; or of. choſe other ſolemn. 
ens $rifles, which Heaven places as much 
ber zath Men's Thoughts : as Reſi-- 
all as dence 5 but of ( the Inſpir'd Book's 
SChicf Theme ') Hts Deceaſe which be © 
Me I; d. accompliſh at Feruſelem, © And Tuk* 7 
:onfter that St. Paul had been Caught ; 
l R 2 «< up. 


2 Cor, 12. 


-_ 


Phil, 3.8 


Rom. 19. 


17. 


John 5. 
39. 


: Y Wc 


Fer.19.23, 
24. 
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©vp to the Third Heaven, and had 
© been Bleſt and Refin'd with his Ih- 
© effable Entcrtatnment there ; I won-}' 


© der nor to find him profeſs ſo rcſo-F't 


© lutely, that He 'counteth all things'c 
©but Ioff for the Excellency of thefſ'\ 
© Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus his Lord ;('# 
©in whom Fanh cometh &y Hearing, and 1 
© that Hears , of the Word of God and ( 
© who addrefles Men to the Scriptures, ſ* 
© as thoſe which Teſtific of him. Andſ|* 
© perhaps our Saviour uf'd ſo frequent{*! 
<1y to conclude his Divine DiſcourF*! 
«ſes, with that juſt Epiphonema , Ha*: 
© that bath Ears to hear, let him bear, bud © 
*ro Teach us, that rhereis no Employ 
© ment of our Facukies that more def $1 
© {erve their UtmoſtAtrentipn,rhan thi 
© Scrutiny -of Divine .Truths, -Tha 
© which 15 pretended tor by. this Di 
© courſe, is to Impreſs this Truth, 
© where God is allow'd to bean Intel 
Ment and Equal Valver of Things 
©a Man cannot have ſo Great an Em 
© ployment, as to give htm Cavlſet 
© ehink the” Study 'of the -Scriptiire 
© Mean one : fince, Thus ſaith t 
© Lord, Let not the Wiſe-man Glory ini 
* wiſdome , neither let' "the Mighty may | 
*Glory iz his Might, Iet bt the Rich - i 
oF, « Gh 


,b& © Cau 
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Glory tn bis Riches : But Iet him that 
-NGlorieth , glory in this, that be Under- 
- BH fandeth and Knowerh me, For ſure, if 
{che Knowledge of God be ſo Glori- 
'qus a thing , the Study of that Book 
«whence that Knowledge is Extracted, 
.F*and where 'tis moſt Retulgent,is not a 
JI* Dcſpicable Employment, Which ſurc 
{(roadd That upon the By ) *ris ſome- 
«I what- Injuriouſly Thought by thoſe , 
{who,;arc ſo Induſtrious and Proud 
fin Prophane Hiſtories and other Po- 
flirical Books to Diſcover .( or even 
4* Gueſs ar ) thoſe Intrigues,” which 
I commonly bur tell us, by what Crat- 
ty Arts a Knave Colcn'd. a Fool. 
{Nor ( to mention this by the By) even 
I <in.Relarion ro his Own Profteifion, 1s 
* che Scripture Unable to recompenſe 
*the Study of a Chriſtian State(-man 3 
af {for to omit the ( pcrhaps too ) Extol- 
* ting Mention Macchiavel himſelf 
*wakes of Moſes amongſt the Famou- 
eſt Legiſlators 3; the Hiſtorical part 
*of the Bible being cndited by an Om- 
©niſcient and Unerring Spirit » Jaycs 
tcleerly open the True and Genuine 
A of the Eſtabliſhment , Flou- 
4 © riſhing, .and Viciſfirades of the Prin- 
d © ces and Common-wealths it Relates 
__ | ka © the 
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The Ape- © the Story of, Whereas other Hiſto. 
logiſl tor, © rjes (for Reaſons infiſted on in other 
andAnta- , : þ 
' conift of © Papers) are lyable to Great Suſpittons 
Ronan- © inthe Judgment of thoſe that Duely, 
5.8 ©ponder the Several Narratives made 
© often of the ſame TranſaQion or E- 
* vent by Several Eyc-witnefles : and 
© that the true Secret of Counlels is fo 
* Cloſely Lock'd up, or fo Artificially | 
© Diſguiſed , that to have Intereſt e- 
© nough to Diſcern ( what Stareſ-men 
© Mind and Build on ) the Truth and 
© Myſtery of Aﬀairs, one muſt be Þ 
©Biaff'd and Engag'd enough to be 
© Shrewdly Tempted to. be a Partial Þ 
© Relator of them. But, Theoph:lus, I 
© perccive I have flip'd into too Longa 
© Digreſſion 5; which yet I hope you Þ0 
< will Pardon as the Effe&t of an In- Þ8! 
F diſcreet; perhaps , but however a 
© Great Concern for a Perſon.to whom 
© Nature;Education, and Fortune have 
© been fo Indulgent , that I cannot but | 
look upon his Condition as Iyable to 
"the __ tations _ either Parts 
or Employments Singly , and much 
wo - y © more Bok romerher, = Wont tO ©X - 
Anſwer. © poſe men to. 
co me  Youray remember, Theophilu,that 
j:&ion, among the Anſwers which I rold You 
| 7 | © might 


to. 
her 
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Jnight be made to thoſe that Objetted 
ainſt the Scripture , That :t 1s fo un4- 
trn'd, andſo ill furntſh'd with Eloquent 
QExpreſſions , that *trs wont to prove Lneffi- 
wcrous,efpectally upon Intelligent Readers, 
The fifth and laſt was this , That *trs 
tery farr from betng agreeable to Expe- 
rence, that the Style of the Scripture does 
ſpdke 7t Unoperatiue upon the Generality 
us Readers , if they be not Faulti!y tu- 
poſ*d to recerue Impreffions from it , 

To make good this Reply , I muſt 
ake Notice to You, thar, that part of 
the ObjeRion which intimates that In- 
eligent Readers are not wont to be 
rought upon by the Scripture , has 
cen 11 great part Anſwer'd already 3 

For I have lately obſcrv'd ro You, that 
$1t may be granted, that ſome V Vitry 
Men, who have Read the Scripture, 
ave inſtead of Admiring ir, Quar- 
ell'd with it 3 ſoitcannor be deny'd 


hat ary Perſons as Eminent for V Vit 


they , have upon- Reading it Enter- 
zin'd a high Veneration for it. So that 
[ſee not why the Celebrations of thoſe 


- IWits that Admire it, may not Coun- 


ter-ballance the Diſ-reſpe&s of thoſe 
thar Cavil atir. Eſpecially if we con-. 
ders, that as to moſt of thoſe that are 


R 4 look'd 


- 


Conſiderations touching the Style "We 
look'd upon as the Witry Diſregarder 
of the Scripture , ſcarce any thing {a 
much , as the Vanity and Boldncſs of® 
owning that they Diſregard it , make 
ehem(burUndeſervedly) be Look'duy F 
on as Wits. #5 

Bur to this, I ſhall now add , that 
whereas the Objc&ion ſpeaks of In | 
telligent Readers , the greatclt Part of 
{ſuch have nor that Quickneſs which js 
wont to {make Men paſs for Wits 
rhough they may have other Abilticy* 
more Solid,and deſirable: And yetthadf® 
che Bible has a great Influence. upon 
this Latter ſort of ielligent Reader; 

I preſume You will calily Belicve, it 
You confider how many Grear Scho- 
lars, not oncly Profc{F'd Divines, bur 
others; .have by their Learned Com: 
ments.:and -other Writings, endca- 
vour'd cither to Illuſtrate , or Recom-|| © 
mend the Scripture ;; and how mucha 
Greater number of Underſtanding and 
Sobcr Men,that never Publiſh'd Books, 
have. Evinc'd-.the Scriptures Powe 
over them , partly by their Sermons 
and other Diſcourſes, Publick and Pri-F 
vate-, and partly by cndcavouring to 
Contorm their Lives to the Dictate 
of it : . YVhuch laſt-Clauſe I add, be 
3 4 CAuic 
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Fuſe You can ſcarce make a better | 
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ftimare of what Power the Scripture 


7: has upon Men, than by.looking at what 


Tit is able ro make them Part with. 


For not to Anticipate what we ſhall 
ere long have occaſion to nicntion , 
Let us but conſider what Numbers of 
Intelligent Perſons almoſt every Age, 
without excepting our,own, ( as dege- 


TY ncrate as it 15,)has produc'd, who have 


been Taught and PrevaiPd with by the 


J Scripture , and Conſiderations drawn 


thence,to Renounce all rhe greatcſt ſin- 
full Pleafures,and Tmbrace a Courſe of 
Lite thar oftentimes expoſes them to 
the grearcſt Dangers, and very fre- 
quently ro no ſmall HardTiips. 

And indeed there is ſcarce any ſort 
of Men. on which the Scripture has 
not had a Notable Influence, as to the 
Reforming and Improving many par- 
ticulat Pcrſon:, belohging ro it 3 and to 
the giving them an Aﬀectionate Ve- 
ncration tor the Book, whercunto they 
owed theff Inftrution, The Accomprs 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiftory gives us of the 


| Rate at which Devour Perſons, both 


in former and latter Ages, would Pur- 
chaſe the Bible , when it was Dangcr- 
ous and: perhaps Capital, ro aloud 
4 . : s . l PO _ 
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poſſefſ'd of ir, would, if I ſhould here fþ; 
repeat them,much Confirm whart | ſay, 
and might equally Create our Wonder þ 
and our Bluſhes , Thoſe forts of pro- fk; 
fed Chriſtians that ſeem the moſt ſer: 
Evidently to be lyable to Temprations 
to Negle&,or Difregard the —_— 
are cither thoſe that Do, or would paſs 
for Wits,or thoſe that Live tn Courts : 
The Former oftentimes thinking them- þ 
felves roo Wile to be 'Caught , cſpe- ſhei 
cially by a Book they think not Elo- fi 
quent, and among the Larter there be- 
ing but too many whoſe Pleaſures are 
fo Bewitching, or ſo Dear rothem,that þ 
they like nothing that would Divert, þ 
much leſs Divorce them from theirPur- 
ſuit , or elſe whoſe Buſineſs is ſo Much 
and perhaps ſo Important , that they 
have not Leiſure enough to Learn, or 
have too much Pride to think they | 
need do it : Bur yet ev'n among thoſe, þ 
that have worn Crowns either of Gold 
or Bays, or (what perhap3 ſ@me value þþ 
above both ) of Myrtle , the Bible has þ 
' not wanted Votary's : For not to re- 
peat the Names of thoſe whom I have | 
formerly mention'd to have been as 
well Lovers of the Scripture, as Favo- 
rites of the Muſes, among the other 
ſort 
F; 
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of Men , Thoſe that ( to ſpeak in Luke 9. 


ur Saviours Terms ) are Gorgeouſly 25. 
iyparelPd, | Lrue Delicately, and are in 
ings Courts, there have been Di- 
ersPerſons, upon whom the Power of 
he Scriprure has been almoſt as Con- 
picuous, * as their Station among men, 
will not mentton' that Devout Trea- 


: flirer of the' eAthiopian Queen , who 


vn upon the High-way(whoſeLength 
eichet Deterr'd- nor 1it'd his Devo- 


\ ſon ) could nor forbear to read the 


ropher 1ſarab , and enquire ev'n of a 
ecr Stranger that paſPd by Alone , 
nd on Foot , the Mcaning of a Paſ- 
ge of whole Senſe he Doubred, Nor 
ul I Urge any other Inſtances of 
reat men's Studiouſneſs of the Scrip- 
re, afforded us by Sacred Story. And 
herefore 1 ſhall nor preſs the Exam- 
le of that Great and VViſe Dazrel, 
rhoſe Matchlcſs Parrs not only caſt 
pon him the Higheſt Employment 
f the Worlds Monarchy, and Diſen- 
2d him from the Ruines of it ; But 
what has ſcarce a Preſident amongſt 


the very V Viſeſt Stateſ-men ) Contt- 


m'd him in as much Greatnelts as cver 


i& poſſeſPd under the Predecefſour , 


under 


King 
Fames. 


Conſiderations touching the Style © 
under the Succeflor ;. and ſuch a Suc-fhd 
cefſor roo as made his Predeceſſorsiur 
Carkaſs the Afcent to his Throne ſits 
L will not iTay ar preſent Urge the Ex-ſfer 
amples Extant in the Sacrct Records of W 
Great Mens Studiouſncs of them. be-ſtin 
cauſe cv'n Secular and more Recentſth: 
Hiſtorics may inform us, that ev'n inf 
Courts All mcns Eycs have not been ſofTi 
Dazl'd by the Glittering Vamtics thatſſon 
gre wont to Abound there , ;but that 
Some of them have Diſccrn'd,andPra- 
ically Acknowledged the Preroga-ſBi 
tives of the Scripture, Though I can-J ar 
not ſay that Many Kings have becnofff hi 
this Number, becauſe there have bcenf] C 
bur Few Kings in all , in rcſpedt of the 
Numbers that. compoſe the Infcriour 
Conditions of Men , yer ev'namongÞ] 
Theſe, and in'Degenerare Ages, ſome 
have been Signally ſtudious of the Bi- 
ble, ſuch was that fixth Edward, who 
Imitatcd the early active Piety of Foſh, 
without Imitating his DefcCion from 
it, and whoſe Short Heavenly Life ma- 
nif-ſt, how ſoon,cv'n amidſt the Temp- 
tations of Courts, Grace can ripen 


POV wn 


Men for Glory .z and ſuch was that 
Learned King, whoſe. having = 
than 
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Suc-ldan PerfunQorily Rudy'd the Scrip- 
ſlorslare , his ſolid Defence of Divers of 
one zfiit's Truths againſt it's Miſ-interpre- 
Ex-ffiers have ſufficiently Proclam'd to the 
ds off World, Nay, even in thoſe Darker 
 be-Frimies that 'preceded the Reformation , 
centithar Excellent Aragontan King, AIphon- 
'n infſs,the Honor both of his Tittle and his 
nfofTimes, in fpicte of his Contemplarti- 
thatJons and his Wars, could, (as himfelf 
thatuſ'd ro Glory ) ſpare Time from $tu- 
Pra-Jdies and his Diftraions, to read the 
2ga-J Bible Forry times with Comments 
can-Jand Glofſes on it : being nor for all 
nol his Aſtronomy , fo taken up with the 
xcnf Contemplation of Heaven, as to deny 
chef himſelf leifate to Study--in his Book 
our that made it the VVayes of getting 
ong thither. Nor ſhall I forbear to maeti= 
mee tion here- the Laſt Pope ( #rban rhe 
Bi-J cighth) who when being Cardinal, he 
vio wanted not the Hopes of becoming 

both Temporal and Eccleſiaſtical Lord 
on of thar-Proud City , which'( as if ſhe 
na-J were deligr'd'to be ſtt}l , one way or 
Dp-l other , the World's Miſtreſs) dorh 
penfſ "ill rule: little leſs of the World up- 
nat} on the fcore of Religion, than ſhe did 
oreh- before upon that of Aitms 5 in the'midlt 


of 
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of Aﬀairs perhaps More DiſtraQing 
chan buſy'd moſt Potentates', and Ho- 
nours almoſt as great as are pay'd to 
Monarchs, could tind Room in a Head 
Crowded with Afﬀairs cnough to have 
Diſtreſf'd Macchiavuel, for RefleQions 
upon the Scripture 3 ſome of whoſe 
Portions I- have Delighted to read in 
the handſom Paraphraſes of his Pious 
Muſe. Which I.ſcruple nor to acknow- 
ledge,becauſe thar thoughl1 did, which 
I do not, look upon every one thatDil- 
ſents from me, as an Encmy 3; yet 1 


ſhould be apr. to think that they can. 


f{carce Love Virtue enough, that Love 
it nor in their very Enemies 3 congru- 
ouſly to which we find that Hannibal 
had Statutes Ereced in Rome it ſelf : 
and though I were ſo Uncharitable and 
{o Unexperienc'd as to think a Man 
' thatholdsan Error can ſcarce have any 
Good Qualitics ,- yet upon ſuch a kind. 
"of. fcore as that which made. David ſo 
Angry with him that took -awaf the 
Poor Man's Single Lamb , che Fene 
Commendable Qualiry's I ſee in my 
Adverlaries, the more Scruple I would 
make. to Rob them of any way, of 
_ them, Nor hath that very Scx w_ ſo 
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ofren makes Divertiſements it's Em- 
ployments , becn altogether barren in 

Ticled Votaries to the Scriprure, Not _ | 

to mention that Grecraz . Princeſs Exdevia, 


{ whoſe Profclyred Muſe made Homer 2 
Jern Evangeliſt, how Converſant that perour . 


Excellent Mother and Reſembling 7icoda/®x. 
Daughter, Paula and Exftochtum, were 

in the Sacred Rowls, is ſcarce unknown 

to any that are not Strangers to the 
Writings of St. Hierome 3 for ſome of 

whoſe Learned Comments on .che 
Scripturc we are Endebtcd to the Cha- 


Fritable Importunity of their Requeſts. 


And even in Our limes, that ſomuch 


{ Degenerate from the Primitive ones , 


how Eminent a Student and Happy a 
Proficient in the Study of the Bi- 
ble, that Glory of Princeſſes, and the 
Envy of the Princes of her Time, 
Queen El:zabeth , was, her Life and 
bow ſufficiently declare. Het Siſter's 
Predecefſor, that Matchleſs Lady Fare, 
who had all che Qualities the Beſt Pa- 
triors could defire in a Queen, but.an 

ionableTitle,and in whoſe Sad 


Fate , beſides her Sex and the Graces 


that Enamour ours of it.her Countrey, 
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all ſuſtain a Loſs, was a'Conſpr 
cuous Strudicr of 'the inſpir'd Books; Þ: 
whercin her ' Profpered Sedulouſnefs I” 
gave her an Undcritanding much a- 
bove her Age and Sex, though nor a- |: 
bove her Virtue. And befides Eu- 
doxia , «there have been divers other (|: 
Perſons of the Higctl Qualtty of that JF; 
Sex , and ev n'ſcme of thoſe on whom 
Narire or Fortune, or rather Beauty i 
or Providence had conferr'd a Sove- | 
raignty , whom the Splendovr , the 
Pleaſures, nor the Avocations of | 
Courts could not keep from Searching [© 
in Gods Word Preſervatives againſt 
the Contagion of their Condition; and J.” 
vartly Hiſtory ; and partly cv'n Con- 
verſation have ſometimes with Dclighr 
made me Obſerve , how ſome of thoſe 
Celebrated Ladies, whoſe Faral Beau- (| 
ties have made ſo many Idoſaters; have 
Devourly turn'd thofe Fair Eyes, thac f 
Were, and Didſuch Wonders; upon (|: 
thoſe Severe Writings that ' Depre- Nl, 
elate all bur the Beauty of the S6ol,fen 
thoſe Flattering Aſcriprions thar' Dei- J.. 
fy'd tharof the Body: And *tis nor tobe 
marvell'd at, that ſuch Readers as are 
not Infidels, by reading the Bible Once | 
, ſnould 


c.- Would be prevai 


(ly it's almoſt only ObjeR, od retreſh- 
ah 's 


| I'd with to read it 
Oftner, not only becauſe of the Invi- 
ing Exccllency of what it Teaches » 
bur becauſe irs Author do's ſo Ear- 
icſtly in it Enjoyn the Study of ir, that 
[arce any can think the Negle& of it 
10 Fault, ſave thoſe that are Guilty of 
tg, Nor is their ſo Aſſiduous Peruſal 
> rhe Scripture ſo much to be Mar- 
iell'd ar, as Commended, in Perſons of 
char Softer Sex, which is perhaps more 
uſceptible than ours of Strong Impreſ- 
ions of Devotion. For ſure, if we 
Lovd God, 1 donorfſay as we Qughrt 
olove HIM, but as we Can, and 
Do love Inferiour things, would huge= 
ly Endear the Scripture to us , that the 
Objc& of our Devotion is the Author 
of chat Book. When a True Flame , 
though bur for a Fading Obje&, doth 
once poſlcls a Fcryent Lover's Breaſt ; 
what a Fondneſs doth hisPaſſion for his 
Miſtreſs give him for all chings Rela- 
cd to her? Her Reſidences,her Walks, 
ter Colours , and the leaft Trifles chat 
tave belonged to her , Exact a Kind- 
ks thar's not due ro Trifles : though 
t be bur for Preſenting to his Memo- 
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ing 
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ing him with an Ideal in the Abſence 
. of an Immediater Preſence of her, 
Bur if the Favour'd Amoriſt be Bleſt 
with any Lines Dignificd by char Fair 
Hand ( give me leave to talk of Lo- 
vers 1n their own Language ) eſpect- 
ally if they be Kind as well as Her's, 
how Affiduouſly, and with what Rap- 
cures do his greedy Eyes peruſe them, 
ralting cach ſeveral Expreſſion with irs 
own Tranſport ; and finding in Each 
Line,atcach New Reading,ſome New 
Delight or Excellency > This Welcom 
Letter grows ſooner Old than Stale ; 
and rill his roo frequent Kifſes have 
worn it to Tattcrs, ( in which he Pre- 
ſerves it, it nor Worſhips it too, as 
Relique ) with ſtill Freſh, and till In- 
ſariare Avidities doth the unwearyd 
Lover prizethar (roo often, either De- 
luding or Inſignificant)Writing,above 
che Nobleſt Raprures of Poets, andthe 
Libcralleſt Patents of Princes, And 
( nor to Urge the Superſtitious Devo 
rion of our VWorſhippers of Relicks) 
certainly if we had for God bur Halt 
as much Love as we Ought , or evy 
Pretend to have , we could not but 
Frequently (if nor Tranſporredly ) Er 
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tertain our ſelves with his Leaves , 
which ( as Parrhelions to the Sun ) are 
ar once his VVritings and his Picture : 
borh Expreſſing his Vaſt and Unmeri- 
ied Love to us 3; and Exhibiring the 
moſt Approaching or leaft Unreſem- 


| bling Idca of our Beloved, that the 


Deity hath fram'd for Mortals to ap- 
prchend, *'Twas the Devour Quarrel of 
a Devour Father to ſome of the Choi- 
cclt Compoſurcs Antiquity hath lefr 
us,thar he could not find Chriſt Nam'd 
there, andif, as 'tis not to be Doubred, 


: | divers of the Devonut Lady's I was 


Lately ſpcaking of, were of his Mind, 
ſure ar thar Rate they were not Ordi- 
narily kind to the Scripture ; where the 


- | Prophers and the Apoſtles, thoſe Dar- 


ker and more Clear Evangeliſts , doſo 
Unanimouſly .and Afſiduouſly Cele- 
brate the Meſſiah, that when I Read 
and Confer them, I ſometimes Fancy 
my ſelf preſentar our Saviour's Trium- 
phant Entrance into Hreraſalem,; where 


both T hoſs that went before him,and thoſe Mar. : t 
If £ that ſollow'd after him, ſung Hoſannab Y 


to the Son of David. 


—— 


Great Wits, Great Princes, and Great 


Beauty's, have nor Kill by all hole. 


dz Temp- 
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Wherefore, ſince ev'n 


os 


lerem. 15» 
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'{cmprations to which theſe Attributes 
Expos'd them , been keprt from being 
alſo Greer Yoraries tothe Scripture, it 
cannor Charitably be Doubred , but 
that in Moſt Ages ſome Pious Perſons 
have been able ro ſay Truly ro God in 
Jeremy's Terms, Thy words were-found, 
aid 1 aid eat them ;, aud thy Word was 
to metheFoy and Rejoycing of mine Heart : 
and it the Pcrfons 1 Meation have becn 
bur Few, 1 can attribute that Fewnels 
bur to-the Paucity of Wiſe and Good 
Men ; And as for. Perſons of other 
Ranks, in Ecclcftaitical Storics, the In- 
ſtances are nor ſo Rare of the Addid- 
cdncls of God's Children to his 
Word, but that we might thence pro- 
duce them almoſt in Throngs , it we 
had not- Nobler Induccments to the 
Reading of the Inſpir'd Volume than 
Example : and it it were nor Leſsto 
be Vercrated , becauſe ſo many Saints 
have Study'd'irt , as becauſe the Study 
of it made many of thoſe men Saints , 
(I mcan not Nominal bur Real ones : ) 
which we need not much Wonder at, 
whi}ſt ſuch a Saint as Saint Paul was 
aſlures us, thar ir is All of it Di- 
vinely Inſpir'd and Improveable ro al 
the 
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compliſhment of God's Seryanes. Bur 
Theophilus , to Retuxu to what was 
formerly Diſcourſing of, the Transfor- 
ming Power the Scripture has upon 
many of its Readers, I muſt ſubjoyn, 
that though through the Goodncfs of 
God, rthele be farr more Nume- 
rous than the profcfled Adverſarics and 
Contemmners of the Scripture, yet theſe 
make nor ſo Grear a Part oi thoſe that 
acknowledge the Bible, as it were well 
they did, becauſc both Experience and 
our Saviours Parable have ſufficicntly 
taught us, that Good lecd, do's not al- 
wayes fall into Sood ground, and that 
many Intervening Accidents may , at- 
ter it has bcen fown,, make it Miſ- 
carry and prove Fruitleſs : Bur when 
You find ( as I fear You may bur 
roo often ) that yFe Scripture has nor 
upon its -Readers, and Eſpecially 
upon thoſe thar are Prophanc , that 
Power which I ſeem'd to Afcribe to it, 
and which it Ought to have 3 You may 
be pleaf'd to Remember, thar I plainly 
ſuppoſe in my fifth Anſwer, thar tnoſe 
to whom the Scripture is Addrefl'd , 


mult not be Culpably Indiſpos'd to be 
| S3 Wrought 


the Uſes Requiſite ro the Entire Ac- 
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Proy. I4., 


Conſiderations touching the Style 
VWrought upon by it. Which that 


Prophane Perſons are, I preſume You 


will cafily Grant; For when our Sa- 


viour {aid , that F any Mar will dothe 
wrll of him that ſeat bim , he ſhall know 
of the Do&rine , whether it be of God, or 
#0 : He clearly Intimates , that thcre 
15 requir'd a Diſpoſition as well in the 
Eye of his Soul , (if I may fo ſpeak ) 
as in the Object propoſ'd,, to make a 
Man Difcern the Excellency and Ori- 
gination of whar is Taught , how Va- 
luable ſoever. Saint Paul, ſpeaking of 
himſelf and other Pen-men and 1 ca- 
chers of rhe Scriptures, affirms , that 
They ſpeak w1ſdome among them that are 
Perfet, ( and though not this World's 
Wiſdome, Yet) the wiſdome of God 
ina Myitery,eventhat Hidden one which 
God ordainid before the world, unto our 
Glory. Bur for theſ@Scorners, 'ris no 
Wonder they ſo Fruitleſly Read the 
Scripture , without Deſcrying any of 
this Myfterious VViſdome , it being a 
Sentence of the Scripture it ſelf , that « 
Scorner ſeeketh wiſdome, and | findeth it 
zot , ( the Expreflion is Odd in the 
Original, bur I muſt not ſtay to Def- 
cant upon it ) as the Sodomztes could 

- not 
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nor find the Angels, when once they g,,, ,, 
ſought them to Proſticute and Defile 5-11. 
them. 

Bur Beſides Prophane Wits, there 
are t09 many other Readers, who are 
(more or leſs) Guilty of Oppoſing 
the Reforming and: Improving Influ- 
ence of the Scripture , upon their own 
Hearts 3 either upon the Score of their 
not Sufficiently Believing the Truths 
Contain'd in the Scripture , or upon 
that of their not Duly Pondcring them. 
That Unbelict is the Fruitfull Mother 
of more $1ns than are wont to be im- 
pured to it, and that many Baptiz'd 
Perſons are not free from greater De- 
orcesof it, than they arc Sulpeded of 
by others, or ev'n by themſelves, I 
could here eaſily Manifeſt , if I had 
not profefſedly Diſcourl'd of that Sub- 
je& in another place. And indeed, 
there needs bur a Comparing of moſt 
Men's Lives with the Promiſes and 


Threats held forth in rhe Scripture of 


no leſs than Everlafting Joyes and 
Endleſs Torments, to make us believe 
that.there are Multitudes of ProfeſT'd 
Chriſtians, to whom may be Apply'd 
what the Writer to the Hebrews _ 
@ 
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of the perverſe Jewes of Old, ' 7hut 


what they heard did not profit them , mt 


berns mix d with Faith in them that 
heard it , 'or ( as the Greek will bear ) 
' becaufe they were not United by Faith 


_ rothe _— they hcard. Bur this is 


not all, For oftentimes the Dodtrines 
of the Scripture Loſe much of their 
Efficacy , ev'n where they arc C ordi- 
fly believ'd , becauſe they are not ſuf- 
ficiently Laid to Heart. The Diſpar ty 
of the Influences of rhe Bare Belict and 
the Due Perpenſion of a Truth, is Me- 


thinks, Conſpicuous enough in Men's | 
"Thoughts of Death. For. tnough, 


That they ſhall Dye , is ſo Truly Be- 
lievd, thar it cannot Seriouſly be 
Doubred ; Yet how doth Mett's.|nad- 
vertency make them Live Here , as if 
they were to Do fo Alwayes 3 where- 
45 when once Grace, Sickneſs, the 
Sight of a Dying Friend , or ſome 0- 
cher Tragick SpcQacle , hath Scriouſly 
minded them of Death , *tis Amazing 
to Obſcrve how ſtrange an Altcratiorn 
1s produc'd in their Lives by the Active 
and Permanent Impreſhon ot. that One 
Obvious and Unqueſtion'd Truth ; 
Thar thoſe Lives muſt have a Period : 
an 
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rot 
hat 


bat 


n 


and- to {ſee how much the Sober 
Thoughts of Death ,- contribute to Fic 
Men for it : it being ſo Impcrious an 
Inducement ro Deny Ungodly and 
Worldly Luſts, and to Live Copgras 
x, Ji4dtins MN evor6os ty TP voy aiou, Suber- 
ly, Righteouſly , and Godly 11 this preſent 
world, that we muſt one day Leave it ; 
that I Admire not much that Father's 
Celebrated Strinels and Auſterity , 
who tells us, that he Fancy'd alwayes 
Sounding 1n his inward Ears, that 
Dreadfull Alarum of , Surgrte Mortur 


\ Vemte ad Judictum. 


Yet Notwtthitanding the Indiſpo- 
ſition of many Rcaders to Revcrence 
and Obcy rhe Scripture, and Notwith- 
ſtanding that in Divers Paſſages of it , 
the Ornaments of Language are ( for 
Reaſons above ſpecify'd ) purpoſely 
Declin'd ; Yet we find not, but thar 
the Scripture for all theſe Diſadvanta- 
ges, 1s by the Generality of its Rea- 
ders , both Eftcem'd and Obey'd at 
another un Rate, than any other 


Book of Erhicks or Devotion. And 


Mulrtitudes ev'n of thoſe whoſe Paſli- 
ons, or Intereſts, will not ſuffer them 
to bein ſome Points Guided by it , are 
Not- 
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Notwithſtanding Sway'd by it, to For- [| 
bear or PraQtiſe divers things in Caſes 
wherein other Books would not Pre- 


vail with them. As Heyed, though the þ; 


Baptiſt could not perſwade him to | 
Quit his Herodzas , did yct upon Foby/s 
Preaching do Many orhcr things , and 

heard him Gladly, — | I 
was going to ſay, that we may not un- || 
fitly Apply to the Word of God, 
what Divines have Obſcrv'd of God 


the Word ;. for as thoſe Accidents þ,;, 


that Loudlieſt Proclam'd our Saviours þ; 
having Aſſum'd our Human Nature /þ 
and Infirmities , were attended with, þ 
ſome Circumſtances , that Confpicu- | 
ouſly Atteſted his Divinity 3 ſo in | 
thoſe Paſſages in which the Majeſty of 
the Authors Style is moſt veiled and 
Diſguiſ'd, there is yet ſome Peculiari- | 
ry that Diſcloſes it. Bur I ſhall Leſs 
cruple totell You , that in Divers of 
thoſe Paſſages in which the Holy 
Ghoſt ( who in the Greek Father's 
wonted Exprefſion,does often Cvyare- 
axivew wiv, Roop to our Capacity, and 
as it were,Sink himſelf down. Level ;) 
ſeems moſt to have Vouchſaf'd a Cor 
deſcenſion to the Style. of Men 3 and 


al | 
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of the H, Seriptores. 
have Commanded his Secretaries,as 
> once did the Prophet Eſay, ro 


rite , V8 LaNa2 Be-cheret Enoſh , (ſai. 8.r. 


ith a Mars Pen 3, in divers of thoſe 
Very Places, I ſay, there is ſomething 
ſo Awfull,and ſo Peculiatly His,thar 
5 the Sun,Ev'n when he Deſcends into 
he Weſt, remains ftiIl Lucider than 
ny of the Stars 3 ſo the Divine Inſpi- 
r of the Scriptures', ev'n when his 
ſtyle ſeems moſt to Stoop to our Ca- 
acities, doth yer Retain a Preroga- 
xe above meerly Human VWritings. 


, (own unto God are all his works from Atts 1s, 
i, the Begiyning of the world , ſayes an 13 


\poſtle 3 and God, whoſe Attribute 


s to be napdowucys, The Knower of ag, , 
earts , and whoſe Prerogative 'tis tO 24. 
orm the Spirit of Man within him , Zech, f. 


tnderſtandeth our Thoughts afar off. Pal. 1 3. 


ertainly then, if we Conſider God as 2. 
e Creator of our Souls , and fo like- - 
lieſt ro Know, the Frame, and Springs, 
1nd Nature of his own V Vorkman-. 
ſhip 3 we ſhall make bu little Dih- 
culry to Believe that in the Book VVti- 
ten For , and Addrefſ*d To Men , he 
hach Employ'd very Powerfull and 


Appropriated Means to Work upon 
| them. 
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Heb. 4. 
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them. And in Effc, there is a ſirangeÞ 
Movingneſs , and , if rhe Epithet beſii: 
not too Bold , a kind of Heav'nly Ma-fihs 
gick to be found in. ſome Paſlages of iv 
the Scripture , which isto be found noſſiic 
where elſe ; and will not caſily be Ber-Þv 
ter Expreſt chan in the Proper TermsPa 
of the Scripture 3 For the ward of God ſic 
( ſayes It ) is Quick and Powerfull , anda 
Sharper than any Two-edged Sword, peir- L 
cir.g even to the Dividing aſuxder of [M 
Soul and Spirit , and of the Foynts and((l 
Marrow , and 15 a Diſcerner of theſW 
Thoughts and Intents of the Heart, bl 
Wherefore, that Junius, ( as Himſelf a 
Relates ) was Converted from a kindſ of 
of Atheiſt to a Believer, upon theE 
Reading of the Firſt Chapter of Foh»:| 0 
that a Rabbi , by his Own Confeſſion, ſ/tt 
was Converted from a Jew to a Chri-|Mm 
ſtian, by the Reading of the Fifty third L 
of ſay ; that Saint Auſtin was chang dl {c 
from a Debauche into a Saint, by chat Þb! 
Paſſage of the 13**. to the Romazs and] © 
the 13. Verſe ; andthat another Fa-ſ 2 
ther , whoſe Fear had made him Dil-{t| 
claim his Faith , burſt out publicklyſ| 
into a Showr of Tears , upon the Oc-ſ © 
cafional Reading of the 16. Verſe}P 
| 0 


* 


a. wm , ; 4 + 4 ths A! FW Ss 
y py”. J P } f 
» C #Ts 


-angefſd the Fiftieth Pſalm ; are EffeQs , 
et befſihar I do nor ſo much Admire, as I do 
Ma-ffhat Such are Produc'd no Oftner. And 
es offruly for my own Parr, the Reading of 
d nofihe Scripture hach Mov'd me more,and 
Ber-Jway'd me more Powertully ro all the 
ermsIPaſhons ir would Infuſe,than the Wir- 
30 iſt and Eloquenteſt Compoſures that 
ata - Extantin our ou and fome other 
eir-JLanguages. Nay , 1o YVinhing is the 
» ofÞMajcity of the ke, Do 
 and((like thoſe that fall in Love in Earneſt 
' theſwich the Ladies they firſt Courted , 
-art.{but our of ( what the French call) Ga- 
a(elff lanterie ; ) who began to Read it our 
:indJ of Curioſity , have found themlelves 
che Engag'd ro Continue that Exerciſe our 
ha: of Conſcience : and nor a few of thoſe, 
on,{thar did atfirſt Read the New Teſta- 
hri-{ment.onely ro Learn ſome Unknown 
ird Language ir is Tranſlated into, or for + 
gd ſome ſuch Trivial Purpoſe , have been 
hat] by the Mcans that they EleQted, carri- 
andy ed beyond the End that they Deſign'd, 
Fay and met a Deſtiny not ill Reſembling 
iſ-f that of Zacchews 3 who Climbing up Luke 19. 
cy into a Sycamore Growing inour Savi- ," * - 
-j our's Way, only to Look upon Him, 
-paſſ'd thence ro be hus Proſelyte and 
Convert 5 
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19, 20, 
&c, 


fully , both in his Houfe and Heart, 
And though ir be true that the Chur- 
ches Teſtimony be commonly our 
Firſt, yer 'tis not alwayes our Chict 
Inducement to belicve the Divinity of 


Holy Writ ; ir's own Native Prero- 


gatives Heightning that into Faith, 
which the Chuzches Authority left bur 
Opinion. B which purpole I Re- 
member a Hindſome Obſcrvation of 
ſome of the Anticnts ; that the Sama- 
71tans thar Firſt Belicv'd in Chriſt up- 
on the Womans Report, when af- 
tcrwards rhey were Bleſſed with an 
Immediate Converſation with him- 
ſelt,they Exulringly rold the Woman, 
Now we believe , not becauſe of thy Say- 
:ng ; forwehbave beard him our {ove E 
and know that this js tndeed the Chriſt , 
the Saviour of the world : for fo, Di- 
verſe thar firſt Believ'd the Scripture 
bur upon the Churches ſcore ; are at- 
rerwards by Acquaintedneſs brought 
x0 Believe the Scripture upou its Own 
ſcore, thar is, by the Diſcovery of thoſe 
Incrinſick Excellencies and. Preroga- 
tives that manifeſt irs Heay'nly Origi- 


mation. EIEPOTY =o pn — rm 'hus a- 
cred 


—  T"R—__ ——_— 


Mat. 3, Convert, and to Entertain. him Joy- 


y. cred Book, cv'n where it hath nor 

| Embelliſhments of Language , doth 
por Want them : being ſo much Re- 
ourf| commended . by its Imperious Per- 
hieff ſwaſiveneſs VWirhour them , that it 
y offf is more Ennobl'd by their Needlcfs- 
:ro-f| nels, that it would be, by their 
ith, Afﬀluence. And it tro ſome Paſla- 
bur] ges of Scripture, we muſt Apply 
Re-{ thay, of Saint Paul, ( whereby yer 
1 off he thought to Recommend his Mini- 
ma-| ſtry ro the Cortthians ) That bis Speech 
up- | 4d bis Preaching was nas with the En- 
af- 


tictng Words of Man's Wiſdome , bur 
an]  &oohdlf] mrivucdl©- x, duwoutas, WE 
im-{ may alſo Remember, that he ſub- 
an, | joyns as the Reaſon that mov'd him 
ay-j to uſe this Plain and Unadorn'd Way 
ies, | of Teaching his Corinthians , That therr 
if, Faith might rot land in the Wiſdome 
Di- | of Men, but 1nthe Power of God, And 
ure | truly , the Efficacy and Operations of 
af- | the Bible, in Compariſon of thoſe of 
oh f all other Books, Duly conſider'd, we 
wa | may eſteem, that as God oftentimes 
ole | doth in the Scripture , what in .che 
74- | Scripture he is ſaid to Do, Dray ws 
i- | #:th the Cords, of a Man, ( Paſlages 

Wreath'd with Flowers of Rheto- 
rick } 
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1 Cor, 2; 
I--4, 


Verle x. 


not Unfit, that he ſhould 


rick.) ſo. 15 ir 


Carrying away our Obedience , our 


Reverence , and our Aflent in ſpite 


of our Indiſpoſit.ons ro them , might 
Manifeſt their Derivation from hum, 
who is nor. Ty'd to ſuch Mcans as Mcn 


wauld think Neceflary , but can com- 


paſs his Ends as wcll By as With- 
' Our any : Nor can I ofren Conſider 
the Inſtances Experience affords us of 
the Efficacy.oft many Texts , ( which 


ſome that Pretend ro Ejoquence ac-' 


cuſe of having None) without ſome- 
times calling ro mind, how in the 
Book of Nature. God has Veil'd in 
an Obſcure and Homely Stone an At- 
rracivenc(s ( Unvouchſat'd ro Dia- 
monds and Ruby's ) which rhe Stub- 
borneſt of Metals do's Obſcquiouſly 
acknowledge. And as the Load: ſtone 
not onely Draws whart the ſparkling'ſt 
Jewels can nor move, but Draws 
ſftrongher , where Arm'd with Iron , 
than Crown'd with Silver :fo the Scrip- 
rure, nor onely is Movinger than the 
Glirteringit Human Styles, but hath 
oftentimes a Potenter Influence on 
Men in thoſe Paſlages that ſeegn quite 
Deſtirure 


Bf os AW NN GRIT $4444 Ajit —P 
arores towenting te "mM 
[! Mt 


fomerimes Employ Exprefhons , that. 


OUS, | 


{#. 1ſhould now, Theophzlus , imme- 


diately. Paſs on to the other things 
I am to Diſcourſe to You of , * con- 
ccrnuting the Scripture, but that the 


ICuriotity whcrewich You are wont 


to take Notice of my PraQtices, and 
to make Enquiries aftcr my Private 
Opinions , makes mc Imagine, You 
telling me, that I do often Read , and 


{do much oftner Commend Books of 


Devotion , Notwithſtanding all the 
Prerogatives I have Arttribured to rhe 
Scripture 3 Whercfore to this I ſhall 
Anſwer, that I Eſtecm 1ndeed the 
Truths of Scripture, - ſo Importantand 
Valuable, that I cannot be 'TroubPd 
to ſee them Preſented to us in Variety 
of Dreſſes, that we may the more 
Frequently. and the more Attcnrively 
take Notice of them. And though 
ſome Devout Compolures are ſo Un- 
Skiltully Written, as to be much Fit-" 


ter to Expreſs. the Devotion of the 


Writer , than to Excitc itinthe Rea- 


der , yer therc are others: ſo Hand-. 


ſomely , and ſo Patherically Pen'd,: 
T that 


| FDcſticute of Ornaments, ' than in 
Sihoſe where Rhetorick is Conſpica- 


The Con. 
cluſion of 
one Pair 
of rhe 
Diſcourſe 
COncer- 
ning the 
Scriprure 
and rhe 
Tranſiti» 
on to the 


Next. 


that a Good Man can' ſcarce Read ſpe 


 Nam'd Divers to You ; And there! 


Ecclec. iz, 
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rhem without. Crowing Better , and*?! 
ev.n a Bad, Man muit be very Much 3 
ſo, without bccomming Leſs ſo byfſ”: 
Peruſing them. Nor dol ar all De- Mi 
{1g1i; to Diſparage Books of Devo- 
tion , when- L Preferr rhe Scripture to 
them, that being ſo Noble and Martch/”. 
If5'a Work, that a Book way Ar”? 
rain to a High Degree of Excellence 
whilſt ic Remains Infcriour to th-* 
Scripture, of whoſe Preheminencic 
I tave alrcady on ſeveral Occaſion? 


fore ſhall ar preſent onely Recommendſ* 
to Your Obſcrvation this one Advan 

rage of the Scripture, ev'n as to thole* 
tlungs that are allo to be mer with 1 
other, Books of Devotion. That itf®: 
the VVords if the VViſe be ( as Solomon 
eclls us they are ) like Nails fatined t 
the Masiers if the &1ſſembites, the lelf 
ſame Natl muſt enter Leſs or Deeper 
according to the Strength of the hand 
that” Drives it in 5 And Doubtleſs 
any DcErine Belicv'd ro come fro 
Gud, intieſame Terms ft is Deli thy 
vcr'd to us, is like to be Entertain'c 
with a Deeper and Obſequiouſer Ref ** 


ſpe 


- 


ſpe&, Concurrently whereunto.,, the 

Apoltle to ſcr forch the Theſſalonians , Ther 2, 

luch{Receprion of rhe Goſpel, Saycs, That 13: 

\ byl/Pey vecety'd it wot as the VVurd of 
aMen, but ( as #t 7s 12 Truth ) the 

«vo 74 of God, After which it is no 

& ro VV onder he could immediately fub- 

ech$10y22 » that Jt drd alſo effeually 01 k 

Ar? them that Beiteved, And though it 

ice IÞ< very true that the Forcinncls and 

++JObſcurity of. fome Texrs will Require 

cie$2S well as rhe Tecming Richncſs of 

7 othcrs will Bear , their being, Alleg'd 

in Words much more Numerous than 

cngjthoſe whoſe Involv'd. or Contracted. 

an{Senſes rhey are ro Diſplay , Yet is it 

of4alſo as irue , thar Mcn do not untre- 

\ inf quently Miſtake themlelves in think- 

+ Jing ro Deliver the Holy Ghoſts Con- 

no ceprions in Fitter Terms than his Own, 

; the proper Preciſe Expreſſions of 

ſo Scripture being oftentimes ſo Pathe- 

per tical and Sinewy, thar he that Stretches 

indhcm, Encrvates them, and Paraphra- 

{; Jies , though Handſome, do as much 

mJ VVrong them, as a Mixture of Silver » 

j;.though no 1gnoble Metalgdoes Wrong 

nan Ingot of Gold, . And though fome 

ed Texts like Pearls Loſe indeed of their 

ql. n PER Beauty, 


cad 


TIC 
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Beauty , but Operate ,.and are Admi- i 
niſter' d more Succeſsfully Beaten to || 


Powder, or with other Cordial Ingre- 
dients made up into a Confc&ion , yer 
divers Sacred Exprcflions do like D:a- 
monds Loſe borh their Sparkling Lu- 
fire , and Engraving Faculty , when 
ground to Duſt, and loſe more 1n 
their Entireneſs and Form than can 
be Recompenc'd by any Addition. 


And truly, as ro my Own particular, 


no Book of Devotion doth Coiltantly 
Afﬀec& me ſo Powerfully as the Bible, 
' And whereas I am of ſo Nice a Pa- 
late, that in my Eſteem Compc{ures 
of that Kind till Loſe at the Second 
Reading, in the Inſpired Volume, Fa- 
mil;ariry breeds not Contempt but Re- 
verence (and I Like a Book, Acquain- 
tance {till Endears.) When I firſt began 
Attentively to Read the Scripture, and 
(according tro my Cuſtom when I Read 
Books , whereof I have a Promiſing 
Expectation ) to Mark in the Margin 
the Paſſages that ſeem'd ro Deſcrve a 
Peculiar Notice or Refte&ion,I mark'd 
but here and there fome Verſes in a 
Chaptcr,but when upon a Grearer Fa- 


and 


miliarity with the Id1otifms, the Senſe, | 


Fl 
2 


the' Contrivance and Workmanſhip 


of the”. Scriptures. 


came to Refſurvey it, I then in fome 
places Mark'd the VV hole Chapter,and 
in Moſt orhcrs Icft much Fewer Texts 
than before Unfurniſi''d with ſome 
Mark of Refcrence. And whereas at 
my Entrance I rouk even the Choiceſt 
part of the Bible to be ar Beſt bor 
Ike fome {nmdian Province, wheretn 


. [though Mines and Gems were more 
Abundant than in Orthcr Countreys , 


yct they were but Sparingly to be mer 
here and there 7 after a Competent 
Stay my Enſuing Fcruſals Preſented ir 
me, if not asa Royal Jewel made up 
of Gold and Precious Stones, yer 
( which is Gloriouſcr ) like Aarozis 


Breait-plate, a Sacred Jewel, the - 


Particular InſtruQtions for which were 

iven by God himſclf, and which, be- 
fides the Various Number of flaming 
Gems ſct in fine Gold , and plac'd'in 
a Myſterious Order , was EnnobPd by 
that #-7m and Thummim, wherein God 
vouct.ſaffd ro Reveal himſelf ro Mor-. 


tal:, and was Adori'd with fo nach 


cunning Work in Gold, Blue, Purple, 
Scarlet and fine Twin'd Linnen , rhar 


lent 


Hand the Applicablenefs of Scripture F = 


rials, without being Obſcur'd by them, 
This Experiment keeps me from V\ on- 
dring to find-in the Inſpired Poets De- 
ſcription of the Man he Attributes-a 
Blefledneſs to, that h's Chaphatz 15 in 
Pfalm ;, Ehe Lawof the Lord ,- arid tz his Law will 
Ze he Meditate day and wight. For the 
Word othcr Tranſlations render YVe- 
luntas & Stadium, our's, Engiihes 
Delight, and indeed the Hebrew v2nt 
will bear both Senſes , and ſecms thicre 
Emphatically to fignific a Study rc- 
pleniſh'd with. .ſo much Dclight to 
the Devour.and Intelligent Proſccu- 
rors of it, that like the Hallelujal's of 
the Blcſſed *ris at once a Duty and a 
Pleaſure, an Excrciſe and a: Recom- 
pence of Picty, And mdced, if Gods 
Blefſing upon the Devout Chriſtian's 
Study of that Book do ( according to 
Pſal. 119. the Pſalmiſts Prayer ) oper . bis Eyes 
$, to diſcern the T9821. Niplaot , Hid- 
aen wonders contain'd in it, . He ſhould, 
in Imitation of him char in the ſame 
Pſalm ſayes of his God., /- rejoyce at 
Veiſ, 162, thy word, as one that findeth, great ſpoil , 
be as Satify'd as Navigators that Dil- 
cover Unknown Countreys. . Rs 
m 
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t. when ſometi 


with the Apoſtle 


on- | Contemplate Moſes and Elias Talking 
Je- f with Chriſt, I mean the Law and 
52 | Prophets Symphonizing with the Goſ- 
In Þpcl, 1 cannot but (\ Refſcmblingly 
7:11 | Tranſported with a like Motive ) Ex- 
the J claim with Peter, It 15 good for me 
ce | to be here, and ceaſe to think the Pſal- 
acs | miſt an Hyperboliſt, for comparing 
2n | the Tranſcendent Sweetneſs of Gods 
cre | VVord to that Inferiour one ) of 
rc- | Honcy , which is Likeit, in nothing 
to | moe, than in that , of both their Sua- 
-U- | vitics , -Expericnce gives much Ad 
of | ventageouſer Notions than Deſcrip- 
14 | tions can. | 

N7 Burt Theoph:14, upon Condition You 
ds | will not Galt this Excurſion of Your 
n's | Own occaſioning a Fir of Devotion, 
to | I will no longer Detain You on one 
yes | SubjeAt, bur forthwith Proceed to 
d- | Diſcourſe of thoſe Other things that 
d, | Iam to conſider in the Scripture be- 
nc | 1ides the Style. For though this be 
at | Such as I have been Repreſenting it, 
1, | yet I hope we ſhall in our Progreſs 
1- | find, that twill be far leſs Fit ro Ap- 
I} ply to this Matchleſs Book that of the 
aſt Þ Heathen Poer, t 


Matertam 


7 WE 4s 
- 2 ET" 
PIGS bs I I 
" 


S 1n:the Mount, I 


Pſal. 119. 


7 


ie. | Uateriam ſoperab i 


Than that Sacood one A the Plalmif F 

where he as well fayes thar.the King L. 

Plat 45: [Damgbter 15 all)Glorious within , [| 
*.. 4 Hey. ng 1s of wrou gh GalY. 
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